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PREFACE. 



JL HE following Eflays zit republilhc(i# 

becaiife' they relate to fubjefts on which 

\i ^ it is of inlportance . to throw every poffi- 

^^ blc degree of light, both lA Ofder to the 

preferit reftoratlon of tratiqiulli^, and fot 

tKe purpofe of* future information atid in-* 






V ftrudion* 

^ ■ ' '/• 

^ Had the corhmotiorts in this Cotuitry 

been liierely of a local nature, it might ap- 

pcSr impertinent .to call the attention even 

of the other parts of the Britifli Empire to 

,^ a republication of trafts, whofe objeft was, 

^ almdft wholly, to trace thofe commotions 

to their fotlrce. But when the plots and 

cpnipiracies by which Ireland has been af- 

a gifted 
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flicked arc fa evidendy the rcfult of a kind 
of epidemic mania, when the fame pcfti-* 
lential principle has operated, and flill more 
or lefs continues to operate, in every quarter 
of Europe and North America, and wheo^ 
Great Britain herfelf, the happieft of na- 
tions^ is not exempt from the contagion, 
thencircumftajices, in themfelves local, may 
become of infinite confequcnce, both as 
ferving to illiiftrate the nature of the dif- 
cafe, and as pointing to the moft efFe^al 
methods o£ counteraftion and cure. 

Perhaps iuch a rq)ublicatioft as the 
prefent may appear fliperfluous after {o 
full a dcvelopement of the principles and 
tend.encies of the Irish Union, as has 
been given in the late Reports of the Secret 
Committees. But, it is to be obferved that 
the direft proofs of a treafonable purpofe 
adduced in thpfe irnportant ancf interefting 
,colledions fcarcely go farther back than 
the year 1795, although the Society of 

United 
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United Irisht^en had exifted for more 
than three years previous to 'that period. 
It may, therefore, not be ufelefs to pay fome 
additional attention to the earlier ftagc of 
that ailbciation, in order fully to afcertain 
whether the original views of its founders 
were limitted to any thing .which could be 
called Parliamentary Reform, or whether, 
on the contrary, their defign was not fyfte- 
matically traiterous from the firfl: momeftt 
ofdieir career. 

The confideration of this queftion. be- 
comes the more ncceflary, in confequence 
of the attempt made by fome of the lead- 
ers of the United Irilhmen to juftify tliem- 
felv€s, even at the moment when they were 
difclofing the moft complicated villainies. 
It was then ailcrted by them that, though 
revolutionary democracy became at length 
their objed:, it had formed no part of their 
original defign ; that they, then only, had 
adopted it when their hopes of obtain- 

a z ing 
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»ng mi»der^6 rrfqrm wprc at an end? 

. aild th?it/ confequtotly, the guilt of all 
which b^d pnCvfti ij^foijged wholly to thofe 

' who by tfWiinatf ly* f ejcfting their rca-^ 
fonable dpmSads . }fad> driven them to dc* 
ipair— ^' It twas^; fays Mr. T. A; Emmet, 
** after the^ bad deipaired of obtaining 

. " a reform ./in :piJ:liament, by peaccablo 

-^' means, .Aat thfcy fought to effeift a 
'^ rcvolufloilL bjr fubyfcrting thp monarchy, 
^* feparating this country from Grpat'Bri-r 
*^ tain, and ereAing fuch a government as 

' ^' nfigHt be cfeofen: by the people/' 

>:,. To. tevince the titttr unfoundcdneis of 
thk!w4iev6ry.fi«nil»t aff^rtion, is one chief 
obj*6^ fef tho rpf^enfc republication. It 
.contains 4..icriijs;:of. dbfervations on the 
;fpirit^ and te^appdi: <^ the United Jrifemcn 
in fehtji?.pwli«ftpfcriody written by a country 
geftttem^n, whodiirw his/^ebclufions-fron* 
no oth^lourfce tfeaiii their own avowed do^ 
cjaratipri$, and wJiojSodk vtp 1m pen Ifolely a^ 

pbedi$nep 
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obedience to the didates of his reafon and 
his confcience. At no very diftftnt period 
be bad himfblf been a fmcere and zealous 
advocate for a limited parliamentary reform; 
.but having always had a juft abhorrence of 
the principles and views of the United Irifli- 
metl, and being foon con\inced of what one 
of their own oracles afterward acknow- 
ledged, tEat any degree of popular reform 
would infallibly lead to every other degree 
pf reform; /. e. to complete democracy, 
be felt it his duty to abandon a purfoit 
^hicb appeared to him as dangerous as it 
was vifionary, and to bcc6mc, to the utmoft 
iof his power, an tmqualified fupporter of the 
cxitting coiiftitution. 

Under this impreffion he naturally wiflied 
J:o be the inftrument of producing in others 
the feme convicftion of the.mifchievous de- 
figns of the United Iriflimen which he had 
bimfelf always felt, but now more ftrongly 
ihm ever, They had already diiTeminatcd 

through 
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through the country lucccffive manifeftocs, 
t^hich, he conceived, it was only neccf- 
fery to confider with attention, in order 
to colleft from them the mbft decifive 

proofs of the holdeft revolutionary purpo- 
• fes. A temporary intercourle with the 

convention-politicians of 1792, and I793> 
perhaps, gave him Ibme advantage in un- 
derftanding the vocabulary of Irilh Jaco- 
binifm, and enabled him more readily to 
, trace a iyftematic connedion between thofe 
ieemingly detached burfts of trealbn with 
which the writings of the United Irifli- 
men abounded, but which, from being 
generally mingled with a mafs of loofe de- 
clamatory matter, might frequently el^ 
cape the obfervation of a common reader. 
To bring thofe early fymptoms of a treafon- 
able defign into the full light of day was, 
accordingly, his objeft in moft of the follow- 
ing Eifays. 

It will be obferved from the dates of 

thefe 
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thcfe publications that the far greater part 
of them appeared before the aftual treafon of 
the United Iriflimen had been fubftantiated 
by the Reports of the Secret Committees in 
Spring, I7P7, and, of courfe, while no proof 
of their real defigns could be adduced, ex- 
cept what might be derived from their own 
avowed declarations. The reader will, not- 
withftanding, judge whether there is not, 
in fome of the following pages, a tolera- 
bly jufl: developement of the treafbn- 
able principles which were afterwards 
brought to light : and, in fomo degree, 
an anticipation of thofe revolutionary ex- 
pedients which have fince been carried into 
p^aftice. But the author is far from laying 
claim, on this account, to any uncommon 
forefight or any extraordinary fagacity. He 
faw no more than what any intelligent per- 
fon was competent to have feen, had he 
§Wen the feme attention to the iubjeA, and, 
indeed, no more than what numberlefs per- 
fons did adually fee, though they did not all, 

like 



like him, communicate their obfervatioiistof 
the public- 

The author, therefore, vcnttires to hoptf 
that fuch a republication will not be en-* 
tirely fruitlefs. If any well-diipofed perfon 
can ftill entertain a doubt with refpeft to 
the original principles of the United Irilh- 
men, he will here find not only the con- 
dufio^s formed by an unprejudiced ob-* 
ferver relpeding that affociation, in its ear- 
lieft ftagep, but aj^o the reafonings which led 
to thofe conclufions, and the grounds on 
which they refted. And the author trufts 
it will be feen that the inferences were nof 
rafli, that the reafonings were not fophiftical^ 
and that the watmth which icmietimes 
ihews itfQlf, and which increafed as jthe &b- 
jjeft becaaie more pra6tical, was not the ran-' 
.cour of jJtarfy .i^ifit, but the zeal of well- 
founded xq^robation, of anxious indignant 
Jhumanity. 

WhUc 
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* While thofc who have but lately opctt- 
ed their eyes to the real views of thofe 
execrable difturbers of the community, 
may, perhaps, receive new light from the fol- 
lowing pages, with refpeft to the primary 
piHpofes of the Conipiracy, the Author has 
the vanity to hope that'^thofe who have feen 
and felt as he has done will not be unwil- 
ling to have thofe thoughts retraced, and 
thofe feelings recalled, which, in the rapid 
whirl of events, it is poffible even for themoft 
coHecSted minds to lofe fight of, till they are 
again brought to their remembrance* And 
he trails, on the whole, that a conviftion 
will be either produced or confirmed in the 
mind of every attentive reader, that, not- 
withftanding aH that maybe alledgedbymen 
loft alike to trath and to humanity, no faft 
can be more cftabHlhed 1*ian fliat the So- 
ciety of United Iriflimen, from the firft mo- 
ment of its inltitution, has been, with rcfpeft 
to. its leading members, a band of iyftematic 
traitors; that no poffible means would haxe 
b been 
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been adequate to their iuppreffion but the 
moft unremitting coercion, and the mofl: 
vigorous refinance ; and that nothing can be 
more infolently falfe than to reprefent them 
as harving been provoked into treafon by thofe 
ftrong meafiires on the part of Government, 
wrhich were then only reforted to when both 
the common fenfe and common . fafety of 
the country irrefiftibly demanded them. 

To thefe objcfts the following Effays 
were uniformly directed, except jwhen if 
.w^as thought neceflary to advert to the pro- 
ce'fedings of the allies of the conlpiracy abroad, 
or to the conduft of t;hofe who, from an exe- 
crable Ipirit. of party, and in fpite of the 
cleareft and moft irrefragable evidence, che- 
riihed and encouraged it at home.* Thefe, 
together, make up the whole of the topics 
introduced. And they are treated either in 
the way of difpaflionate argument, or of 

• • The firft fix Effays arc chiefly on thefubjefts here men. 
tioned, .'* 

plain, 
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plain, but warm, expoftulation, by reafoning 
on general principles, or by adduftion of ac- 
knowledged fads, juft as appeared moft fxiit- 
able to the circuraftances of the moment, 
or to imply the greateft probability of en- 
gaging the attention of the public. 

The event to which the firft Effay alludes 
need Icarcely be brought to the rccoUedlion 
of any inhabitant of this metropolis, the riot 
which took place on the day of Lord Cam- 
den's arrival in this kingdom ; commencing 
with an outrageous aflault on the perfbns of 
the Lords Juftices, and terminating in an at- 
tack on the Cuftom-houfe, in which one 
wretched man, at leaft, fell a viftim to his 
own folly. The obfervationsupon this iub- 
jeft are little more than what muft have oc- 
curred at the time to every peribn of fenfe 
and candour, Mr, Grattan's energetic Ad- 
drefs to the Inhabitants of Dublin, which 
appeared jutt before that event, has, iincethe 
date of this Eflay^ become thc'lubjed of 
ha much 
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much more powerfial animadrcriion, Tho 
Author truftsi however, he will be excufe4 
for repuWilhing ftridhircs which were merely 
fuggefted by the honeft feelings of the mo-» 
ment, and-^^hich he conceives have been la- 
mentably juftified by every event which has 
fince occurred in this abufed and afflifted 
country. The fubjcfts of the other Eflkys 
are fo obvious, efpecially to thofe who have 
read the Reports of the secret commit-t 
TEES, as to liiperfede the neceffity of expla-» 
nation. 

It may, perhaps, be a matter of fufprize to 
fome readers that the unfortunate religious 
differences iij this country are ^ flrghtly 
touched upon in the following pagcs^ and 
that, whipn introduced, they are referred to 
as a tc^i^c made ufe of by a dif^ppointed fac- 
tion, rather than as thfe ground of treafon-* 
able combination, But die dates of the Ef* 
fays will fufficiently account for this appsh* 
rwt OHiiffioo, The lateft Eflky m the Col*. 

lecSion 
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leftion was written in the ffl6fith 6f Jtttit 
1797 : and it will eafily be rccolleded thtt 
at that period the adtfal movements of th« 
confpiracy appeared almoft exclufively in th< 
province of Ulfter, where no religious m6- 
five was ib much as pretended, and whcr6 
ihe Roman Catholics, m particular, feemcd 
difpofed to diftinguifh themfelves by keep* 
ing aloof from combination. It required, 
indeed^ little forefight, though it would mod 
i^ertainly have anfwered no ufeful end, to 
have prognosticated, that when thofe parts 
jDf the kingdom where the bulk of the inha- 
bitants are Romanifts, fhould become en- 
igaged in the conlpiracy, religious motives 
would neccffarily be added to thofe of a 
ttierely political nature; that bigoted j^cclc- 
fiaftics, in fiich circumftances, would natu- 
rally become the bufieft and moll pernicious 
agitators, and that thofe whofe minds Were 
itifenfible to the differences between one Ipe- 
cies of government and another, would eafily 
be wrought upon by the fUggeftions of a 

grofs 
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grois and' intolerant fuperftition. But the 
Author freely acknowledges that he never 
could have anticipated thofe horrors by 
which the blood-hounds of Ennifcorthy and 
Wexford have added new difgraccs to a re- 
ligion, whofe formier enormities it would 
have been infinitely better to have expiated 
than revived. 

Still, however, the Author muft deem 
thofe perlbns miftaken who conceive the 
Irifli Union to have been originally aRoman 
Catholic Plot. He thinks the erroneoufiiefs 
of fuch a fuppofition will fully appear from 
the following pages. The attentive rieader 
will find fufficient proof, that the primary 
objeft of the United Irilhmen was ftriftly 
and exclufively Revolutionary Democracy; 
and that, though from the firft moment of 
their inftitution, they regarded the religious 
difafFeftion of the Irifli Catholics as the chiqf 
inftrument of their defign, and the fureft 
pledge of their fuccefs,it was uniformly their 

objeft 
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objed to make Religion fubfervierit to Jaco- 
binifm, and not Jacobinifm to Rcli^on. 
How fatally they might have found them- 
felves deceived, and how likely they were to 
have become the victims of their own in- 
fernal policy, the events of the late rebellion 
have ftrongly evinced; but fiich is the ma- 
lignity of the Jacobin temper that we can- 
not doubt but the fkme artifice will be per- 
fevered in, until both the political malecon- 
tent and the religious bigot (hall be obliged 
to feel the futility of combination as well as 
the frenzy of refiftance. ' 

For accidental inaccuracies of ftyle, and 
the frequent occurrence of what may be 
deemed colloquial barbarifms, the Author 
thinks it needlefs to apologize. It was his 
wifli to be intelligible to all ; and wherever 
he thought it might ferve an ufeful purpofe, 
he willingly preferred familiarity to elegance. 
Befides, the papers now coUefted were in- 
tended, in almoft every inflance, for infertion 

in 
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inKewipapcrs, or for circulation in the form 
pf fawd-bills; and, in fbme cafes, the latter 
part of an Eilay has been i^uing from the 
pen^ while the former part was In the band^ 
jo£ the Compolitor. Under thefc circum- 
jftances, if pkin {enSh, confecutive reafoning, 
jand per/piciK)us Ijanguage were attained, 
ihey were the utmoft which could have 
i>6en ^3cpie(fted. As conjpofitions, the TraAa 
which afe here collected might, no doubts 
tiave be^n alt^ed for the better ; but the 
avocatioas of the a^^thor did not allow him 
fufficie^t leifure ; and material alteration 
would have deftroyed identity. 

2 3> 1978* 
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O! qais, quis volet impias 
Caedes et rabiem tollere civicam ? 

Si quaerct pater urbium 
Subfcribi flatuiSj indomltam aud^at 

Refraeiiare licentiam, 
Glarus poftgeiiltis. HoR* 



ESSAY 1. 

April;, 1795! 

HaPPILLY for myfelf, no doubt, I am 
placed at adiftance from political tumult: yet 
ftill, from that diftance, I fometimes take a 
view of what paffes in the bufy world; and 
though perfonally uninterefted in th6 agitations 
of the Jiour, my regard for my fellow-mortals 
very frequently both fixes my attention and ex- 
cites my anxiety4 

Such being ray ufual tendencies^ I could not 
be wholly unconcerned with refpeft to the dif- 
turbance which took place in this city on Tuef- 
day night laft : it was almoft at an end before 
I knew that it exifted j and on the following 
< B morning 
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morning I felt no fmall pleafure in learning that 
it had fublided, with but little damage either to 
perfons or property, and with fcarcely the ne- 
ceffity of proceeding to extremities. 

I am generally difpofed ta regard the evils of 
life in the nfoil favourable point of view, and 
to look out for all the alleviating circumftances 
that the cafe will afford. I pradlife this fpecies 
of philofophy, partly to keep my own mind as 
eafy as I can, and partly that I may be able ta 
exercife charity towards alj mankind, with as 
little interruption aspoilible. 

On the late occafion, in particular, I felt no 
inclination to depart from my ufual plan. I am 
not a party man, and, of. courfe, had no wifh 
cither to magnify or diniinifti the exceffes which 
had been committed : I was difpofed to view; 
themjuffc as they were; and in thus conlidering 
them, inftead of being furprized at what had 
happened, I felt both wonder and a degree of 
national pride, that the bufinefs had terminated 
with fo little mifchief : I fay, I felt wonder and 
a degree of national pride; and I almoft think 
that, when my candid readers have made the 
fame comparifon which I have been led to make 
on this occafion, they will experience pretty 
nearly the iame fenlations. 

Who 
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Who does not recolIeA the remarkable infur- 
tecSlion which took place in London in the year 
1780, which, for four fucccfiive days, cramped 
the hand of Magiftracy, and fpread uncon- 
trouled devaftation through that great metropo- 
lis ? If we compare all the circsmftances of the 
riot which lately occurred here, with thofe that 
attended that other memorable inftance of po- 
pular frenzy, I apprehend we Ihall fee caufe to 
acknowledge that the refult is highly flattering 
to the public charafter of Ireland in general, 
and of this city in particular. 

I am not fo partial to my country as to pay it 
any compliment at the expence of truth ; but on 
the cooleft confideration I am perfuaded, that 
fo far as the eloquence of a Grattan excels the 
ravings of a Lord George Gordon, and fo far as 
the widely circulated and frequently re-printed 
manifefto of the former might be conceived 
more forcible on the inhabitants of this city, 
than the incoherencies of the latter on the po- 
pulace of London, in precifely the feme pro- 
portion muft we feel both furprize and fatisfac- 
tion that the Dublin mob of the 31ft of March, 
1795, fell fliort fo amazingly, both in violence 
and in outrage, of the London mob of the and 
of June, 1780. 

B % Every 
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Every one knows tliat Lord George Gordon 
had not fignalized himfelf either by his under^ 
ftanding or his talents, and that lie was re- 
markable only for enthufiafm and eccentricity ; 
but every one alfo knows that Mr. Grattan is 
Z perfon of acknowledged abilities ; that his 
parliamentary eloquence, though not always ap-» 
proved pf by the wife, has feldom failed to ex- 
cite the admiration of th^ multitude; and that 
his n?im^, while it might have been a moft 
valuable auxiliary tp the caufp of true patriotifm, 
would almoft be fufficient to give, at leaft in the; 
view of the unthinking many, plaufibility even 
to the extravagancies of fedition. 

If, then, the inUuenc? of Lord George Gor- 
don wa§ fuch as to coUeft a pfiob, cpnfifting of 
fifty thoufand perfops, and to infpirit that mob 
with fuch frantip violence, that for fqur days to- 
gether its courfe through the metropolis of 
Great Britain was marked with conflagration and 
ruin, might it not juftly have Been apprehended 
that when the eloquent, the popular, Mr. Gratr 
tan, fuiFered himfelf to be tranfported by a 
paroxyfm, as wild to the full as that of my Lord 
Gporge, and gave vent to his pafEons in a man- 
ner at leafl equally dangeroiis-r-might it not, I 
fay, have been feared that an infurredlion wqu14 
llfav? takefi place^ as treme|idpii5 as that of Lon- 
don 
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don, and that the confequent devaftation would 
have been equally deplorable ? 

Whether my Lord George's impaffioned ap- 
peals to the populace are upon record, I cannot 
at this moment pretend to afcertain ; but, if they 
are, I almojftdare to fay, that they will be found 
to contain nothing better fitted to the purpofc 
of popular excitation than tln^t which we have 
read, and which our children's children will read 
(if it (hould chance to reach them) with amazc^ 
mcnt, in Mr. Grattan's Anfwer to the Roman 
Catholics of Dublin. 

^^ I conceive/' feith he, «^ the continuance of 
^^ Lord Fitzwilliam as neceflary for the profpe* 
^^ rity of the kingdom, jkc. &c. For myfelf, the 
^^ pangs I Ihould feel on rendering up my fmall 
*^ portion of minifterial breath would be little, 
<^ were it not for the gloomy profpeAs aflforded 
^' by thofe dreadful guardians who are likely to 
^^fucceed. I tremble at the return to power of 
^ ^ your old t(ifk-majiers ; that combination which 
*^ galled the country by its tyranny j and infulteS 
•^ her by its manners, e^latifled her by its r^- 
^* pacUy, ^Xi^Jlanderedh^x by its malice: Should 
** fach a combination, at once inflamed as it 
*^ muft be now by xh^ favour of thcBritiJj Courts 
M and lif the reprobation of th^ Iri/b people^ re- 

*' turn 



< « ) 

'^ turn to power, / have no iefitafion iofay^ that 

*' THEY WILL EXTINGUISH IrELANB, Of IrE* 
*^ LAND MUST REMOVE THEM. It is nOt yOUr 

^* caufe only, but that of the nation. I find the 
^^ country already committed in the ftruggle; 
^* I BEG TO BE committed alotig with her, and 
^* to abide the iffucs of her fortune." 

If thefe words had been addrcfled to the opu- 
lent, the enlightened, and the refpedlable Ro- 
man Catholics only, and if the reading, and 
hearing of them, had been confined to thofe ex- 
clufively, unjuftifiable as fuch exprelfions would 
ftill have been in themfelves, poffibly they might 
have been produftive of little or no danger, 
becaufe it may be fuppofcd that opulent Roman 
Catholics feel themfelves fully as much intereft- 
cd in the peace and good order of the com- 
nfunity as any Proteftants whatever. But. let 
it be obferved, that this paragraph Aands in 
a'n Addrefs to the Catholics of Dublin, without 
exception, or limitation ; that it was to fall intd 
the hands of the loweft, a^ well as the higheft, of 
that defcription ; and that care was taken that 
it Ihouldbe'univerfally diffeminated by the moft' 
extenfive and frequent publication. 

Let them alk any reafonable perfon what' 
implrcfSon tliefe words, coming at fuch a time; " 

under 
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iinder fd great a name, were likely jto make 
on the numerical majority of thofc to whom they 
were addrefled ? I fay, on the numerical majority, 
for I fear I need not hefitate to affume, that, in 
no defcription whatever, Proteftant or Catholic, 
the majority, told by the head, would confift of 
the enlightened and the refpe(5lable; and it can 
be no poiHble affront to fuppofe, that as a Lon- 
don mob would ncceflarily be a mob of Pro- 
teftants, fo a Dublin mob would, by an almoft 
equal neceffity, be chiefly formed of Roman Ca* 
tholics, — ^The queftion then is, how were Roman 
Catholics of this defcription likely to imderlland 
Mr. Grattan? The fubjedl was fuch as inevita* 
bly to intereft their* feelings, and let the candid 
teader pronounce whether the language was not 
fuch as to rouze their palHon almoft to madnefs ? 

When the indigent, the ignorant, the inflam- 
mable vulgar read or heard of dreadful guardi^ 
ans fucceeding — of old tajk-mafters returning — 
of iyranny^ infult^ rapacity^ Jlandery malice^ and, 
above all, when they received that unequivocal 
aflurance "they will extinguishIrelaxd, 
or Ireland must remove thbm;" what, in 
the name of Heaven, muft have been their ap- 
prehenfions ? Who in their view would be the 
dreadful guardians ? Evidently thofe who were 
tofucceed Lord Fitzwilliam- Who the old talk- 

mafters ? 
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fnafters ? Thofe, of courfe, who had been m 
power before Lord Fitzwilliatn took poffeffion 
of the government. And what was to be done 
with thefe ? Why Ireland muft remove ihem^ or 
they would extinguish Ireland. What, then^ 
on the whole, was it pofTible for them to con- 
clude, but thatonanewChiefGovernof attempt- 
ing to land in the country, they ought to rife in 
a mafs, and by one grand effort rid themfclves of 
all thofe whom they were taught to confidef as 
obnoxious to them, either in the name of expul- 
iion or of extermination? An inflamed multitude 
would be little apt to enquire whether the word 
remove meant the one or the other. 

Now, could my Lord George Gordon, or 
could, indeed, any enragS that ever exifted, have 
taken a more promifing method of preparing the 
popular mind for infurreftion ? And, all things 
confidercd, is it not, as I have already obferved, 
a matter both of furprize and fatisfaftion, that 
the riot of Tuefday terminated with fo little 
mifchief, and that, on that occafion, the impaf- 
lioned mob did not adlually do their beft to 
hurl Lord Camden and the Lords Juftices, and all 
that appeared connedled with the commencing 
government, into the bay of Dublin, as that at the 
moment might naturally haveoccured as the 
fhortcfl: and moft efFedl ual mode oiremoving them ? 

Hitherto 
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Hitherto I have traced the fimilarity between 
the conduft of my Lord George Gordon and 
Mr. Grattan : it is but fair now to touch upon 
one or two particulars in which the refem- 
blance does not hold ; and this, having already 
exceeded my intended limits^ I fhall do as 
briefly as poflible. 

In the firft place, then. Lord George Gordon 
was aAually infane. Of this his whole fuc- 
ceeding life was a continued demonftration : and 
though this circumftance did not leflen the mif- 
chief, it certainly furnifhcd ai ftrong apology for 
the unfortunate inftigator. But in the prefent 
cafe this apology feems to be wanting ; it does 
not appear that Mr. Grattan is infane, except fo 
far as ^^ anger is a fhort madnefs." 

In the next place it is evident that the gene- 
rally difordered fancy of poor Lord George was 
then fpecially haunted with ftrange chimeras of 
the danger which was likely to arife from the re- 
laxation of the Popery laws, and which, he con- 
ceived, could only be prevented by the multi- 
tude having recourfe to th^f acred duty of infur- 
BBtftion. But it does not appear that Mr. Grattan 
was tormented by any fimilar apprehenfions ; 
for, at the moment he is ilimulating the multi- 
tude to rid thcmfelves of their oppreflbrs, he ex- 

C prefsly 
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prefsly declares, *^ Your emancipation will pafs ; 
*' rely upon it, your emancipation mtift pafs.** 
Why Mr. Grattan Ihould, therefore, in the midft 
of all this certainty of fuccefs, ufe a language 
which defpair itfelf would not have juftified — • 
why, when, by his own acknowledgement, the 
Roman Catholics had ftill fo fair a profpecft, he, 
their friend and advocate, fliould thus, like 

*' Csefar's fpirit, ranging for revenge, 

'* With Ate by his fide, come hot from hell — 

*^ Cry, havock, and let flip the dogs of war," 

ingenious men may conjedlure, but I Ihall not 
pretend to decide. 

The third and laft inflance of diflimilarity is, 
that my Lord George, in his own proper perfon, 
headed the fifty thoufand men who had aflem- 
bled at his call. Thus, he did fomething more 
than merely heg to he committed ; he aftually, and 
iona jidcy committed himfelf. What Mr. Grat- 
tan's precife meaning might have been in the 
requeft he makes to be committed with bis cotm- 
fry^ I prefume not to afcertain : but I certainly 
Ihould not wonder if moft of thofe whom he ad- 
dre'ffed confidered it as anadlual engagement to 
appear with them on the day of entcrprife. How 
far their difappointment in this particular tended 
to damp their courage, I do not enquire ; bc- 

caufe. 
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caufe, as I have already intimated, I wilh rather 
to afcribe the limitednefs of the mifchief to the 
radical good-nature of my countrymen. 
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** ^IjrOD preferve me^" iaid £ome one^ *^ from 
" my friends,. and I will prefer ve mylelf from 
^' my enemies." The general juftnefs of the 
fentiment I ftiall not contend for ; but I con- 
ceive the Irifh Catholics might, on the prefcnt 
occaiion, adopt fuch an ejaculation as fairly as 
any other perfons upon earth. 

That my Lord Fitzwilliam meant to ferve the 
Roman Catholics is indifputable ; and yet it 
might, perhaps, be aflerted, that hisLordlhip has 
aftually done more to defeat the completion of 
their wiftiesthan their bittereft opponents could 
have done, either in Great Britain or Ireland. 
c % Many 
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Many of my readers will be apt to confider 
this as a very bold paradox ; but if they will do 
me the favour to attend coolly and difpaffionate-^ 
ly to what I have to ofFer, they will probably 
fee caufe to alter their opinion. 

In order to avoid all poffible difpute, I 
fhall adhere to my Lord Fitzwilliam*s own ac- 
count ; from this I learn, that when he parted 
from his friends in the Englilh Cabinet, he con- 
ceived them difpofed to grant to the Irifh Ca- 
tholics thofe privileges which had been with- 
held from them, as fpeedily as could be deemed 
confiftent with the common fafety of the coun- 
try: but, itfeems, that when, on his arrival 
here, he urged upon the Britifli Minifters the 
necefFity of carrying this defign into immediate 
execution, they, after Ibme time, objected to, 
and at length became totally adverfe from, the 
meafure. A difagreement, ofcourfe, took place, 
which terminated, as we all know, in Lord 
Fitzwilliam's removal, and a total change in^tho 
Government of Ireland. 

Whether the Britifh Cabinet had, or had not, 
any private rea^ns for this apparent alteration, 
or whether any thought jnight have fubfequent- 
ly fprung up iix their minds, wliich did not oc- 
cur 
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cur to them at the firft view of the bufinefs, I 
pretend not to determiner; but I am inclined to 
think, that if the Cabinet Miniftcrs did indeed 
change their opinion, they had abundant reafon 
{& to do, from the very communications made 
to them by Lord Fitzwilliam hirafelf, after his 
acceffion to the Irifh Viceroyalty. 

His Lordfhip gives fo minute an account of 
what pafled between him and his Britifti Cor- 
refpifidents, as to put us into complete pofleffion 
of the whole tranfa<Slion. He told them that the 
danger of delay was *^ great and immineT^ti* 
that the general wlfli was ** not to he rejift^ 
^^ ed\* that to refift it wholly would imply ** fbt 
^^ certainty of the mojl alarming and fatal confe* 
*^ quences ;" and, more than once, he affetts, 
that *^ he trembled ahouf the Catholics ^ a?id that 
^^ be had great f ear $ about keeping ihem quiet for 
'« the Sejffionr 

It will fcarcely be aflerted that the Englifli 
Minifters, on receiving the communications of 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, were bound to 
acquiefce, at all events, in whatever was pr9* 
pofed to them. — It will rather be allowed that it 
was their duty, as the confidential fervants of 
the King, to take into coniideration the ftate- 
rocnts which they received, to exercife their 

judgement 
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jadgemcnt upon them, and to give the anfwer 
which appeared to them moft reafonable* 

May I, then, be allowed to afk, what objects, 
on fuch an occaiion, ought they to have had in 
view — ^what enquiries might they have been ex- 
pefted to make — and by what confideratioi^s 
Ihould they have been determined ? ' Will any 
perfon fay that it would have been unfair for 
them to have alked what ufe the Catholics of 
Ireland were likely to make of the power Jihey 
were fo anxious to obtain ; whether it was pro- 
bable that, when pofleffed of that power, they 
would ufe it liberally and difcreetly for the com- 
mon good ; or whether it might not be appre- 
hended that they would make it the inftrument 
of obtaining a political afcendency for them- 
felves, to the prejudice of their fellow country- 
men ? And, furely, no candid man will difpute 
that the determination of the Cabinet on the 
point in queftion ought to have depended on 
the refult of fuch an enquiry. t , 

Now, let the unprejudiced reader afk his own 
reafon, how, in fuch an inveftigation,, my Lord 
Fitzwilliam's ftatement ought to have operated ? 
The amount of it was evidently neither mote 
nor lefs than this, that the Irifh Catholics were 
determined, at all events ytogsim their point ; that, 

in 
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in the apprehenfion of the Viceroy, they were 
irrefiftible by the Irifh Government ; and that, if 
they were not gratified, the confequences would 
be moft alarming and fatal ; moft probably r^- 
ieJlion in one country, and the mojl feriozis cala-- 
tmties to hotb. 

Had the Britifh Miniftry been confcious that 
the ftrength of the empire was fo far exhaufted 
as to make it neceffary for. the Government to 
accede to all poffible propofitions, arid to give 
a carte blanche to every fort of claimant, in 
that cafe, I confefs, even hefitation might have 
been impoVitlc. But if they ftill found themfelvea 
flrong enough to exercife their reafon, might 
they not naturally enough have doubted whether 
the gratification of the Catholics would be war- 
rantable, while their di{J)ofitions were fo unpro- 
mifing ? — ^Would it have been unreafonable for 
them to have faid — ^^ If the Irifh Catholics 
^* difcover a turbulent fpirit now^ while they are 
^^ feeking power, will they not be yet more 
^^ turbulent when they Ihall have attained it ? 
** If they threaten while in a ftate of comparative 
^\ weaknefs, what will they not aim at when they 
^^ fhall have arrived at a maturity of ftrength ? 
*^ If we concede to them in their prefent temper, 
** will they not attribute their fuccefs to the ter- 
" ror which they have infpired? And, inftead of 

being 



( t6 ) 

•* being grateful, will they not become more 
*• haughty — inftead of being conter\ted, will 
" they not meditate new demands i And will 
^* they not be encouraged to prefs every demand, 
*• however unreafonable, on the fuppofition that 
" their ftrength is irrefiftible ?'* 

That the Britilh Miniftry did really argue in 
this manner I pretend not to aflert ; but if they 
did, I conceive it would be hard to prove that 
fuch reafoning was at all contrary to conimon 
juftice, or common fenfe. Let the reader fup- 
pofehimfelf, for a moment, in the place of the 
Duke of Portland, or of any other Minifter in 
his Majefty's Gabinet Council, and then fay 
whether, on conlideringthe queftion in the light 
of Lord Fitzwilliam's communications, he would 
not have been led to Torm a precifely fimilar 
conclufion ? 

It is an axiom in politics,, that Governments, 
if ftrong enough to maintain their ground, 
ought never to yield to intimidation ; becaufe 
a government ading from fear of the governed 
is, in efFe<5l, a Government no longer; it is a 
contradidtion in terms, a radical abfurdity. 
A Government, then, only performs its func- 
tions legitimately when it a6ls from reafon; but 
when fear predominates, reafon is fufpended ; 

and 
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and when a Government afts from fear (Jf 
that very force, the regulating and due reftrain- 
ing of which is its chief end and defign, it is, 
to all intents and purpofes, deftroyed : we might 
as well conceive the idea of a man alive and dead 
at one and the iame moment, as that of a regu- 
lar Government, determined in its conduft by 
tht menaces of the multitude. That a Grovern- 
ment ought ever to liften and to yield to reafon^ 
I moft readily grant ; but, in the prcfent cafe, 
if my Lord Fitzwilliam's ftatement be Qorreft, 
the Roman Catholics fcarcely condefcended to 
reafon at all. Heretofore they had reafoned, 
and, when they reafoned, they had been fuc- 
cefsful; but now, itfeems, they preferred the 
more cogent argument. They had not as yet, 
with refpedl to their new demands, tried the 
event of a petition either to the legiflature or to 
the Crown; and yet, fays my LordFitzwilliara, 
** I have great fears about keeping them quiet 
«/ during the Seffion." 

But befides the general impolicy of a govern- 
ment yielding to intimidation, there was anotheE* 
confideration in the prefent cafe which, I truft„ 
many, even among the Roman Catholics them- 
felves, will allow to be worthy of attention — I 
mean the fecurity of the Irifli Proteftants. It 
furely will not be difputed, that the Britilh Ca- 



binet was bound in reafon and in juftice'to takift 
the fafety of thefe into the account, and, confe- 
ycntly, that it was fair to enquire in what man- 
ner they might be afFefteid, by couceding in the 
prefent inftance. Let it be obferved that what 
I have to fay upon this point, I do not wifh to 
be applied to Catholic Emancipation in the ab- 
flraft. Such a meafure, brought about by the 
lilent, but reiiftlefs, energy of good fenfe and 
growing benevolence, both on the one fide and 
on the other, and under circumftances which 
would furnifli a reafonable fecurity againft any 
dangerous predominance of the moire numerous 
party, would, I Conceive, be quite a different 
matter from what we have now to confider. I 
jfpeak of Emancipation only as obtained by the 
motives which it is clear Lord Fitzwilliam chiefly 
dwelt upon in his correfpondence with the Eng- 
Ijfh Cabinet, I mean thofe of menace and alarm. 
And from Roman Catholic Emancipation, fo 
obtained, I muft fay^ that the Proteftants of 
this kingdom had every thing to apprehend. 

It is no affront to the Irifh Catholics to fup- 
pofe that they are but men ; but more than men 
they muft be, ^, after having gained their point, 
by intimidating tKe^Miniftry in England, they 
would have refted fatisfied with any thing ihort 
of abfolute afcendeicy in Ireland. Heaven 

knows 
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knows I bear the lincereft good will towards the 
Irifli Catholics, but I cannot give them credit 
for what is not in human nature. Like all other 
bodies of men that ever exiflbed, they mufl be 
under the influence of. that potent principle, 
which has not unfitly been called the Efprit du 
Corpse they muft, even in their mildeft temper, 
and under the moft conciliating circuQiftances, 
defire not merely equality, but fuperiority, for 
thtir own party, and would neceffarily confider 
as rivals thofe who ihould fcem to ftand iji their 
way to that attractive pre-cniinence^ 

If, then, the Catholic body Ihould come into 
full political power, with the perfuafion that 
they were indebted for every thingto their own 
force, and to the apprehenfioixs of thofe who had 
yielded to them, in the name of Heaven where 
could they be fuppofed to flop ? Would they 
not concludethat, when the Englifh Government 
found it hopelefs to relift them, the Irifh Pro* 
teftants lay at their mercy— that their acknow^ 
ledged irrefiftibility entitled them to every thing 
they might wifli to demand — that they were de 
jaBoy as well as dejure^ the Sovereign People — - 
and that the reft of the inhabitants of Ireland 
ivere fo far fron^ toeing, entitled to fliare in the 
political power of it, that they wejre bound to 
do fuit and fervice (or their very exiftence ? 

P % ESSAY 
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JLN a former paper I pointed out the inferences 
moft likely to be drawn by the Britifli Miniftry 
from Lord Fitzwilliam's ftatement of the tem- 
per of the Iriih Roman Catholics : and I at- 
tempted to prove that the very reafons which 
he affigned why they fhould be immediately 
gratified, viz. the irrefiftibility of the general 
wiih, and the calamities to be apprehended if 
it was not inftantly complied with, were fuffi- 
clent, on every ground, except that of confcious 
weaknefs, to determine the Cabinet againft a^ 
^cquiefcence in his Lprc^fliip's recjuifition. 

To the obfervations which I then offered I 
jippreliend there can be but one poffible objec- 
tioft—that bis I^ordfliip's expreflions admit of 
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a milder interpretation, and that they do not 
neceffarily convey the idea of an intended refort 
to force on the part of the Catholics, if their 
\viflies were not gratified. 

I fhould be forry to attribute to my Lord 
Fitzwilliam's expreffidns any other than their 
fair and obvious fenfe ; but if any doubt could 
arife, his Lordfhip has himfelf anticipated it, 
by fixing his own meaning beyond the poffibillty 
of mifconception. *' I refufed" fays he (Se- 
cond Letter, page 17th) "to be the perfon 
^^ to raife a flame in the country that noibing 
*^ Jbort of arms could keep down\^ and again, 
(page 24th,) fpeaking of the Britifli Miniftry he 
fays, ^* rather than indulge me, they mufl: boldly 
"face, I had almoft faid the certainty of 
•^ driving this kingdom into a rebellion, and 
^^ open another breach for ruin and deftru6lion 
^* to break in upon us." Now let the intelli- 
gent reader compare thefe paflages with thofe 
quoted in thelaft paper, and then fay whether it is 
poflible to give to his Lordfliip's wordsany other 
meaning than this — that, in his opinion, the Irifh 
Roman Catholics were determined, at all events, 
to have the extent of their demands ; and that 
the only alternative \ was, full Emancipation or 
general InfurredljoR, 

Whether 
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, Whether the Roman Catholics really auth6»- 
rized his Lordlhip thus to enforce their claim3 
l>y the menaces of rebellion, they themfelves beft 
know; but if they, indeed, entertained the fenti- 
ments which he afcribes to them, if they har- 
boured €vet> the remoteft intention of reforting 
to force for the purpofe of obtaining the objects 
they had in view, what eftimate are we to forn| 
^her of their wifdom or their patriotiftn ? 

That the Irilh Roman Catholics fiiould, 
like other frail mortals, be ambitious of politi- 
cal power, that they fliould wifti for place and 
p^itroaage^ and that the orators of their body^ 
ihould prefer t;be majeftic theatre of the Comr 
motis Houfe of Ru-liament to the^ limil:ed area 
of a Francis Street Chapel, is the moft natural 
thing in the wprld,.But that, in order to 
obtain thefe objeft*, they Ihould rifque their 
own h^ppinefs, and that pf the nation ; har 
is^rd, as my Lord Fit;&william has faid, tie moji 
alarming amd fatal confequ^ces, and endangei^ 
(as he exprefled it) tbs very exigence of th^ coim^ 
//>— this, I fcruple not toaflert, would be a pro^ 
cedure unmatched, as yet, even in the hiftory of 
reyoliitions, and in which it might be diiBcult to 
fay wbetlier guilt or madnefs would moft pr^do^ 
minate. 

Bodies 
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Bodies of men are no lefs bound by the great' 
laws of moral obligation than individuals ; nor 
is a crime the lefs atrocious becaufe it is per- 
petrated by a multitude. We ihould fhudder 
at the infernal malevolence of that man who 
would deliberately fet fire to the houfe of his 
next door neighbour, merely becaufe the latter, 
on grounds which to him feemed juftifiable, de- 
layed the payment of an alledged debt. • But 
what would be the guilt of fetting a hundred 
houfes on fire, compared with the wilful enkin- 
dling of the infinitely more dreadful flame of 
inteftine war ? Let me farther alk, what is there 
in the circumftances of the Irifli Roman Catho- 
lics at this day, which could jufkify , in the fight ' 
of God or man, the &cnAcc o£ a fingle life ? 

I acknowledge that refiftance to Rulers may, 
in certain circumftances, be juftifiable ; but it 
can only be fo in extreme cafes, and even then 
it is a defperate remedy. To the vagabond 
and the defperado ; to human wolves and tigers, 
whofe appetite is rapine, and whofe delight is 
devafkation, it may doubtlefs afford an alluring 
profpcA ; and it may not want attractions for the 
dark demagogue who hates ppwer in all hands 
but his own^ and who devoutly wilhes that the 
fabble may rule, becaufe he hopes and trufts 
that he Ihould. rule the rabble. But to thelbcial 

and 
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atid humanized man, to the induftrious arid* welt 
regulated citizen, reliftance will ever be tlie ob- 
jeft of horror ; and then only will he be com- 
pelled to think of it, when Government diredlly 
counteradls the original ends of fociety — when 
there is no rational hope of redrefs in the ufeof 
milder expedients — and when perfonal liberty, 
domeftic tranquillity, and fecurity of property, 
muft either be contended for, or loft. 

But are thefc the circumftances of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland ? Are their perfons, or their 
properties, lefs fecure than thofe of the Protef- 
tants ? Have they not the fame benefit of law, the 
fame reward of induftry, the fame civil privi- 
leges, in every fefpeft, with the reft of their coun- 
trymen ? And is there a fingle burthen which 
either is, or can be, impofed upon them, without 
equally efFeiling all the other members of the 
community ? Where, then, is the infufferablc 
grievance ? Why merely this, one in twenty thou- 
^ fand of them cannot have the full gratification 
of his ambition ! And is it for this — -to gratify 
this ambition, or rather to obtain the bare poffi- 
bility of its gratification,* that the hulbandman 

Ihould 

* ^* Except Parliament'* fays one of the Orators of Fran- 
cis Street, " it " (that is, the wiftied-for Emancipation,) 
<^ would confer nothing but eligibility ; your meafure" adds 
he, ^^ would be taken, no doubt, for certain polls and employ- 

<* ments ; 
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ftouid k^€ his farm, the maiiufadlurer reliri- 
tjuifti his implements, the merchant forfake his 
tountirig-hoiife, arid all rufh fdrward intoancal- 
tulable devafiation and ilaughter? Is it for this 
that they Ihduld ftake their oWn and their coun* 
try*s happiiiefs in that delperate game of blood, 
the only certairt refult of which would be ruin- 
Wide fpread, lafting, perhaps, remcdilefs ruin ? 

That the iDody of the Rdman CatKbiics either 
did, or could, entertain fuch intentions, I cannot 
|)oflibly believe. Coilld I adniit fuch an opinion ^ 
I muft fuppofethem under a diabolical influence^ 
like that of the pdffeffed animals in the Gofpel^ 
iyhich '^ ruflied violently down a fteep place in* 
*^ id the fea,.andperillied in the waters/* But 
it is evident that fuch were the a|)preherifibns of 
my Lord Fitzwilliani ; and, if fo, on what prin* 
tiple could he bring himfelf to take a ftep of 
all others the nioli likely to realize the mifchief 
which he dffeaded ? If the fpirit of the cduntr^ 
was as inflamniable as he conceived, cbuld any 
fexpedient have beeri devifed more directly cal^ 
fculated to make the flaihe burft forth, than the 
pubiiibing anddiiTemiiiating of fuch reprefenta^ 

*' ments *, biit you ihiglit remain fbt ever without filling any 
bf themi from the highefl tcl tKe loweft, unlefs Qdvernmcnt 
** was pleafed to appoint yOiii" — Do^^r Bean's Sfteeh at 
FhtntU Street Chaf€l, 

E tions ! 
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tions ! The private communication of them to 
the BFitiih Cabinet, when his Lordfliip fuppofed 
them t6 be founded, might have been a duty ; 
but the fending them abroad amongft the very 
peffons about whom he was tremhUng^ and of 
whofe quietnefs he defpaired, was little fliort of 
an a6l of madnefs. Granting that he was con-» 
vinced of the turbulent fpirit of thofe Roman 
Catholics with whom he and his friends had cor- 
refponded, ftill it was poffible that the infanity 
was not univerfal, and that fome happy acci- 
dent might have obftrufted its general progrefs. 
But could any means have been thought of 
more efFedlual to defeat fuch a hope, than for 
fuch a perfonage as my Lord Fitzwilliam to pro- 
claim to all the Roman Catholics in the Natron, 
that he deemeci at once their purpofe to be defpe- 
rate and their wifli irrefiftible ? Of the intention 
of Lord Fitzv^^Uiam I fay nothing; his private 
character fecures him from the flighteft imputa- 
tion of malevblence, and' he has too great a 
ftake in this country not to be interefted in its 
fate. But of the aft itfelf, by whatever means 
his Lordihip was betrayed into it, can we fay 
lefs thaa that it was, in efFedl,' to light up the 
Beacons of Infurredlion — to found the Tocliii 
of Rebellion ? 

And here it is imppllible to oniit obferving, 

that 
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t/iat his Lordfliip, in the opinion he formed of 
the difpofitions of the Irifli Catholics, could 
not have depended folely on his own judgement. 
We are warranted in concluding that he neither 
adled nor fpoke without the concurrence of thofe 
iii this country, whom he honoured with his con- 
fidence; and that^ confequently, in the ftate- 
ments he made to the Britifli Cabinet, he deli- 
vered their fentiments as well as his own. Wc 
i:now that Mr. Grattan, in particular, was one 
of his moft confidential friends, and that, on the 
Catholic queftion, their views were one and the 
fame. But if Mr. Grattan was really of opinion 
that the Roman Catholics of Ireland entertain- 
ed the fentiments which my Lord Fitxwilliam 
attributed to them, in what light are we to con^^ 
fider his weH-known Anfwer to their Addrefs ? 
My Lord Fitzwilliam trembled about the Roman 
Catholics^ defpaired of keeping them quiet y and 
deemed their wifti trrejijlihle ; and Mr. Grattan, 
his confidant, his fecond-felf, fays to thofe very 
Roman Catholics, ^* If fuch a combination re- 
^^ turn to power, I have no hefitation in faying 
^^ they will extinguifh Ireland, or Ireland muft 
^^ remove them — it is not your caufe only, but 
*' that of the Nation ; I find the country already 
^* committed in theftruggle. I beg to be com- 
<^ mi.tted along with her."' Did Mr. Grattan 
fijppofe my Lord FitzwiUiam's ftatements to 
^^ be 
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be juft, and yet did he fpeak thus ? Did h» 
believe the country tp be fo very comb^ftiblci 
and did he thu3 deliberately caft a firebrand ihtq 
the midft of it ? Was it patrjotifm which caul4 
impel hini to this ? Was it the pure love of hi^ 
country which induced hini to ^^ appeal to the 
^ latent and fummary powers of the people,'* at 
a moment when, ia the opinion of his Noble 
Friend, the public temper was fuch as tp ha:* 
zard tie very exigence of that cduntry ? Or wa^ 
it the rage of difappointment, the difappoint- 
ment qf that high-raifed ambitipn, which, could 
\t only hav(2 combined Catholic irrfjijibilitj! 
with its own Ariftocratic influence, might have 
hoped to prefcribe laws to the Legiflature, an4 
to hurl defiance at the Throne } — Graciou^. 
Jleaven ! what would have been the fituation 
of tjiis ^bufed kingdom if the calculation of the 
popular temper had been as fpund^d ^s the ap^ 
peal to it was frantic ! 



ESSAY ly. 

PEMOCRATIC LIBERTY CONSIDEREP, 



May 4,1795, 

JL HE Revolutipn in the Dutch provinces bore, 
at firft, a very mild and gentle appearance. I? 
feerned as if Democracy had parted with its 

^eetl^ 
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teeth and ckw$ before it had vifited the HoIIaa- 
der$ } and that it was (UfpQ^^d to recommend it« 
ielf to all Europe as ^, quiet inoffeniive fort of 
beaft, that might be ftroaked ai^d P^reir^4 with-* 
put any haj6ar4 whatever. 

But it appears^ at length, that this feemtng in* 
nocencc was the mere purring of a tiger. The 
locks of the democratic Sampfon have grown, 
and he fhakes the temple over the heads of thofe 
who were qiad enough to admit him* The 
packets of laft week announce that the Revolu- 
tionary Government of that emancipated country 
has juft iffued an ediA, enjoining all who arepof- 
fefled oigold orfihxer uncoined j to deliver it up, 
forthwith, to thofe who aft in the name of the 
{Sovereign People. By gold and Jilver uncoined^ 
it is fcarcely neceflary to obferve, muft be meant 
plate of all fofts, and, perhaps, watches, buckles, 
buttons, trinkets, with the whole tribe of etceteras 
which are ufually made of thofe precious metals. 

Now, fuppofe we, in this country, were thus 
failed upon-— in fuch a cafe the rich would not 
be the only fufFerers ; every induftripus man and 
woman who had been fuccefsful in bufinefs, and 
Tyhofe^ wilh for decency had led them to lay out 
a part of their favings in decorating a tea or din- 
ner table, would, in their feveral degrees, be fub- 
ijed^ed to the general pillage. 

But 
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But would the good people of Ireland like 
fuch a fweeping Gonfifcation ? Would the labori-r 
ous mechanic and the thrifty houfewife, who. 
have, hitherto, felt a virtuous pride in being able 
to difplay to their neighbours at a holiday treat 
the fhining tokens of their frugality . and inde^ 
pendence, and who have niarked, with fecret de- 
light, the eyes of their cuftomers attradled by 
the fplendour of the glazed buffet; would they, 
I fay, fubmit willingly to be ftrjpped of their 
little hoard, by the hard hand of authority, 
whether of a King or a Republic ? 

But methinks I hear a neighbour *alk, what 
fignilies gold or filver compared with Liberty ? 
But, fay I, what fignifies Liberty, if a man's filvef 
fpoons are not fafe in his cupboard ? For my 
part, I can form no idea of Liberty f^parate 
from fecurity of perfons and property ; and I 
cannot help thinking that if my candlefticks are 
taken off my table, or my cup fnatched from 
my lips, Ihould either happen unfortunately to 
be of lilver, it would be much the fame thing to 
me whether it were done by an e:j?cife-officer, ^ 
ijational guard, or a conimon houfe -breaker. 

Governrnents were inftituted for the protec-. 
tion of fogiety ; that a man may fit fecurely in 
his houfe, and go along the joad without being: 

knocked 
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knocked down ; that the induftribus ihay laboof 
without tnoleftation, and may enjoy his acquili- 
tions without being plundered : thefe are the ra- 
tional ends of Government ; when they are an- 
fwered, Government is a public good, and has 
a right to public fupport. But tiait is a bad 
Government which not only gives no protec- 
tion, but actually exifts by preying on the decen- 
cies and innocent gratifications of civilized life. 

Kingly Governments have, no doubt, been 
frequently oppreffive ; but when f/jej^ opprefs, 
they do not oblige their people to call that op- 
preflipn Liberty : this adding of infult tq injury- 
is the peculiar glory of Revolutionary Govern- 
ments. When Lord Peter, in the Ta/e of a Tub^ 
cut a large flice off a bro\;^n-George loaf, :anrl 
handed rt to his hungry brother^, we are told he 
ufed to fay to them, " Look ye, gentlemen-, tiiis 
*^ is mutton — excellent mutton ;. and'if you don't 
^^ call it mutton, you'll be damn'd eternally." 
But Revolutionary Liberty beats my Lord Peter 
all to nothing; what he gave to his brothers was 
ftill ibmething they could eat ; if it was not juft 
what he called it, it was food ; it was not poifon; 
But Democracy, as far as we have yet wit- 
neffed its good offices, gives inftead of Bread; 
aStone; inftead of a Fifh, a Serpent: and, inftead 
of an Egg, it offers a Scorpion, Nor is this all, 

for 
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^t wfieii the Serpent bites^ or tfie Scorplori 
fting$^ the wi'etched yi Aims mufi not fo much 
as whimpef> when they are robbed and plun- 
dered^ and flfipt $ if they do not wilh to loi^ 
their lives as well as their fubftance^ they muff 
ftill fltout Lihrtj ! Liberty I 



So much fdr the firft fieps of Emaiifcipatiori 
in Holland i—^Let us now fee what thty may 
look to hereafter, as a cbtnpenfatioii for the 
stripping of their fidebdards/ And who will 
pretend to i^y, that the Dutch will npt hav^ 
their full fhareaf all the happincfs the French 
have obtained; ot that the Tree of Liberty will 
not bear as rich fruit among the former, as it 
has done among the latter? But what aft the 
fruits which France has gathered off the Tree of 
Liberty ? What advantages does it Appear to 
have gained from its Revolution ? To be in- 
formed Oh this head. We will have recourfe to af 
fure quarter, remote from the influence of a 
Court, ot Minijfter ; We will gor to a weil-knowh 
Oppofition Paper, the Cmrier^ publifhed inf 
London on the a^d of laft motith, in the thircj 
column of the third page of which We find zi 
Speech relative td the p'referit ffeate of France,- 
delivered by one Petet^ oh the 8th day of the 
feme month in the National Gonrentiom 

^^FOF 
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" t'or thefe five years paft, (fays Pelet,) the 
^^ people, who defite to be happy, have been 
" dupdd by words; for five years paft they have 
^ been oppreffedzxAfeverely Smarted t Let us ho 
** longer adjourn our duty, and their right^^ for 
^^ amhltion and crime \ ignorance and famine will 
^ ncft ceafe to fpread their devaftationr. The 
*^ erroneous fyftiem of our political oeconomy is 
^ the fource of all dtir fufferings— our mamifac^' 
^ fufes langufjbj our mdrithne trade is dejlroy^ 
** ed: whilft our viftdries render us iUuftrioUi, 
^*^ arid ^bnfoKdatcoiiir power abroad, dif order 
JbaUts the very ftnmdaikns of fmety at home!\ 



<K 



Now' what is this ? Is it natiorial happinefs ? 
Is it'sg thing worth fighting for, worth riiking 
every thing valuable for? Is it ajuft and ade- 
quate^ return, for all the human blood which has 
been flied in the purftiit df it ? And can Holland 
hope for any thing better ? At prefent it is un-* 
der a French Government ; that French Govern- 
iftent has begun its career with robbery ; and as 
to what is likely to arife frorti it in the feqiier, 
let us lifiieii to Pel^t in another part of the fame 
fpcech. 

" If,'' %s he, ^« you delay treatirig ivith Hol- 
*^ land, if you continue occupying that country 
^* as ar conqueft, Commerce win fly from'^ that 

F '[ Republic. 
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« Republic. You will annihilate that bcauti-* 
^*ful creation of human induftry; in. three 
*^ months that country will be a charge to you^ 
•^ and its fugitive riches will increafe the trea- 
** fures of your enemies." 

Such, tlien, ire th^ bkffed fruit? of Democra- 
tic Eniancipation, which France enjoys already, 
and which Holland has in profpeft, if France 
perfeveres in holding it as a fraternized coun-* 
try, Pelet afferts that France has been ia the 
fituation which he defcribes ioxfiveyears^ that 
is, ever fince the commencement of the new 
fyftem. So, then, during the prefent/r^^ Govern- 
ment, France has been mijerable ; and, during 
her old Jlavifb Government, flie was compara- 
tively hapfy ! This is plain ; becaufe if Ihe had . 
been miferable under the old Government, P^fc/ . 
could not have limited the term of national mi- 
fery Xojive years. 

. What then follows ? Clearly, that French 
Liberty has been produftive of fo muchmifery, 
that they now look back to. the very times of. 
that old Government which they fo much re* 
probated, as times of happinefs compared with 
the prefent .- . .,. 

And what do the expreffions of this feme . 

Pekf 
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Pekt imply relative to Holland ? Obvioufly, 
that Holland, too, was comparatively happy be- 
fore the French entered it. *^ You," fays he, 
** will annihilate that beautiful creation of human 
*^ induftry ; in three months time that country 
^^ will be a charge to you, and its fugitive riches 
^^ will increafe the treafures of your enemies." 
So, then, before the French entered, Holland was 
heautvfuly it was rich ; but what will it be if 
they continue in it ? Its beauty (according to 
VeUt\ will be annihilated, and its *^ riches will 
l^ make unto themfelves wings and fly away/* 

Governments, like all other human inftituti- 
ons, mufl: have their weakneffes ; nor can it be 
hoped that a community confiBiin^ of frail mor- 
tals fliould be perfedly happy. But we can have 
few better proofs that the Government of a 
country is a good one than that the country it- 
felf is rich and leaviifuh This fliews that induf- 
try is vigorous, and that men are encouraged to 
the honcfl: acquilition of wealth, by the profpeft 
of enjoying it without difhirbance. Thus, general 
employment is excited; and general employ^, 
ment infallibly conduces to general happinefs.. 
I ftiall not difpute with thofe who view matters, 
in a different light, and who think defolation, 
and deformity, and want, and defpair, to be the, 
marks of a good Government ; but I ihall fay» 
F 2 OA 
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on the atfthorijty of Pejef^ that if they are, th,c 
French, whether we conAder them at home qr 
abroad, in their own country or in poll and, 
have, unqueftionably, the befk Government in th? 
world ; for (to ufe the words of the Propbet) 
*^ The land is as the Garden of Eden before? 
^\ them, but behind them a defplate wildernefs.'* 

But, after all, if muft^e acknowledged that the 
Tree of French Liberty hfis by no means thrivej^ 
fo'well in Holland as \\, ha^ done elf(?where. If 
we wifli to fee it, as Wolfey fays, in Shakfpeare^ 
*^ bearing its blulhing honours thick upon it,'* 
we muft take a view of it in Spain : and hero 
again we will admit nq partial, prejudiced repor- 
ters ; we will confult the fame honeft Oppqfition 
paper (fince it is fo ufual tq believe, thg-t— what- 
ever oppofes the Britifli Gpvef nment muft be 
honeft,) that we did before. 

In the Courier of April i%^h we are told^ that 
on the 15 th of t^ie (ame njonth, Tallien piade the 
following ft^t^ment ift t^^e Convention : *^ In the 
** Provinces of Gujptffcon arjd Bifcajf^^^ laid he^ 
•^ the inhabitants, friends to liberty, we^^e ready 
*^ to receive thp French as brethren ; Sl ^^. 
** lajlian opeped, its gates with acclamations of 
** joy ^ but .the entrance of the French tropps 
* ^yas dift^nguiflied by f iUa^ei and the ipoft 

^^ unheard 
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'^^inheard-of cruelties. The Prieft$ haw been 
*' arrefted, the Monks and Nuns have been 
*^ torn from their cloifters, have been heaped 
^^ in carts and dragged to Bayotmey where they 
^^ were made tp fufFer the moft unheard-of treat- 
^^ ment. In Bifcay^ columns of tqiops hadad>» 
*^ vanced, carrying devaluation and death with 
^^ them ; towns and villages have been laid in 
^^ aflies ; thofe vales where peace and fecurify had, 
*^ TILL THE^^inhahhed, are becomefcenesof the 
*^ moft atrocious barbarity. Tie women are ra^ 
*' vijbed : and thofe wioy on tieir inees, ajkedfor 
•^ tleir lives, were larharoujly majfacred^^ 

And now, whether we contemplate democrat 
tic liberty in YvaxiQey in Holland, or in Spain, 
is it not a moft delightful and moft alluring 
thing ? In France, it dupes with words, and its 
fruits are opj^refftony Jcarciiy of provijions, lan^ 
guijbment of manufaQure^ deftruSion of trade, 
la Holland, it ftrips the people of their gold 
and filver ; and, if it continues, will ftrip the 
country of its commercey its riches, and its beauty^ 
And in Spain, amid thofe vales in which, riLh 
THKN, (mark till then, i. e. till Freiich generojity 
came to free them from Spanifi>defpotifm,) pback 
AND SECURITY had dwclt ; it triumphs overall 
juftice, decency, and humanity; out-doing Ti^ 
hrius in luft, and Nero in cruelty. 

Mr. 
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• «^ Mr. Pitt," fays a Francis Street dedaimcr; 
*' commenced the war to curtail and weaken the 
^^ principles of liberty, and the principles ofU- 
'** herty have been extended and fortified^ What 
this Gentleman means by the principles of liberty , 
tve can be at no lofs to determine. How much 
reafon he has to glory in their being extended, 
and fortified, let duped and beggared France, 
let Holland, once rich and beautiful^ now robbed 
and likely to be ruined, let the lately /^«r^ and 
peaceful^ but now bloody and depopulated, plains 
of Bifcay, declare to an aftonifhed world. 

People of Ireland ! are you not very miferable 
that you have not yet participated in thefe inva- 
luable bleflings ? Have you not reafon to lament 
that your friends in this city were not able to lay 
their fchemes better, and that the Englifli Fleet 
was not a little weaker, and the French Fleet 
fomewhat ftronger \ Then you, too, might have 
been enriched like the Dutch, and made happy 
like xht Bifcayans ? Then, in truth, you would 
have been greatly emancipated : your country 
would have been emancipated from its wealth ; 
your wives and daughters would have been 
emancipated from their chaftity ; and yourfelves, 
perhaps, as the laffc bleffing of which you would 
have been capable, would have been emanci- 
pated from exiftence. 

EssAr 



ESSAY V. 



DEMOC-RATIG LIBERTY CONTINUED; 



Sept. 10, i79p»' 

Montesquieu has obferved, that the po- 
litical liberty of the fubjedl confifts ^^inatran- 
^^ quillity of mind arifing from the opinion each 
*^ perfon has of his own fafety," and, he adds, 
tliat, " in order to have this liberty, it is requi- 
^^ lite the Government be fo confliituted as that 
^^ one perfon need not be afraid of another.'' . 

This is plain common fenfe, obvious to every 
man's reafon, and correfponding with every 
man s feelings ; but, if fo, what eftimate are we 
to forni of the efFeils of French Democracy ? 

. The ftatements made dally in the Convention 
are indifputable, becaufe the Convention itfelf 
authenticates them, by making them the ground 
of its decrees. But if thcfe accounts are authen- 
tic, may it not fairly be alked, in what country, 
or at what period, has the very teverfe of poli- 
tical liberty been fo completely exemplified as in 

France, 
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France, fincc its adoption of the democratic 
fyftem ? .\ 

Where, or when, had individuals fo little 
ground to reckon upon their own perfonal fafety ? 
Where, or when, had every one man fo much 
reafon to be afraid of every other man ? 

What, by its own confeffion, has been the 
Convention ? Has it been the temple of rational 
liberty, the bright focus of national light, the 
terror of the oppreflbr, the afylum of the 
wretched ? Has it not, on the contrary, been at 
one period the mean unrefifting inftrument of a 
Robefpierre, at another, the weak, hood-wiiiked 
dupe of its own villainous Commifiioners ; blind 
as a mole to the mifchiefs of the hour, and fliarp- 
lighted as the eagle to thofe that had gowe by ; 
a giant in theory and a pigrtiy in praftice ? ^^ Wc 
'** were forced,** fays Pouzalles, ^*'to fubmit to 
^* the empire of an execrable faftion, which Ihe'd 
** our blood, and afterwards extended its ravages 
*^ to every part of the Republic ; the lignal of 
*^ diftrefs was given, but we had no fuccour." 
An honourable acknowledgement from a body 
calling itfelf a Legtflature ! Is it not ftrange that, 
though none could difprove this miferable con- 
feffion, fome Ihould not have objefted to its be- 
ing handed down as an hiflorical document to 

pofterity ? ^ 

But 
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J&ut now they that dare to fpeak* out* how - 
that they are lii retrofpedl fo purely virfuous and^ 
fo profoundly wi/f, what; in faft, do their enquiries ^ 
amount t6 ? The blackeft fceries are developed" 
daily J e«ch frefti difcuffidn brings forth fome: 
greater abominations ; *^lid the htiman fancy is 
puzzled to coryeftiire where the mbnftrous vo-'^ 
lame is to end. But are not their accufj^tions oP 
their colleagues diredl criminations of them-* 
felves ? For >^ho, or what, were thofe blood-* 
hounds who are iidw acknowledged to have con-{ 
foniided petfoiis and ptoptxtiti in ode commod * 
wreck, and to have blended, iti pfonliftuou^^ 
flaughter, all ages, fexes, ranks, and charaAers ? 
Were they not the confidential members, the fe- 
ledled Confimfffloner^of the CdrnVerition ? Were •' 
they not thofe, too, wha once tifed as plaufible 
language, and laid claim tb atf pure a patriotifm,' 
^s any of their accufers? ? And is not candour it-* 
felf obliged to fufpeft that the chi6f difference* 
between the one and the other lay Mher in their 
fituatiohs than iti their principles and tehapers ?■ 
All of th'eii) could not hafte sttithoritative trufts- 
in the Departments ; but, it appears, that few who 
had the opportunity ta be villains fuffSred it to 
efcape unimproved ; aijd thofe who had not the 
opportunity, have, in feveral inftailces, Ihewn 
what they would have done, had it been in their 
power. Every owe recoUefts Jedn de Briis fa- 
G mou5 
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fl|(9ii9 titption for a band pf afiaf^atiog Miiffiff:^ 
fiaries; and Talfims propofal for executing 
thofe who were accofed, without the tmne^fffiity 
forms of a trials c^ fearcely be forgotten. And 
yet Jsan de Brie fits quiet] y to diis hpur i^ thei 
Gonrention, and TdhM n littfe lefs than a lea« 
der of 1^ prefent pf isvailing party* But even 
the few pTocefies which have commenced feem 
fcarcely to have bepn inftitutcd in caraeft : we 
hear of namer^s acpufations, but of few or nor 
puniihtpent$;. and Barrer^f though accufed of 
the gro^ei^ crimei, does npt appear tQ be> as yft^ . 
cyen brought t0[ t^ial. 

|ftrt be the prwcefditjgs algainflt the Culprits 
fincerp or hypof riticaU the crimes are fuch as 
the worl4 feas fcarcely before; witneffed. Gruel 
zf the Spaniards may hare been in Sou^h Ame- 
rica, the circumftances of th« Natives did not 
admit of a ilmilar pillage ; and the ihorter dura- 
tion of the former nrnflacre of Paris could not 
have left room for fuch di verfified barbarity. It 
49 in free Rtifohitiondrj France only that at one 
rnoment, and in the j&me perfond^ Kero would 
have Xeen himfetf rivalled in mafignity, and 
Heliogahalus in buffoonery ; it is in free revolu-* 
tionary France only that Voltaire $ ideal Mpn- 
fter, the blended Monkey and Tiger, is rea- 
lized to a nicety > it is on that high- railed thea- 
tre 
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tre tod in the vievfr off an stftbnifhed world, thstf 
men, at^ing as Maglftrates, and calling them*-' 
Selves Pbilofophew, have ^^ play^^ fach fantaf- 
** tic tricks before high Heaven," not barely a^ 
would make *^ Angels weep,** but ^ 14ffQt$ 
would dtCpi{e, and Savages abhor. 

Is this dedacnation? Let die man th^t thinks 
fo, if fujch <:an be, advert to the reports of the 
Convention, as given in an Iri(h Oppofitioa 
paper, the Hilerman Journal, of Wednefday, 
Augufl: the 19th;. Jiet hini read the account of 
LequiniOf a Commiflioner from the Convention; 
one moment embracing, in the view of the 
multitude, a ruffian who had offered voluntarily 
to be the minifter of his malice— ^-another mo- 
ment ai^ling the part of an aflaflin himfelf ; now 
haranguing the people from the blood-ftained 
Guillotine, and then forcing the defenceless vic- 
tims of his tyranny to afcend it, merely that he 
might make them trample on the remains of 
their flaughtered relatives ! Let him read the la-r 
conic epiftle of Piorry^ another Deputy, and 
Commiffioner, to the People of Poitiers: *' Lofe 
^* not a moment, every thing muft be deftroyed, 
^* burnt, guillotined, carried off, regenerated !'* 
And, laftly, let him attend to the merciful pro- 
je<9: of Bo, for giving plenty to France, by cut* 
tin^ off oae half of its inhabitants. " Be of 
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<f good cheer, France h^s enough for twelvo 
*f millions of people; the reft of its inhabitants 
^/ will be put\o death, ^ncj then proyifion? will 
^^ be abundant !'^ 

Surely, lince men began to multiply qn the 
face of the earth, fuch fcenes never were exhi- 
bited in it before. I will not infult the undpr- 
ftanding and the feelings of my reader by aflc-r 
ing what conpedlion all this has with Liberty l 
But I call upon the man of candour an(l reflec- 
tion to fay, whether it is not amazingly like the 
retributive juftice of God ? France would nof 
even allow exijience to the humane, tender heart •• 
eel, too gentle Louis ; it faw hipi, approvingly 
faw him, hunted down, and worried to death 
by an infernal pack of Jackals and Hyaenas, 
What then cpuld be more equitable, than that 
the monfters Ihould turn upon thofe who ha4 
encouraged them, and glut their whetted ap- 
petite with the blood, the treafures^ and the 
happinefs of France itfelf ? 
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ppMQCRATIC CONSISTENCY. 
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Sept. 19, 1795. 



HIS> doubtlefs, is the age of political pro- 
jdigies. The well-known Metamorphofes of the 
Roman Poet feem almoft to Ihrink within the 
Jimits of nature and probability, when com- 
pared with the tranfmutations juft now exhibit- 
ed in the French Convention, 

. Legendre, the butcher, the leader, and the 
mouth-piece of that rabble of favages, who, 
with a pair of old black breeches on a pole, and 
the heart of a calf on the point of a pike, for 
their ftandards, burft into the Caftle of the 
Thuillcries on the memorable 20th of June— 
Legendre, who propofed that Mamtel (who, 
though a democrat, had a confcience and a 
heart,) Ihould be voted w^^, merely becaufe, 
while the trial of the King was pending, he fug- 
gefted thattick;ets of admiffion fhould be diftri- 
|)uted among the real Citizens, in order to pre-- 
vent the galleries from being filled by a domi- 
neering mob-^This fame Legendrey now pathe- 
tically laments — ^what? That the Convention 
are trenching Qn the foyereignty of his old aflb- 

ciates; 
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xiates; that the ariftocrati2«d Legiflatori wlfh 
to deprefs and trample on the true Sans CuhtteSf 
and to fubftitute their own Majefty inthe room 
of the Majesty of the People ? No fuch thmg; 
but, on the <iontrary, that ^^ the Primary 
^* Affemblies of Paris, though generally com- 
** pofed of koneft CitiMns, are gqvefne^ by « 

Js is poffible that fhis^ rt^lian forgets, or can. 
he perfuade himfelf that the world forgets, that 
Aiortly elapfcd period, vheo, at the head, arid 
in the name, of ja&fucb a iorde of bbggarlv 
KAscAirS, he told the getttk, fubmiffii^e liouis, 
^^ Monfieur, liftento i|s; yes, l^opfieur, yoa 
^* are made to liften ta us ; yoti arc a perfidious 
^^ fellow ;t you^ have always deceived us, and 
^^ you are deceiving us ftill V And yet this is 
the man who, oa the 8th of this prefent month, 
declared in the Q>nverttion, that they (the Gonv 
ventton) having in vain tried the effects of rea^ 
fon, (i. e. having in vain tried to prevail with 
the Sd'Oereign P^ople^ to bow before- the felfy 
(Created fovereignty of himfelf and his colleagues) 
fftu/t now have recourfcto .4^^ I 

Bat even- the effrontery of this hero of the 
^aughter-houfe muft yield to the happier im^ 
pudenee of TaUm^ vAlo^ in his harangue to the 

Copvcn- 
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Qfnvendonon the 5th inftmt^ ^lAott^ th^m to 
^^ laMko ufe of their (omnipotence^ and to march 
'^ under the ftandardaof tjhe armies, and of the 
^^ patriots erf 1789/' But who, or whiit, is 
this Tallin f Why, at the period he. mentions, 
he was nobody, an obfcure clerk in Paris* 
l^htti oitly, when the ch^dron of democracy 
begali to boil high, and the vileft dregs of the 
commtinity arofe from its bottom and formed a 
icum upon its furface, theQ, and not till then^ 
Taltien rofe alfo. His prima^ry fun6iion waa 
that of Secret^ to the fangininary felf-created 
Council of Commune, Which commenced its 
fell career on the night of the 9th of Aoguft, and 
under whofe fuperintendance the mafikcres of 
the 2d of Septembejr were prqjecfted and 
atchieved. His firfl public appearance was at 
the bar of the L^iflative AfieOkbly, as a Com- 
tnifiary from that ian&e CounciU where^ during 
the very feafonof perpetratiot>, while every 
heart that retained any thing human was thril* 
)^ng with horror, he coolly excufed the hellifh 
bufinefs, by calling it *^ the, in fons^e fort, ju0 
•' vengeance of the people T^ 

When for his merits thus opening to view bef 
was ekifted to the Convention, he not only dif-* 
tinguilhed himfelf by his petulance and felf-fuf- 
,ficiency, but ftifl more by his determinate op- 

pofition 
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Jjttfitioh t6 every nlotibn for imrfeftigatirig thofc 
murderous tranfaftions whichhe, with his bofdfrf 
friends, Robefpierre arid Cbdbot, on all occafion^ 
afferted to have been the aft of the pcopW 
themfelves. Of that execrable fedlipja,. fo long 
as it appeared likely to retain its power, he waj- 
the decided partifan; and, on fome occafions^ 
even called forth the cenfure of his co-partner^ 
by the rancour of his conduft and expreffions; 
When, for inftance, the queftion of allowing 
Counfel to the imprifoned Monarch was debated 
in the Convention, a mercilefs wretch {OJfelin) 
propofed that they thenifelves fhould name 
Counfel for the King, whom he muft either ac- 
cept, or find others, within four and twenty hours. 
To this even the majority of ^thc Convention 
objefted, ilruck with the 'unreafonablenefs of 
obliging an accufed man to take Counfel chofen 
by his accufers, or an imprifoned man to fix fa 
important a choice in fo limited a fpaee of time. 
But what faid the mild and moderate Tallien ? 
^^ Let him," faid he,. " do the beft he can y 
♦^ let him find counfel who will aft, that is his* 
^' affair ; it is our concern to avenge the National 
*' Majefty." Again, while the King was pre- 
paring for his trial, it was propofed that he 
Ihould have a free intercourfe with his' family ; 
this was no fooner mentioned than the great ma- 
jority of the Convention agreed to it almoft by 

accla- 
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ftcdaniation. Bat ev^n then the virulence df 
TaSm trai^fported him fo ftr as tp ts^ll tfee Con- 
Veotioa, " You may decree this as you pleafe^ 
^f but if the Municipality," (that bleffed ncft of 
Vipers, whofe Secretary he had been^) *^ do 
*^ not choofe it, he will be allowed tp fee none of 
^* them/' The indignation of the Convention 
was excited, the wretch was ceh&red, and the 
cenfure infcrtcd in the Proces Verbal. But the 
tnalignity of his heart could not be reftrained ; 
for even then^ when the caufe ci inhumanity 
\(ras completely gained, when the fullnefs of fuc- 
tefs inight have afforded a moment's relaxation 
to the malicp of the devil himfelf> I mean when 
the Kiqg was pronounced guilty, even then 
^allien vf2& nPt to be &tisfied ; but^ as if ever on 
|he watch (0 gtafp the utmoft poflibilities of 
cruelty, he urged immediate execution, on a 
pretence of metcy fo infernally ironical, that 
even Datiton himfelf was fhocked, and rcmon- 
ftrated agaiftft iiis barbarity. 

And this man now talks about ju^ice and mo* 
deration ; condemns loudly the meafures of that 
party whom be once fpurred on to enorniity ; 
aindfpeaks wit;h rapture of tht patriots of 1789, 
whom he and his coadjutors devoted to death or 
drove into exile. This man, the creature, the 
inftrumenty the jufiifier^ th^ exciter of dark con- 
H fpiracy 
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fpiracy and bloody infurreAion, now dares to fay 
that ^' a new Royal confpiracy, like that of the 
^^ 3ift.May," (that is, the confpiracy of himfelf 
and his friends, which raifed Rohefpierre to the 
Didlatofs cliair, and more than twenty of his 
opponents in one day to the fcaffold,) ^* is pre- 
** paring, and that they are endeavouring once 
" more to miflead the Commune, by perfuading 
'• the inhabitants that they are Sovereigns. ^^ 
And if they are, whofe example are they fol- 
lowing ? Whofe leflbns are they inculcating ? 
Thofe, furely, of Tallien himfelf and his execra- 
ble auxiliaries ! Miferable, diftrafted France, 
what muft be thy fate, when thus in abeyance 
between the mifrule of the disjointed, perplexed, 
infuriate multitude, on the one hand, and the 
military dominion of fuch infernal vagabonds 
and hypocrites on the other ! 

Irifh and Britifli democrats (thofe of you I 
mean who are not in the fecret ; who, mifled by 
artful demagogues, are yourfelves more finned 
againft than finning,) for your country's fake, 
open your eyes, and fee, in Legendre and TalUertj 
what muft ever be the charadler of Revolution- 
ary Leaders when once raifed to power. Alk 
your own reafon, whether the dominion of fuch 
men would be a bleffing to this country ; and 
reft afflired, that if a Revolution would not find 

fuch 
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foch chafafters, it woiild make them; it would 
hatch them by its peftiferous heat in the carcafe 
of mangled fociety. And think, oh think, whe- 
ther the prefent regular adminiftration of laws 
and proteftion of property (regular, I fay, unlefs 
fq far as it has been nude otherwife by the in- 
fidious artifices of your own Chieftains,) would 
be well exchanged for the bafe ftratagems, the 
infulting haughtinefs, the fawning adulation, and 
the brow-beating defpotifm of fuch roulbroom 
mifcreants ! 



ESSAY VII. 

June 1(5, 1796. 

JLn my walks through this city I fometimes 
fall in with a clafs. of men fo peculiarly diilin- 
guifhed from all other perfons, that, I dare fay, 
many befides myfelf are in the habit of obferving 
them. They appear occafionally in private com- 
panies, but they rriake a far more confpicuous 
figure at Clubs and public Societies* The traits 
by which tKey are known appear with equal 
prominence in their converfation and counte- 
nance. In their converfation they harp eternally 
on the fame llring, the wickedn^fs of Govern- 
uiejoyt^ and the wrongs done to the people* In' 
^ > H a . ' their 
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their countcnantest they Exhibit the mc^^iking 
marks of difeotitenty irritability, and arrogance^ 
If the gloom bngfatens at any tiine into a doabt^ 
ftd funihintt) it is when the French have ^ne^ 
a vi49:ory , when the EngHih fleet has been drivea 
back by contrary winds, t»r when H^rm T6ol$ 
has entertained the mob at WeiiixniQfter with ^ 
philippic againft the Minift^r, 

It cannot be dtmbted but that thefe men are 
iingularly unhappy, and, on this account, they 
might, at firft view, feem objefts of commifera- 
tibn ; but thcJndefatigable eagernefs with which 
they labour to make others as wretched as them- 
felves, and to transliife into the minds of all with 
whom they converfe that corroding venon^ 
which rankled in their own brcaft, has in it fome- 
thing lb *x^iiifitely i^iferhal, fo like what we 
have been ufed loijitribute to thearch-eftettty of 
God and thati, that tfc? tendittdiestb pity muft 
in all well-difpofed ttiihdfi fpfc*dily give way:t(» 
difguft and indignation. 

In what degite the perfotis l» wlifem I iShdt 
ftand )relate(( to the dii(embodied ^atiOii&l 
Guards, or thd difperftd Sbciety of Ufi^ Irifll-^ 
men, I fliall'not pretend to determine. One 
thing is plain, that they are aAuatedby the famef 
fpirit, and aye in purfttit of the feme etids : they 

only 
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0tAj differ in adopting, perhaps through ne^ef* 
§Xyj more indireift ^d lefs alarming means. 
The war exifts ; the objeift is unchanged ; but 
the champions of this day hope to effetft hyfap 
what their predecdfors iHUed in accomplilhing 
\>yJiofm. 

The immediate purpofe is too plain to be 
miftaken ; they evidently wifh and hope to make 
the great body of the People fo completely dif- 
fatisfied with the prefent order of things, that 
they ihall ^t laft rife in a mafs, overturn the Go- 
vernment, and thus leave an open field for the 
introduftion of any theoretic plan which the 
lenterprizing gemus of thofe who excite them 
nowy and truft to bp their leaders tlm^ may hap- 
pen to fuggeft. 

That the defigns of thefe men have failed hi- 

tlierto, or tnay fail, finally, as to their full accom- 

plifliment, makes little difference in the amount 

of their merit or their guilt, If their purpofe be 

rirtaous, their intention fliould not be defrauded 

df its flue praife, bccaufe, from contingent cir- 

cumflanccs, it has proved abortive : if it be cri^ 

minal, they ftand charged in the fight of God 

?uid man with the enormities they would have 

committed, and the miferies they would have 

cccafioned, had Providence permitted their 

fchemes to be fucgefsfuL 

I alk 
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. I alk then, (and I conceive it is a queftion 
ivhich even the lefs guilty agitators of doubtful 
political points have not yetconfidered as they 
ought,) whether any crime can be equal to the 
wilful, wanton endeavour to dilTolvfi the regular 
order of a community? If murder, and pillage, 
and ruthlefs havock, and headlong devaftation, 
entail guilt on the immediate aiSlorsi they who 
caufe thefe enormities, who determinately pulT 
down the only barriers which reftrain them, 
who excite the paffions which muft produce 
them, and create the circumftances which leave 
fcope for them, they, I fay, are much more than 
accomplices ; they muft pafs for principles in 
every crime that is committed^ in every barba- 
rity that is perpetrated. 

That law and government of fome kind are 
neceffary to the fafety of fociety, might be 
proved, if any one was mad enough to deny it, 
by lamentable demonftration. For when at 
any time thefe reftraints have been fufpended,. 
even by events which muft have called forth pity 
where it was, and might almoft have created it 
where it was not, by earthquakes, for inftance, 
or by conflagrations, the fpirit of violence 
and rapine has difcovered itfelf immediately. 

The fenfe of this neceffity firft fuggefted the 

only 
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Only poifible remedy ; and the eftablifliment of 
law and government marked the epocha of 
m^n's rife from favagenefs to civilization, from 
brutal fiercenefsto4:he endearments of humanity. 
Then, and not till then, came the idea of fafety, 
and, with the idea of fafety, the attempt to be 
Comfortable ; then, and not before, the fangui- 
nary howlfoftened {ntothe fong of peace ; then 
fprung up the charities which bind man toman, 
the virtues which enrich our nature, the acquire- 
ments which adorn it, the domeftic and focial 
enjoyments which make life worth preferring. 

But would thefe indifpenfible requifites td 
human happinefs furvive the burft of anarchy ? 
Would not the overbearing flood of uncurbed 
paffion, of unreftrained depravity, fweep them 
all away ? And would not the poor difconfolate 
lover of order fee all that he held dear, the fruit 
of his induftfy, the reward pf his ingenuity, his 
domeftic comforts, his firefide delights, all car- 
ried off, hopelefsly and rcmedilefsly carried off, 
by that refiftlefs torrent, which, while rilingabovc 
every mound of right, would be to all the pur- 
pofes of vice as duftile as a rivulet ? 

Gracious Heaven! And are there indeed men 

in the community who, loft to all the tender 

feelings of nature, would put thefe eftcntials of 

« human 
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liQttian comfort to hai^ard ; nay^ to m^nkely 
worfe than hlzard» to certAui ruin^ and for n0 
one rational objeft i We ihudder at the tale^rf 
midaight murder, or the narrative of ccAd cru- 
elty ; but what midnight nujurder, real or fabled^ 
what odd cruelty, in ancient or modern ftory, 
is equal to this — ^that men not driven mad by 
oppreiBon, not routed to enthuiiafm by any ipe-* 
cies of perfecution, fliould thus make open war 
on focial happinefs, on etery thing that is mildi 
or gentle, or eftimable in human nature ? 

And are there fuch perfons ? Alas, are there 
^t ? Would there be inflammatory aewfpapers 
if there wei'e not fuch to cherifh and to feed 
them? Would there have been Defenders^ if 
there had not been fuch perfons to encourage 
them ? Or, would there be juft now a band of 
plotters, of deeply fyfl:ematized plotters, againfi 
the government and peace of the country, vSk 
the profperous and plenteous iVbr/i5, if the tone* 
of fedition had not been founded from the me- 
tropolis, and echoed and re-echoed by that bufy 
inftrument of mifchief, '^ The Northern Star?''' 
Yes, I write from honeft indignation, becaufe I 
know that in one of the moft thriving diftridls in 
the kingdom, where oppreflion is not felt, where 
diftrefs does not occur, except from mere misfor- 
tune or abfolute vice, the fpirit of fedition, un- 

^xcited 
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fxcfted by the fhadow of provtjcation, and 
wrought up to phrenzy jfolely by the mental poi^ 
fons' of thofe murderous mountebanks, has^ 
within thefe few weeks, prccipitaited a number of 
wretched perfons (who, in ordejr to be com- 
pletely happy, wanted nothing but contented 
minds,) into the gloom of a jail, preparatory, 
perhaps, to the horrors of a gibbet^ 



ESSAY VIII, 

June 1 8, I795# 

JLT }s by no means my wifli to indulge in un- 
qualified cenfure or acrimonious feverity towards 
thofe political agitators to whom I alluded in my 
former paper : I think, in my confcience, tliat 
they are guilty beyond what words can exprefs; 
but ftill J would much rather convince than ex- 
afperate them ; and I Ihoiild be forry to excite th? 
deteftarion of others againft them^ if I could only 
hope that they themfelves would be led to regret 
their mifconduft, and to open their bofoms^ to 
^^ the fompunftious viiitings of nature." 

To themfelves, then, rather than to the Piib*» 

lie at largjs, do I make my ^peal. I call upou 

every man who has the undetftanding and thc^ 

I feeling* 
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feelings of a human being, and who is confciou| 
of having fo written or fpcken, as to encourage 
that fpirit of reftlefs difaffeftion which, in fo 
many parts of this kingdom, has already produ-r 
ccd, and i? at this moment producing, fuch de? 
plorablc cffedls, to enter at length into a review 
pf. his own conduct, to call himfelf before the 
tribunal of his own confcience, and to enquire, 
impartially and folemnly, whether he has aAed 
wifely and well^ as a patriot and as a man^ anc) 
confiftently with his duty to his fellow-creature^ 
and his God. 

That the agitations to which I refer (agitai? 
tions fp unlike any thing that ever before occurred 
in our memory, fo determinedly political^ and fo- 
lingularlyj^^/wj/zV,) are and muft be chargeable 
on the perfons to whom I am addreffing myfelf^ 
they themfelves will not venture to difpute. It 
is notorious that, for years^ they have been la-, 
bouring in every poffible way to detach and alie- 
nate the lower ranks from the higher ranks, the 
People from the Government. In hand-bills of 
various name and title, ftudioufly framed, fo as 
to operate on vulgar minds through the mediun^ 
of their ruling paffions, and diffeminated fo^in-r 
duftrioufly as'to find their way to every village, 
fair, aiid market, they have been inceffantly in- 
p^lcating on the multitude that they w^rethe 

mof^ 
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tfioft wretched, abufed, opprefled people uhdcf 
the canopy of He'iven; that their mifery arofe 
folely from el pblitical caiife, viz. the radically 
bad Govferrimeiit urider Which thfey lived, that 
their happiticft milft depend dfi an dlteratioh of 
that Government, and that, firicS thdfe ifi ipd^et 
were not difpofed td comply with the po^illaf 
wiih, thfe pedj)le ought to do juftice to them* 
felves, by h^ing recourfe to fuch movements as 
could not be rcfifted; 

Let any perlbri, ac(juainte<l with what has beeri 
palling in this country fof the laft four years, fay, 
tvhether this ha^ libt been the uniform purport of 
a4l the publications of the well-kriowil Society ot 
tJnited Irifhmcn ; and I would farthfer afk, whe-* 
ther the fame deflgrt hii nbt been too fuccefs- 
fully purfued (even fince their firft mdde Of diile-* 
mination has been deemed inexpedient) through 
the medium of fuch news-papers as were willing 
to increase their circulat!6n^ by courting depra- 
vity and facrificing tf uth ^ 

Biit was it poflible iri ihi hitiif c of things tha£ 
fuch ftatements could be urged with earneftncfs, 
and inculcated with unwearied afflduity, and not 
make a powerful impreffloh on the rtiirids of thd 
populace? The pcrfori, be h6 who he may, 
xxlountebank or politician^ vrho defcants on hu« 
xa nani 
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|ie flatters the pafliofis while he pretends to fur-* 
pifh remedies^ his prefcriptionswill be received 
ffi the di4tates of an ori^gU, What then jcould 
be ejq^e&ed from the publications to which I al- 
lude, but the very confequences which have fot* 
lowed ? When the ignorant y qlgaf read them, or 
Jieard them read, (and care was taken that they 
^ould not want the c^pportunity ,) and when they 
met with fuch pofitivenefs of allegation, fuch ap* 
parent fervour of fentiment, and warmth of ex- 
preffioni how cduld they doubt but that every 
affertion was true } And what could be thtf 
effedi of fuqh a perfuaiioni but deep hatred of 
Government, rankling jealoufy of their fupe^- 
riors, and a fixed determination to force thei< 
tyay through every difficvilty and danger, in w-»* 
der to cogic at that political Paradife which wai 
t]bi»s prefemed to their vi^w ? 

To imagfiie that the perfpns in qneftion wcr« 
not aware of the liHelihood of thefe effefts^ 
would be to deny them the praife not oaly of fu- 
perior talents, but ^f comnKm rationality. Sup- 
jjofing, then, 4:hat their exhortations had been 
attended with equal fucc':*f^in all thQ different 
diftricjls of the kingdom, I CQuld wiih them ta 
^Ik themfelves, wh:^t would be the vaft advant*: 
t4ge. ? W§ have, heard ef ^the atchievements of i 
^- I - _^ . Defenderifna 
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Defenderifin ivher<* it was triumphant } would it 
be very much for the happinefs of the country 
if thefe outrages wcfe to be univerfal, if they 
were to rife above the check of magifterial 
power, and if the cxifling Grovernment, faulty 
as fome men may efteem it, were to be fet 
afide to make room for a proviiional Directory 
of Defenders i 

When malice is indulged to its extent, every 
objeft is overlooked, except what tends to grati- 
fy the predominantpaffion. An ambition as fran- 
tic as it is profligate, has impelled a few incendia- 
ries to aim at the deftruftion of the prefent ruU 
ing powers, and they account no expedient too 
defpefat^, if it only tends to accomplifh their 
purpofe. But, fuppofing them to have gained 
their point, are they fure that even th^y them- 
felves would not foon have reafon to repent of 
their rafhnefs ? If general infurreftion were now 
the order of the day, would the reftlefs multi- 
tude continue to bow before the fpeculative ge- 
niufes who had called them into aftion ? Or can 
we imagine that a committee of S'j^itcber Do^ 
nellies* would long be fwaycd by the mctapho- 

* The IJom ie Guerre of a noted leader of Defenders and 
Ignited Iriihnacn j\jft then taken into cuftody at Maghera iu 
the coun tj- of Londonderry, 

\ \ ric 
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tit energy of an Hehfs ♦ cloquened ? It hii 
been all-powerful to excite, but would it hi 
equally efFeftual to reftrairi ? It was well fitted 
to draw the peafant from his induftfy, and to 
engage him in midnight murder, and noon-day 
depredation. But when the multitude had onc« 
trFed the ftrcngth of their Own brawny armfi can 
we think that tropes and figures of fpecch would 
ilill keep them in fubjedtion to a few phyficians, 
lawyers, and haberdaftiers, whofe *^ profeffional 
prudence** had induced them to conceal them^ 
felves until they hoped there was no hazard in 
the expofure of their perfons ? 

But in putting thefe quedioris t feel difcou- 
raged. They to whom they apply are as *« thd 
** deaf adder which ftoppeth her ears.** Onct 
more, then, I turn to the friends of order and 
human happinefs, I call upon them to weigh 
what I have faid, and to judge whether any mad- 
nefs is to be compared with the attempts which 
we have feen, andftillfee, to excite the ignorant 
impaffioned populace to difcontent, to violence, 
to rebellion ? And whetlier they whoperfevere in 

• Alluding to a well known publication, called the Hetot's 
Litters y which appeared about the year 1784, and was the 
fifft effufion of that inflanunatory rhetoric which has fince 
been ufed by the United Irifhmen with a fucccfs fo fatal tor 
the quiet and fafcty of the countiyr 

lihk 



( «3 ) 

fills diabolical purfuit, after the deplorable re-!- 
jfults which have already arifen from it, and in the 
ide* of thofe infinitely greater mifchiefs which 
would neceflarily accrue from the completion of 
their fchemes, do not deferve to be hurled froni 
• fociety as the enemies of God and Man ? 



ESSAY IX, 

June 2 J, 1795. 

JL HE exertions of Government ^to fiipprefs 
that fpirit of combination and infurgency by 
which this country has been harraffed, are de- 
fcrving of the higheft praife, They have been 
as judicious as they were vigorous, and the be- 
nefit arifing from them has, perhaps, been as 
gteat as on any fair grounds could have been ex- 
pefted. But I hefitate not to fay that, in order 
to a radical cur^, there is a neceffity for reme- 
dies which no government of any extenfive 
country can of itfelf apply. Government may 
repel actual infurreftion by oppofing to it a fu- 
perioj force : it may give energy to the endea- 
vours of a6live Magift rates by a prompt atten- 
tion to their applications : it may keep good 
order in the metropolis and its immediate envi- 
f ong^ ' bi^t it cannot d^tedt the embryo plots that 
, are 
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jStfc hatching from time to time in remote pfoi 
vinces. It cannot follow the midnight fteps of 
the foul fiend, while he fows the tares of fedition 
in the foil of village fimplicity. It may lop off 
the fiem, what appears above ground an4 
iirikes the ^ye at a diftance ; but it is impoffibld 
it Ihould be able to purfue and trace out the en- 
tangled roots of the mifchief which extend thentr 
felves beneath the furface^ 

Thefe are duties which they whofe intereft is 
at ftake muft perform for themfelves. The men 
«f underfianding, of property, of principle^ in 
Abe diJSereat parts of the country^ muft exefft 
themfelves to preferve the country^ with an affi-* 
duky proportionate to that which other meft 
have ufed^ and are ftill uiing,. to deftroy it^ or 4 
ihorottgh extirpation of the evil cannot poffibly 
ht expend. 

. That the a<^ual -agitators are f^w in numbeF^ 
and that amongft thofe who ha^ve any preteniions 
to refpeiftahility the well-difpofcd would out- 
r^cfcoa the malcontents by hundreds to one^ I 
cannot entertain a doubt. But the milcliief is^ 
that the many are indolent, while the few are in- 
defatigable. Good, eafy; undefigning men^ fil> 
quietly at their fire-fides, while the guileful 
sipiarchi&sar^diffufiB^the principles, andmatur- 
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iflg the fcKemcs, of mfurrc(3:ion ^and revo- 
lution. 

To an indolence of precifely a fimilar nature, 

much more than to the number or the ftrength 

of their adverfaries, the gentry ef France have 

lowed their riiin. Had they, at the beginning, 

tesiertM themfelves in their refpeilive provinces 

ko prevent combinations, to det^ft mifreprefen- 

'tations^ and to pnsvent their adherents and their 

'neighbours from being debauched by the mad- 

*dening principles of the Jacobins, they would, 

in all probability, never have been driven from 

that country, of which, in fpite of all that cin 

he advanced by prejudice or by petqlajace, they 

^ere the graoe and the ornariieiifc' . 

•■' 'i ■ . ■ • ■■• 

Bu\ if ever it fliould happen th^' the genfle- 

•trieii of this country ihould, in Ccmfequence of a 
'fimilar negligence, cxpcrren.bc a fimilar ruin, 
their blame would be aggravated beyond all 
^comparifon ; becaufe they liave adva^ges, as 
i well as motives, which French gentlemen were 
'tiot bleffed with. Hire we knew what we have 
to fupport, a Conftitution ^nder whith we and 
bur fathers have enjoyed the nioft fubflantial blet 
lings ; and thepetmafifence of which i^ our only 
rfeiitire for public and private fafety, for proper- 
ty, liberty, and life. A FrcncH gcuatkman 

K could 
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could not feel this ; ftill lefs could he enforce it 
upon the ranks beneath hinn* He could not ap« 
peal to the experience of the manufafturer of 
the huibandman for their exemption from op-^ 
preffion, for their uniform enjoyment of thp 
moft rational liberty ; he could not urge thetQ 
not to hazard blefiings which they had not yej: 
enjoyed. An Irilh Gentleman, on the contrary, 
has the rea/onand the conference of the farmer an4 
the tradefman ready retained to fupport him ; 
he has every thing on his fide but ignorance, 
which he may do much to enlighten, and pror 
fligacyy which he has ftill fufficient power to re- 
prefs. 

It is the glory of the Britifli empire that thp 
governments of which it is compofed neither do, 
nor can, reftonthe bafisof mere executive power ; 
and that, in order to their ftability, they require 
the conftant and concurrent fupport of men 
of property and independence. The Govern- 
mentis, infadl, little more than the concentration 
of ^eir ftrength, and they again are the natural 
conduits, the nerves and arteries of the Body 
Politic, through which alone Government ca^ 
extend its energy through the fyftem. If, therer 
fore, men of property fail in this their legitimatse 
funftion, the body muft become paralytic ; unar- 
ble to repel a^tacl^ from withput, " or to throiy 
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6fF maladies from within ; and the head and thd 
tnembers, the Government and the property^ 
ihuft be in danger of perilhing together. 

I afk, then, have the nieh of property and iii- 
dependence done, in general, what they owe at 
once to the Goverhment and to themfelves? 0x1 
tKe contrary, have they flot, in too many inftances, 
looked up to Governnient, as the waggonpr in 
the fable looked up to Jupiter ^ when he e^peft-^ 
ed the aid of Heaven, iVithout once putting his 
bwn Ihoulder to the wheel ? Wheii the votaries 
of feditidn formed their well-known fociety irt 
this metropolis, for the ivowed purpofe of anni- 
liilating the Conftitutibri, (a fociety which was in 
its form an embryo CoHveniioriy and in its aAioA 
the very ape of the Jacobin Club of Paris,) and 
•when its myrmidons had already muftered, and 
paraded openly, carrying the menace of treafon 
In their very name, exhibiting on their buttons 
the Irifh harp un^crownedy and wearing trowfers 
that they might afFeA Sans Cuhtterie even to 
the letter, the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Coun- 
cil cruihed this rank rebellion by a timely and 
temperate exeroife of their conftitutional power* 
When the fanle fociety had the audacity to call 
for *♦ a national convention, to declare'* (as 
in the delirious rant of Frahce they termed it) 
*' the national will,'' the legiflaturc, by an 
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t& of parliament, which was only declaratory 
of the common law, and of the common fenfe oC 
the country, at once extinguifhed their ardour 
and their hope. But I again alk, what did the 
men of property throughout the kingdom do ? 
Did they, as was done in England, (where: th«j 
neceffity was much lefs,) and as the very prac- 
tice of their adverfaries might hare fuggefted tor 
them, form a cqnftitutional league to counter- 
aft the anti-conftitutional efforts af the lurking 
tr^tors, to adminifter antidotes-as^ fafb as theyt 
uttered poifons, and to meet each ftinrulus t(^ 
papular phrertzy with an equally arden^ appe4 *Qf 
reafort and to confcience F-r:Oa the contrary^ 
were not the flying fheets of the enemy (thofc . 
miafms of mental peftilence) indolently per- 
mitted to make their way to every farm-houfe^ 
and to eyery cottage ; and to appear, in the 
view of the multitude, who jud^e' only from 
appearance, nnanfwerahk, bec»ijfe ^o. anfw/sr 
was given to them ? ' , . . 

• . < 

It was from thefe feeds, I fcrapk flot to re^r 
peat, nwre than from s^ny other oiufe (only 
aided by the indefatigable after-culture of maL- 
lignant news writers) tHat the various enormities 
©f Defenderifm have arifen to disfigure and dif- 
grace our country ; and that now, after having 
been mowed ^owji by the fcythe of Jufticc in 
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lb mmy different parts of the kingdom, they 
burft forth j^gaiii in the extrcn^ity of the Norths 
And why do they thus appear ? Becaufe the roots 
ar« in tjie, fail, and can only be extirpated by- 
local excrticMi, by the vigilance and affiduity of 
thofc who are on the fpot, of thofe who know 
the men and the circumftances of that part of 
the country. 

To th^.mcn^.gf property and independence^ 

then, iijijhQfe Northern Counties, (but not to 

them exch^fiv^ly, fi^ce what is their duty is more 

or lefe the duty of aiy would I now take the li-*^ 

berty of addi;eflipg myfelf: *^ For your own 

*^ fakes, and for the fake of your country, do 

** nqt feed by yourinertnefs that mifehief which 

♦* your vigorous exertions would very foon and 

*^ very easily fupprefs. Let not the leaders of fc^ 

** dition fuppofe you are afraid of them, nor 

*^ leave them any room to perfuade thofe whom 

♦^ they are labouring to feduce, that you arfe 

*^ difpofed to yield to efforts which you find it 

*^ impoflible to repel. Take inftrudlion from 

^^ your adverfaries, and learn, from their exam*- 

** pie, the beft methods of counteraiSling them* 

** They unite together to aid each other by mu- 

** tual counfels, and, to a<9: more effcAu^Uy, by 

** ailing in concert. Co-operate, you, to pre^ 

^^ vent mifehief asclofely and as fteadily as they 

*'do 
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«« do to perpetrate it. They take care to hiOW 
*• what you are doing, that they may guard 
" againft you; be you equally vigilant in ob- 
** ferving tiem^ and make them know and feel 
** that you do fo. They build upon your inac- 
** tion; the appearance of your aftivity willdif- 
•* courage and intimidate them. 

^* They labour to make profelytes, and to 
*^ inftil their pernicious opinions into all they 
•^ converfe with. Meet them on this very 
•* ground ; lofe no opportunity of converfing 
** calmly, but earneftly, with your neghbours, 
** your tenants, and even your day-labourers, 
** and of preffingupon them the wickednefs and 
" the madnefs of deftroying trade, flopping the 
*' courfe of induftry, and letting loofe violence 
<* and rapine, and murder, to lay wafte the 
'^ country if they fliould be fuccefsful, and of 
*' bringing thcmfelves to the gallows if they 
" fhould not. 

*' Farther, the perfons whom you have to op- 
** pofe read and ftudy, that they may be able to 
^' preach fcdition. They furnifli themfelves witii 
** the arguments of democratic writers, and 
*^ what they w^nt in reafon they make up by the 
** impofing (hew of fuperior knowledge. Do 
*^ you, alfo, take pains, if you are not already in- 

^* formed 
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*' formed fufiiciently , to acquaint y ourfcl vcs with 
^* their ufual artifices, and with the moft conclu- 
*' five replies to them ; and when you meet any 
•• traft which you think calculated to undeceive 
♦* and tranquillize the popular mind, be you as 
^^ afiiduous in diflTeminating it, as the United 
*^ Irifhmcn have been in fending abroad thofe 
*^ of a contrary tendency. If even your fuccefs 
^* Ihould not always be ftriking, do not relin- 
^* quifli your endeavours ; you will fi:agger even 
*^ where you do not convince ; though you may 
^^ not overcome prejudice, you will infpiredoubt^ 
*^ and awaken confcience ; and even that deep- 
^^ rooted malignity on which reafon cannot ope- 
^^ rate, will be awed and made defpondent by 
^* your fpirit and perfeverance." 



ESSAY X. 

July 7,1796. 

ERHAPS fome of my readers will fuppofc 
that, in the hints to country gentlemen in my 
lafl: paper, I ought to have introduced the dif- 
treffes of the poor, and urged their relief a^ 
pne means of refl:oring tranquillity. My omif- 
^on in this refpeft did not arife from infenfibi- 
Jity tQ diftrefs, let it exift where it may ; but it 

pro- 



( 7* ) 

|)rocceded from the deepeft convi Aion that the 

prefent difturbances amongft the lower clafles 

have not arjfen from their diftreflesf and that to 

rcprefent them as having done fo is a ^Sstfs arid 

mifchievous impofition. - 

♦ - * . 
If thofe difturbances proceeded from diftrefs, 

it would be natural to infer that the refentment 
of the fuppofed wrongs would be ftrongeft where 
the wrongs themfelves were moft fenfibly expe- 
rienced, and that, of courfe, the moft diftreflfed 
diftridlsof the kingdom would, in general, be the 
moft turbulent. But has this been the cafe ?— 
Xk)es it appear that they who have been loudeft 
in their complaints have had the moft plaufible 
pretences to rcmonftrate againft injuries; or that 
fcenes of greateft agitation have been generally 
thofe of Icaft happinefs i 

•Let it be obferved that I do not now fpeak of 
thofe local and petty infurreftions with which 
this country has, at all times, been harrafled. 
I do not advert to Aidden rilings of mobs, to 
quartets with exciferSe^il of tythfe-prodlots, nor 
to anociations cf( j^ttitci fdr'the niere piirpofe 
of nightly deprg^pSSfes. ' But Ttanlitife myfelf 
to Defenderifoi^*^iti itsi ntfw.ancf fyftematicaJ 

' form; 

V ♦ The diftatbances in tht North, whiefi ar« here termed 
.Dr/exderi/mf were, in fad, the re-invigorated movements of 

the 



form ; to ttie methodized opefations.which have 
of late fliewn themfelves in different psirts of 
the kingdom ; which appear bound togethe^ 
by a fccret and rayfterious chain, and which^ 
fcorning all reference to fpecific grievances, re- 
gard Government as the one great grievance, and ' 
a democratic revolution as the only remedy 

lalk, then, did this mifchievous combination 
originate in diftrefs ? Its firft movements were 
in a rdgion where diftrefs is as little known as in 
any in Europe, in the town and neighbourhood 
of Belfaft. Here, it is notorious, the fpirit of 
fraternization firft embodied itfelf in a fociety, 
on the very face of which, even in its infancy, 
every revolutionary feature was boldly promi- 
nent. Its firft voice was an outcry, not againft 
perfbnal or civiL wrongs, for it felt none ; not 
againft feppofed political faults or deficiencies, 
for of thefe it difdained to take cognizance, but 

the Society of Ukitbd Irishmen^ who, after a tcmporarjr 
depieflLoiij about this time refumed their adlivity, and fpread 
themfelves through the province of Ulfter, with great fpirit 
and more confiftehcy of plan than evei; before. This has ap- 
peared flnce, from the evidence laid before the Committees of 
both Houfel of Parliament. But as there was no means of 
proving the faft at the time of writing the above, it was 
tbcwght beft todefignate thofe commotions by the term which 
was then generally defcriptive of plans of combination and 
iafurreAioB. 

Xi againft 
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againft the exifting conftitutionof the kingdoftf^ 
*' We have/' faid they who fpoke for it, *^ no Na^ 
•^ tional Government." And the objeft it aimed 
atwascorrefpondentto its complaint, an abolition 
of the Commons' Houfe of Parliament, and the 
fubftitution of a mob-eledled and mob-depen- 
dent affembly in its room. ^* We have gone," 
fay they, " to what we conceive to be the root 
*' of the evil ; we have ftated what we conceive 
*' to be the remedy. With a Parliament thtcs re-^ 
^^ formed every thing is eafy ; without it no- 
•^ THING can be done. And we do call upon, and 
*' moft earneftly exhort, our countrymen to fol- 
" low our example, and form fimilar focieties 
^^ in every quarter of the kingdom.'* 

What mifery, can we conceive, did thefe firffe 
votaries of anarchy experience, when they rung 
this early alarum-bell to the yet flumbering tur- 
bulence of the multitude ? Were they pining in 
want ? Did they feel oppreflion ? Did they lack 
one requifiteof earthly comfort ? Were they not^ 
in general, in profpefous tr^de^ iri incrieafing 
wealth, in circumftances, of which, in moft in- 
ftances, their births had given no promife ? — 
What, then, excited thisdefperate appeal? Their 
own exprellions abundantly inform us : — " With 
*^ a Parliament thus reformed;," (that is, made 
menially fubfervient to the Will of the populace,) 

^J every 
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*^ m>ery thing is eajy, without it kothino can 
^^ BE DONE.'* In other words, ** wealthy and 
*^ comfortable as our external circumftances may 
*^ be, we are, and will be, unhappy, and will do 
*^ our utmoft to make all others unhappy, until 
^^ we, the wife, eloquent, able politicians of 
^^ Belfaft, fh^l have the Legiflature under our 
^^ controui, and ihall, pf courfe, be able to 
f^ do with it, and witji the country, whatever 
** we think pfoper/' . 

If we could^for a moment, overlook thewick-^ 
ednefs of fuch a projetft, we might [amufe our-* 
felyes with the exquifite abfurdity of thofe who 
conceived it. We have heard of perfons who 
imagined they were turned into glafe, or who 
thought their heads foenorm6us that they could 
not pafs through ordinary doors. But thefe, an4 
sjill other inftanpes of hypochondriacal infanity, 
are but mere types and ihadows of the far more 
prepofterous c^fe of warm yeomen and thriving 
traders, thus .wretched in the midft of abun-? 
dance, one moment calling themfelves ilaves, 
the next raging and forming, and invoking the 
nation tp rife and ^AiA them, merely becaufe 
they think they ate borri to rule the State, and 
and are not permitted to carry. t^Leir-^ fublime 
purppfes into ^xecufion. 
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And yet, frantic as the call was, it thrillccl 
upon the ready-tuned heart-ftrings of the conge- 
nial fpirits in thi^ metropolis ! A fociety waa 
forthwith organized^ in 'name, in principles, in 
purfuTt, the fame with its original, but in forrri 
approaching yet more nearly to the caft and 
figure of the French Aflembly. Its officers were 
almoil the fame ; the dignity and the powers 
of its Prefident were an exaA miniature likenefs; 
and, left even a ceremony Ihould be wanting, 
the lignal for profound lilence, with which aU 
were bound implicitly to comply ,t was fhe fuU 
tift^ on of thePreJidenfs hat. It 4iad, alfo, its 
Committees, not only of accomftfiodation and 
correfpondence, but of Conftituflon and Finance, 
and it had already', by anticipation, the fymbol 
of Republican Ireland (the fame as on the but- 
tons of its life-gtmrds) as a feal to authenticate 
ks adls. In a word, it appeaf s to have been not 
the mere model of what wks irkehded, but an ac- 
tual proVMibrial conflitutiiri,^ '-put together in 
Mtpc work ; and, as if ^lace'd^iipon rollers, juft 
i^ady to be flioved into the f^lacc of the old 
Cbnftitiitioh, the very tnioiilttit it's demolition 
could be efiWlcd and its ruiiis clefared off. 

But wasiatthis^pondcrous machinery Jto expe- 
dient fuggefted by diftrefs ? Were they, wlife Jiad 
projedled it, the wretched and the unfortunate ? 

Had 



( 77 > 

Hid they doped from Baftiles, or were they 
Irtadc delpcratc by confifcations ? Were they 
not, on the contrary, in profitable trades, if not 
already in t^rddnt circumftances ? If thofe of 
thtan who were in genteel profeilions (andfuch 
perhaps formed a numerous part) were not in 
all inftances as eminent in their way as feme 
others, furely they could notaccufe the Govern- 
ment on that account. No aA of Parliament 
debarred them from taking fees either from cli- 
ents or patients. What, then, made them fo very 
miferable ? We can only reply, that they were 
iick of the fame difeafe with their brethren 
at Belfaft ; they were politically hypochondriacal : 
they imagined their heads too big for the fitua- 
tion they were in, and they only wanted to pull 
clown the Government and the Conftitution, 
that they" might have room to move about at 
pleafiire. 

It wotUd be impoffible to fpeak ferioufly of 
Ihefe planet-llruck politicians, were it not that 
the ridicule excited by their motives is loft in in- 
dignation at the wickednefs of their expedients. 
To efFeft apurpofe in which the height of folly 
mingles with the height of crime, as the mon- 
key with the tiger, in Voltaire's piifture of his 
countrymen, they call the unharneffed volunteers 
to re-mufter and re-arm; they bafely and bar- 

baroully 
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ibaroufly attempt to debauch the foldiery, be- 
Iccchingthem as ^^ partaking tbepaffions and 
'* intereft of the people," to remember, " that 
**^ they were once Citizens — that feduilion bad 
••* made them Soldiers ^ but that nature had made 
-^^ them men ;" and they plythe populace through- 
out the kingdom with unceafing manifcftocs, art-- 
fully adapted to meet their feelings, and raifc 
their pafCons to.madnefs, with the hope of a 
golden age, if only a democratic Re%^olutioa 
could be once accomplifhed. 

To give force to fuch applications, it was ne- 
ceflary, if they could not explain their own dif- 
trcffes, at leaft to mention fome as felt by the 
ttiultitude ; and they make an attempt to do fQ 
in the laft addrefs they ever dared to publifh. 
This, they trailed, would remain asan inferted 
filing in the minds of the public ; and, on fuch 
an occafion, they would, ofcourfe, coUeftlheir 
tvhoie ftore of venom. What, then, do they pro- 
duce ? What political grievances of the lower 
ranks do they point out as reafons why the poor 
fliould affift them in revenging their wrongs ? 
Neither more nor lefs than the Game Lawsy the 
Stamp AQy and the Criminal Code ! Thefe three 
are the fole inftances ©f tyranny which thoftf 
jlharp-figjited politicians could enumerate, when, 
for once, they deemed it nQc^ffary to leave the 

yajgue 
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tagnt generalities of declamation^ and mzki 
ibme attempt at ftating particulars* 

Was there ever a more ccmclufive teftimonial 
given to the Legiflation of a Country ? Or could 
there be a more decifive proof, that there were, 
in fa<5t, no* political grievance which could be 
ipecified ; and that whatever diftrefles the lower 
tanks might feel, they could not, by all the acute- 
Befs of malignity, be brought home to the law 
er the conftifution ? Of the inftances that are 
adduced, the two firft are ridiculous. Who can 
imagine that the Game Laws abridge, eren acci- 
dentally, the comfort of a fingle cottage tn the 
community ? And the Stamp Tax, k is wejl 
known, is laid on in this country with themoft 
attentive care, left it fhould bear heavy on the 
poor. If the general equity of its principle 
needed any fanftion, it has had one lately, in be- 
ing adopted even by the republican legiflaturc 
of- America. 

But there was at leaft no abfurdity in bringing 
forward the Criminal Law : it lay diredlly in the 
way of the gentlemen themfelves, and afforded 
an argument appoiite to the caufe, and in cha- 
rafter with the objeft* This, therefore, they 
dwell upon, while they did little more than men- 
tion the others. — ^« We ihall refer," fay they^ 

'* to 
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*^ to a much more important fyftetn, tke Cri* 
«« minal Code. If the lower claffes of the com- 
•' munity had been reprefented in Parliament 
** when their neceiiities firft urged them to in- 
^* furreOion -and outrage under the denominati* 
•* ons of White Boys and Defenders, Rstrliament 
•^ would have enquired into and redreffed their 
*^ grievances, inftead of making laws to puniih 
*^ them with death. The adis which are prohi- 
*f bitcd by many of our laws arq crimes, but the 
** punifhments inflifted by thofe laws zrt greater 
^i^ crimes. The rcafon of thisgreat difproportion 
** is, that the rich man is never guilty of Ihcep- 
** ftealing, and the poor man," — (i. e. the flieep- 
ftealer,* who, of courfe, was to have been Ipe- 
cifically reprefented in the projected Legtflature,) 
^* has no one to plead his caufe in the Senate.** 

I have given this paflage at large, becaufe I 
conceive it to be a mafter-key to all the myfte- 
ries of Defenderifm, and that it would of itfelf 
account for every mifchief that has enfued. The 
authors of it muft have been confcious, that they 
could hope for nothing from the quiet and virtu* 
ous in any rank, when they took this method of 
fraternizing with all the thieves, and robbers, and 

♦ *« The (hGut of whilkey" faid Mr. Grattan, once, in a 
loGid interval, " will return the members of the fenate, and 
** cleft Jifghmom reprefentation," 

murderers 



ititifderera in the. country ^ To all ;Qt^ei?t the^^^ 
gutnent was inapplicable ; but with thefe itwai 
infallible. Circulated as it was thtcmgh evfry 
Jhavint of vice, the rufiian, qf w^tever d«fprip|ipa, 
would, ^tonce^ on the readiog or the )ie;^ringe£ 
it, ftaf t up a politician* The midnight yagi^ - 
bonds who had aflbciated tOpurfue fome contra- 
band traffic, of perpetrate fqme privat? revcqge^ 
would inftantly fee their horizon enlarged, b^ 
attratfled by a fiew obj^<^, and begin to glow 
with enthufiaftic ardour to demolilh the Con^lr 
tution* Here vill ains, of every defcrip^ion, fr-em 
the callous highwayman to th$ trea[)blii|g pi^k-^ 
pocket, would find a combining pri^(:iple^ |t 
common rallyir^g point ; and would f^^ ^s fyxr 
cibly as any of their brethren/ whether ifi BeJ&ft 
or Dublin j that ^* wU^a Parliiapief^thitfr^rm- 

*^edy BV]p9Tf THING WOULD BBfiA8T,T«li^iw«/ k 

^^]^oTHiifGcouLBBBnoNs/'Thusenlighten^» 
they woi^ld naturally look up tp th^Jr friends an^ 
patron^ who h%d fo kindly fympathiz^d with thfiir 
grievances, and were ready Xo l^ad thetn pn to 
liberty and happinefs ; and, in tht^ft looking, they 
would find every principle they had learned illus- 
trated by example. Thofe who were already in 
combination would fee a body like themfelves, 
bound together by an ambiguous oatb^ and 
ihrouded in a veil of darknefs, through which 
none but approved and attefted brethren were 
M permitted 
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permitted to penetrate. • And thofe who had not 
yet aflbciatcd could hardly fail to comply with 
Ihe carueft exhortation already fent abroad by the 
parent Society, entreating their countrymen to 
'^ follow their example/ and form Jimilar Soci- 
^^'cieties in elf cry quarter of the hngdom^ 



I 



' I now call upon every man of common fenfe 
and common hurAanity to declare whether an 
addrefs 6f this kirtd, fo direftly applied to the 
wdrft pafSons of the worft me!l, was not, in every 
point of view, as cruel, as villainous, as infernal 
a contrivance, as ever was fuggefted by political 
^depravity ;■— whether this, alone, does not ex- 
Jxibit the true and real fource of that fpirit of dif- 
afie Aion and confpiracy by which the country 
hasbe6n convulfed ; — and whether on the whole, 
it is not feTf-evident that the Society of United 
rlriihmen has been the parent tree of Sedition 
^andTreafon, and- that all the various combina* 
tions which have fhewn themfelves in different 
^rts of the community are but mere fuckerf 
from its roots. 
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[ July 12, 279^ 

.Y readers may perhaps be furprized at my 
ilating fo many particulars about a Society 
which no longer appears amongft us. It« is 
true, that /Society is to appearance diffolvcd; 
andthey who compofed it no longer dare tofthd 
forth their manifcftoes openly and avowedly . 
through the . country. But it may juftly be 
feared that the difpofition and views of indi- 
viduals continue the very fame as before, that 
the venom iriftillcd into the popular mind ftill 
operates, and that, of courfe, there is as great nc* 
jceffity for providing antidotes againft this lurk- 
ing poilbn at this day, as there was while the 
Society was in acknowledged exiftence. 

It is for this reafon that I proceed to confider 
more particularly a part of their condu<Si which 
I conceive to be even more villainous than the 
jittempts to feduce the foldiery, or to attach the 
ruffians of the community to theii- in^reil. I 
mean their endeavours to perfuade all the dif- 
trcffed poor throughout the kingdom that their 
poverty and ^y^etchednefs have arifen folely from 
the prefent Government and Conftitution, and 
H z that 
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that by overthrowing thefe they would obtain 
infallible relief frodl tdl their grievances at once, 

•^ Do you," fay they to the lower claflcs, 
^' f&id yoiirfelves funk in poverty and wreuh-f* 
^ 0dncj} ? Are you overloaded with fo^r^mr which 
*^ you find yourfelves little able to bear ? Do 
^* you feel many grievances which it would be 
f ^ tedious, and, perhaps^ urfafe to mention ? Be- 

^* lifeVC us THEY tJAK A^-L ZTH REDRESSEl) by 

^^Jkd a Riform arwilf grv^yau ynurjufi fr^oir^ 
♦^ tion of mflmnce in the Legijlatt^t^^ ftfid 9t 

^* sues A MBASUaB OITLT." 

I have alre^^dy had occafion to dwell fo much 
i^>pn the obvious views of thefe men, that I am 
;rt)foiutely lick of the fubjcdl, I Ihall, therefore^ 
leaye the reader to form his own conclufions, 
from theftyle and manner of this addrefs tefpeft* 
ing the motives of thofe from whom it pro* 
f:^ded» and fh^ll confine myfelf to the follow- 
ing plam quefUon. Is there any truth in tht 
irflertidii that the poverty and wretche^nelsi 
which arc to be found in this country arife fron^ 
Jhe. faults of thfe prefent Conftitution ; or might 
it be letpedled that- if thefe gentlemen had 
gained their point, they would have been ablb- 
.iu make good their engagements ? 

....: ' ^ J have 
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I have already obfervedj that v^htn it was pe- 
^Bfiarly incumbent on them to be explicit with 
rel^eift td gHevahce'Sj they rnefttiohed nothing 
ftiete thdh the Gai^ Laws, the Sidmp AB, and 
thtCrtmikai €ode. When they riamt^a thefe only^ 
VraS it for the reafoh given above, becaufe ** it 
^ Vfoul4 have been tedious and per Maps tmfdfe td 
♦' be merfe particular ?** The tcdiotfnefs might 
Jiavfe been avoided b^ Hieiitiohihg bftly thbfe that 
were moft intolerable, And^ 2^ to- danger, it iS 
inconceivable that they Ihould deem it hazard- 
oiis fo ftatfe pirticiflir grievances, when, at the 
fatttfe momehti the^ wfere urging the overthrow 
bf the Whole Conftitiition. The '*only danger 
the^ cduW a^ipfehend was thkt of attempting to 
adduce what could hot be fubffantiated. And> 
•in faft, \^hat law could they poffibly have brought 
ibrward, the repeafof which would enable the 
Cottager, at a tweIvemonth*s end, to purchafe 
a new coat, or an additional blanket for his bed ? 

If the prefent Cbhftitution were the caufe df 
national unhappihefi, that unhappinefs would 
neceflkrily extend, more or lefs, over the whole 
kingdom ; becaufe the wiok nation being fub- 
je6l to the influence of the Cbnftitution, the ef- 
fcfts arifing from that influence muft be as ex- 
tenfive as the caufe* But will even the efiron- 
t^ry of fadion affert, that mifery appears gene- 
rally 



rally throughout the nation ? Will any njaii 
who has undprftanding, who has eyes, fubfciib^ 
to fo ihamelf^fs a faKehoQd ? If inftance^ of dif- 
trels exift, arc they not cleaj;ly confiped to fqm«| 
particular places, while cqprxjerce, manufac-j 
ture, and agriculture are almoft every \yhere fife 
pxtending ^d incrpafing. What ;foilq^y.s ? 
Evidently tl^at the diftrefs cpmplaine4:of arifes 
from accidental cau&s, and not fvqxf\:^lif Qq-* 
yeipmcntorfthe.Conftitution, ..... n 

But it witt be faid, that poverty y in-fome (k^ 
gree or Qthcr, prevails thrpughout the wjjole 
kingdom. True. And it h^ prevailed in eyery 
Jcingdom aiyi in. every age. ^The world has con- 
tinued at leaft fix thoufend years, and no fpeqific 
has yet be^n jdifcovered for t^iis univerfal makdy. 
The Revolution has not aboiilbed it in France ; 
it is only the fmallnefs of population and the 
vaft extent of territory, that prevents its growth 
in America ; and the extended commerce, the 
countlefs manufaAures, the widely difFufed com- 
fort, and five millions annually expended in 
Hated and occafional relief, have not abolifheci 
it in England. It is the inevitable refult of. full 
population, and nothing like a radical cure has 
ever been fuggefted for it, except, perhaps, that 
propofed by Citizen Bo: — " Be of good cheer,'* 
fays he, '^France has enough for twelve milligps 

** of 
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'^ of people ; the reft of the inhabitauts muft Se 
'* put to death, and then provifions will be 
cheap.'^ 



%< 



If the Irilh democrats Ihould not wifli to avail 
themfelves of this humane fuggefiion, (whether 
thiy Would, or Would not, Heaven beft knows,) I 
flibuid be glad to learn how they would fet about 
the.abolition of poverty ? They would, of courfe, 
in' the firft inftance, reform the Parliament; that 
is/ they Would eftablilh d Legiflative Aflembly, 
chofen annually by all the males in the commu- 
nity. But this would not operate like a charm ; 
the poor man's fire would not burn more bright- 
ly, nor his meal of potatoes be a whit more fa- 
tvoury, merely becaufe he had a thoufandthlhar* 
in' the three hundredth part of a new legiflature. 
His happinefs would ftill depend on what this 
new legiflature could efFeft in obtaining for him 
a deliverance from felt diftreffes, and an increafe 
of aftual comfort. 

Suppofe the Democratic Senate aftually in a 
committee of ways and means for the aboliti* 
on of poverty and wretcbednefs. Hope would 
be high-raifed in the hungry multitude, and 
Sans Culottes of every defcription would be 
preffing into the gallery, thronging every ave* 
BUe with anticipatory tranfports at the plenty 

which 



( 58 ) 

which was to drop from the Heavens, or burfl: 
through the earth, zx the call of their won^erfv^l 
reprefentatives ; while unfortunate Ariftocratj 
would be knocked on the head at every corner, 
for having fo loag kept theoi from happin^fs. 
But what would the Cages clo to realiw the ex-- 
peAation they had exceed ? Ix i$ ftir to put t;hc 
xjueftfon ; in all their a4dreffes I do not Fecpl- 
left one fingle intimation of any fpccific me^r 
fure : and this is the more extraordinary, as, air- 
though they might not have had liberty to aSlf 
they had full liberty to ifiink, as they pleafed, ^nd 
to mature their fchemes againft the expedled mo- 
ment of power. Would they, then, refolve at 
once to make the working claffes independent of 
Jabour, and give thenx an unlimited credit oa 
the national purfe ? Or could they hope to fe- 
cure thcmagainft the cafualties incident to their 
station, by a decree s^gatnft licknefsand old age^ 
againft the uncertainty of ^he fcafons and the 
frofts of the winter, and alfoagainft all vice, and 
folly, and idlenefs ? For fo long as thefe natural 
and moral caiifes operate, the woifking claflea 
muft inevitably be fubjeft to infinite diftrefe ; 
and the Legiflature which would effe<Jlually pujt 
an end to them muft be able to bind up fre?^ 
agency and »ew modify the laws of nature. 

' Nothing is mpre commoivwith half-thipkip^ 

mca 
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men thaai tp confound the evils. which arife ne* 
ceflarily out of the ftate of civil fociety, with 
thpfe which fpring from a bad Government, or 
a faulty Conftitution. But to men of cpnimon 
fenfe the diflincftion will be obvious. There arc, 
and will be^ in every .community under heaven, 
deficiencies and inconveniencies, burthens and 
grievances, which no laws caq rcach^ and which,, 
of -courfe, no legislature can cure, Of thefe a 
great part may be palliated, but they cannot be 
eradicated — Providence has entailed them oo 
our nature. Others may unqueftionably be re- 
medied, but not by Government; they arife 
from the mifcondu6l of fociety, from the wrong 
exercife of general free agency; and it refts 
with fociety by its own voluntary exertions to 
remove them. . • 

For inftance, there is, perhaps, as much dif^ 
trefs in this metropolis as in any one of the four 
provinces befides. A great deal" of this un- 
doubtedly comes within the clafs of unavoid- 
able misfortune 5 but a great deal alfo arifcs at 
this moment from a caufe equally remote froni 
nature and politics, I mean the influence of 
fafhion. The whole tribe of ftaynjakers, for 
example, mufl no;y be in e;strenie diftrefs, be^ 
caufe the female fex have thought proper tq 
throw off their bodice. ^ The filk and ftufF- 
N weavers 
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weavers muft be equally wretched, from the 
univerfel wear of linen and muflin ; the buckle- 
makers can be little lefs cmbarraffed from the 
general adoption of leather or Ihoerftrings; arx^ 
the unfortunate corps 9f hair-dreffers are con- 
figned over to mifery and defpair, by the new 
generation of Roundheads,. All thefe together 
muft make up a deplorable mafs of poverty apd 
wretchednefs. But is the Grovernment or the 
Conftitution to be blamed for this ? Or are the 
TDemocrats lefs blameablc than any of their 
neighbours ? Do they not enter as deeply into 
the falhions of the day as the nobility themfeves ? 
And is qot the ftaryation of the laft enumerated 
vidlims, in particular, their own peculiar at- 
chievement ? Were they now in power, confift- 
cncy would bind them to denounce the Grecian 
waift, the calico robe, the fhoe^ftring, and the 
croppedhead, asinftancesof incivifm, and fjrmp- 
toms of an anti-revolutionary temper. Perhaps 
it is to keep their extraordinary humanity in full 
prefervation for thus exercising it as Rulers 
of a Republic, that they do not now chodfe to 
fquander it while SuhjeSs of a Monarchy. 
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ESSAY XII. 



July 1 6, 179S. 

A Find myfelf unavoidably led, by the fubjecft 
of my iaft paper, to make a few remarks on a 
publication of tke fflfig Cluhy which appeared 
in the bubtin Evening Tqft during the courfe of 
the Iaft month. It is ftated to be a Report 
from a Committee appointed by that Society to 
enquire into the fituation of' the labouring poor, 
and confifts of a fingle refolution which I copy 
vferbatim from the D. E. P. of the 14th of 
June : 

*^ Refolved, That from the information wc 
^^ have teceived from fome counties in this 
^^ kingdom, it appears that the price of labour 
^^ is not adequate to the fupport of the labour- 
*^ ing poor in thofe counties." 

Without meaning the leaft difrel|)e6l either to 
the adlive oxpajjive members of the Whig Club, 
I cannot help obferving, that this refolution, 
ftanding fingly as it does, feems to be one of the 
moft extraordinary publications that ever ap*- 
peared in the mody pajges of a newfpaper. It 
fpeaks of information bring received, upon 
N a which 
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which it profefles to be grounded, and yet in iM 
manner it betrays a confcioufncfs that that infor- 
mation was infufficient, and that it did not war- 
rant cxplicitnefs* It furnifhes no clue to come 
at fadls by^ no hint to diredi candid enquiry ; 
and yet it contains enough to ftrengthen difcon- 
tcnt, and fpread di£affe6lion. In fliort, were it 
not that its repeated appearance forbids fuch a 
fuppofiiion,itnlight moft reafonably be imagined 
that it had been publifhcd through miftake, as 
it is really little more than the blank form of a 
refolution, prepared to be filled up, when par- 
ticulars fliould be aficertained, and occafion 
fliould require. 

To what rational end could fuch an abortioil 
ferve ? It is inconceivable that it iHouId promote 
any one good purpofe,. and it is certain that it 
may be made to anfwer a moft pernicious^ one- 
It bears teftimbny to the exiftencc pf an alledged 
grievance, which has been uniformly reforted to 
as ah apology for fedition ; and yet the ftate- 
ment is fo ftrangely indeterminate as to leave it 
in the power of the fomenters of difturbance to 
apply it to their purpofe equally in every part o€ 
the kingdom. Thofe lurking agitators may now 
quote the authority of the fPlbig Club, to the 
peafantry of Down^ jtnirim, Tyrone, London-- 
J^rry, juft aseafily as thofe of Long for d, IVefr- 

meatb. 
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theathj or Rofcommony 't'hey may jJrocfuce their 
ufual oracle, the Duhlin Evening Pofi^ and fay, 
*• See here, the Lords and great men who ar& 
^* now in Dublin^ and who would fay nothing in 
^^ your favour, unlefs truth obliged them, ac- 
**' knowledge that you are wronged, and abufedy 
*^ a^id cheated. They fey this, too, though tliey 
•^ know yon afc juft now ftriving to do your-* 
. •'^' feltes juftice ; of courfe, even they cannot 
^ deny that you are right, and, therefore, it 
^* cannot be doubted but that you'll gain youf 
^ end at laft ; you need have no fear that you'll 
*^'be hatnged now, when thefe great people own 
*^ you have juftice on your fide." 

The lower clafles, every where, and what- 
ever their fituation may be, are eafily enough 
perfuaded that they are ill-treated by their fu- 
periors. They have the fame paffions, but not 
the fame reftraints, which operate in the higher 
ifank$ of "the community. They are as felfifli^ 
attd as partial to themfelves, as any of thofe 
above theini while^ from ignorance, they are 
incapable of diftinguifliing between their real 
Intereft, and what only tends to the momen- 
tary gratification of their vices or their follies. 
At this time (as I have more than once 
mentioned) the fl:rongeft marks of Drfendef- 
ifnt that are to be fecn any where ftiew them- 

ielves 
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fclves in fomc of the richeft and happieft comi- 
ties, wliere no wants exift but thofe infeparablc 
from fociety. But can it be fuppofed that the 
turbulent there do not find fome pretexts to juf- . 
tify their conduct, to themfelves, and to one. 
another ? Can we doubt but that thofe of them, 
who pay the loweft rent think ftill that they pay. 
too much ; and that they who receive the largeft, 
wages think they ought to have more ? To fuch,, 
this indefinite refolution of the Whig Club will 
appear juft as applicable, and, confequently, will 
be matter of as mifchievous encouragement as ta 
the moft really wretched cottagers in the pro- 
vince of Connaught. ^ 

Let the exiftence of diftxefs be ever fo Incon- 
trovertible, yet if infurredlion has become con- 
nt&it^ with it, though relief ought, as far aspof* 
fible, ftill to be afforded, it ought to be done 
with cautious hefitancy, and the moft delicate 
management. The greateft diftreffes which the 
pooreft inhabitants ,of this kingdom are liable to 
cannot be fo bad, fo really injurious to them- 
felves, as an habitual fpirit of infurgency. But 
th§ ftrongeft encouragement that can be given to 
fuch a fpirit is to allow the infurgents room to 
think that they have gained their point by their 
own exertions. Relief in this way, however 
equitable in every other view, inftead of confer- 
ring 
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ring ccumfort, cherifhes vice and mifery, puts 
fhofe who have received it into a worfe ftate, on 
the whole, than they were in before, and makes 
provifion for everlafting outrages and depreda- 
tions. If, then, the WhigCluh^ or any other Club^ 
were ever fd fully convinced that there was dif- 
jtrefs in the Country, and if their eagcrnefs to re- 
lieve it were ever fo ardent, ftiU common fenfe 
and honeft policy, and even mere mercy, would 
point out a quiet lilent procedure, a fecret invef- 
tigation, a rigid abftinence from publicity, and 
(when the time Ihould be ripe for propoling the 
meafure) fuch a mode of introdudion as would 
]have no tendency to conneft the idea of thofe 
relieved. 

It is fo wonderful that the ffhig Cluh^ furnifh- 
td as it is, with grave and learned men, fhould 
overlook, or rather aft in the moft direft con- 
tradition to, thefe obvious principles, that good 
nature would be ready to attribute it to their 
want of experience as a charitable affociation. . 

But. farther ; let the exiftence of diftrefs be 
pvtx fo certain, it is no.better than refined cruelty 
to hold out a profpedit of relief, unlefs it be to- 
lerably Certain that the fcheme of mercy can be 
realized. Does any fuch certainty exift at pre- 
j^nt? Or is there ground to believe that thofe 

who 
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who are in diftrefs could be relieved by any 1<^ 
giflatire adl? Repojt fays, that the prcfent 
movements of the fVbi^ Club are to pave thp 
way for bringing in.to Parliament fom€ twh 
jjan for regulating tl^e wages of day labourers 
.as has bjcen talked of in England. This may 
certainly furniih a good topic for ^pojition to 
4ifjday its philanthropy upon ; but, even at firft 
view, its utility appears highly qucftionable, 
imd its prafticability ftill more fo. It is j^qknow- 
^edged that it is only in fome places where fuch a 
mcafurc could be neceflary, that is, where the 
wages of laboujsers are* unreafonably low. But 
what caufes them to be low in fuch places ? Is it 
not! chiefly the want of employment ? The price 
of labour, like that of every other marketable 
commodity, finds its own level- Where the 
work to be done requires all hands in a counjtryi 
but no more, then the pay is at its natural me- 
dium. Whei; it requires ijiore hands than 
can eafily be had, (as is the cafe in the United 
States of America,) then wages rife proportion- 
ably. When it can be done by fewer hands, as 
i^ the cafe in the diftriifts in queflion, the mar- 
ket of labourers becomes glutted, aad the price 
falls accordingly. WhAt, then, will a law for re- 
gulating wages avail, fo long as there is not fuf- 
ficicnt employment ? We fee now, in the far 
greater part of this kingdom, where there is 

enough . 
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ehou^ of labour^ that no fuch law is reqniiitd ; 
and, by parity of reaibo^ where there isnot enough 
i)f labour it will xiotlDc efFecftual. 

It may even injure inftead of fcrving ; be* 

caufe it Qiay make the little labour^ which even 

as it is keeps the cottager from flanring, ftill 

lefs. If, low as the wages are^ the occupant of 

land, from a hope of greater profit, turns from 

tillage to grazing, when the expence of tillage is. 

increafed, by law, his motive to do fo will be ftill 

ftronger. The only rational profpedl of relief 

miift arife from the increafe of tillage, which 
will remedy the evil by furnifhing employment. 

And any law^ however fpecious, which would 

check the progrefs of tillage, would be a curfe 

inftead of a bleiiing. But were fuch a law to be 

enaAed, the probability is thatit would do neither 

good nor hurt. Where moft needed it would be 

leaft enforced, and the day-labourer would unite 

with his employer to elude it. The law could 

not oblige any one to en^Jojf labourers, and the 

unfortunate pcafant would prefer fix-pence, Qr 

even four*pence, a day^ Co nothing at all. 

Bui the only frefent refource ^gainft this evil 
might be fought in the good fenfe and humanity 
of the employers ; and, probably, it would have 
found a remedy in this^ ere now, if the fpirit of 

O infurgcncy 
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infurgcncy had riot been excited. Bat would any 
men in their reafon think of railing wages ait the 
call of an armed banditti ? The fulpenfion of 
rigbtj infuch circumftances, ifnot jtifiice^ isfome- 
thing better ; it is mercy. Whatever, then, tend» 
to promote turbulence, and to put off tranqail- 
Itty, \¥hcther it be an inflammatory ftatcment of 
grievances from the United Irifhmen, or an indi- 
ifeft, indefinite fandlion of fuch ftatements from 
the fFhig Cluhy can amount to nothing elfe but 
riie enlarging and ri retting of the calamity. 

• But the cautions tranquillizing plan which I 
have been recommending, would not, perhaps, 
have anfwered allxht purpofes of the IVhig CM. 
It would not have ferved tb furnifli ammunition 
for the next parliamentary campaign, or rather 
for the exhibition of political fquibs and Iky rock- 
ets, with which it may be preparing, as ufual, to 
annoy adminiftration and amufe the populace. 
It would not have been inftead of a Ihow man's 
pipe and tabor to give notice to the mob of their 
entertainment for the evening. It would not, in 
ihort,- have been a fubftitute for any of thofe 
hacknied expedients by which oppoiitions uni- 
formly feek to obtain that degree of popularity 
whith may ferve as z. fulcrum for ihjtkver that is 
to raife themfelves to power. 
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- In tranquil fim^s^j'-when'rocicty was in Its na-^ 
tnral ftate, fuch tricks aind i^fat^gems mighf 
have been' parcfonable, beitaufe they were likely 
to be followed by lioVcry-^ferioiis confequcnces.^ 
But now^ when dbftrines itnkhown to our fitthcri 
have put public ^^eate and fiifety in jeopardy; 
when political madndfs is juff as epidemic, and^ 
where it fifes to fts height, itpfc asdeftruftivc, al 
'<ver the pcftilenci ^;l^s in the centuries that arc 
paft, andiven when amongftourfdves there arl 
alarming fymptoms. Which can only "be fupprclP. 
«d by the ftriftefttihronand fteadreflrca-pperatr- 
on of knowledge and talent, of wifdom arid \\i^ 
tue, at fuch a*tihie,to fcatterambiguotis'wbfifs 
amoflglt the vulgar; to feek for a little populaV 
•favour by.' appearing to flatters falfe and dange- 
rous mifconception, to leave f oom, by laxity of 
ilatement and vaguenefs of expreiEon, for tUt 
enemies of the country to infer that their pr^- 
mifes are admitted, even by thofc who revolt froAi 
their pratftical conclufions, is acdnduft whidh 
muft excite aftonifliment in all who have undet- 
ftandiflg, and ought to raife the indignation of 
every man wko has a heart. * * * 

But the extravagance of the folly lies in this, 

that all will be unavailing. The well-afFefted 

and judicious part of the community will fee 

through and reprobate the clumfy iuggle, andthe 

o 2 X)smo£rats^ 
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Democrats i who have long (hewn a fixed purpofe 
iiot to be cajoled by any partial approximation^ 
will defpife it in their hearts. That thefe hate 
tf//whodifagree with thcm,can fcarcely be doubt- 
ed ; but the cream of their malice feems to be 
k^pt for the Oppqfitiou. They abhor thefe in 
proportion to the clofenefs of refemblance, juft 
fts the fiercejft antipathies fometimes reign be^ 
tween animals .of the neareft fpecies : and^ moft 
probably, were a Democratic Revolution now to 
be efFcAcd, thofe very gentlemen of the fflng 
Club would be amongfl the firfl who would b^ 
promoted to the Guillotine or the Gibbet. It 
would not be amifs for them to keep this in 
mind, and to recoUedt that though they may not 
be quite as happy as if they were in power, and 
though this may lead them to fee things around 
them through fomeyhat of a gloomy medium, 
(as a. man who has the jaundice fees every thing 
tinged with yellow,) ftill, that it might be far 
worfe with them than it is; that it is better to b« 
without places, than to be without ejiafes and 
without beads \ and that (as Solomon fays) 
•* A living Dog is better than a dead Lio«/* 



ESSAY XUI. - ^ 
ADDRESSED TO COUNTRY GENTLEMEH, 

• AND OTHER PERSONS OF PROPERTY 

THE NORTH OF IRELAND. 

December 12, 1796. 

Gentlemen l what are you doing ? Your 
^country demands your ftrenuous and united ex- 
' crtions. A plan for preferving it, alike from ift- 
vafion atid infurrcdlion, by aflbciating and arm* 
ing the loyal Yeomaary, has been propofed, and 
has received the ^approbation of every honeft 
^nd fenfible man. AvtyoUj in your feveral dif- 
triils, ufing your beft Ikill and influence to carry 
this fcheme into immediate^ and dTedlual execu- 
tion ? 

Gentlemen, if you are not a^ive yo^t en.«- 
mies are. The men who wifli to overturii the 
conftitution, the <Jefperatc few who hope, fey 
means of the mifled many, toihafe amongft them- 
felvesthe power and the property of the king- 
dom, are indefetigable, muftering their forces 
by night, diffeminatiBg their principles by day, 
at fairs and markets, on the high road and in 
the hedge alehoufe, in the tradefman's fliop a^d 

the 
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Ac peafanfs cottage. \No expedient efcapcs 
them that fubtlcty can fuggeft. To infpire awe 
and fecure fecrecy they have fealed their com- 
bination with the abufed religion of an oatk. 
To excite vulgar curiofity they affWfc profound 
xnyfterioufnefs, and aflume fignificant words and 
(igns, underftood only by their fworn aflbci- 
ates. That they may pervert the timid as well 
as the vicious, they have recourfe equally to thfc^- 
ftoingsandpromifes: And,-to attach the idle and 
the indigent, they hold oUt the profpedl, thatK 
their delign was once accomplished » the wealth. 
«nd comfort which they reprefeht as now unjuil- 
*ly monopolized by k few, would flow dowii, 
• even atnongft the loweft of the people, in rich 
-end ceafelefs abundance. 

Could any thiftg be contrived with more vil- 
lainous ingenuity, both to attraft the ighorant 
multitude in the firftinftance, and toinfure their 
- aid in every ^^fperlte meafure, to which their 
' leaders might wifli to direA them ? An enthtt- 
iiafm fo congenial to every profligate and evepy 
fooliih propenfity could not fail to fpread amongft 
the lower clailes; and a popuJtsce, aftuated Hy 
' fuch a fptrit, and combined by fuch fwrinciples, 
if bhce ilrbng enongh to burft foith, wofuW, as 
tertainly, deftroy all fafety, and make a wreisk 
of 4II property, as a flood of Lava iffi^ing frohi 

a burning 
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a burning mountain would be fare tti defoUte 
tte furrounding country. Form to yourfelrefi 
the idea of fuch an event ; and then aik fow: 
<jwn underftandings whether, in thcfe circum- 
Aanges, your moft valuable acquifitions, the 
deareft comforts of your life^ or even your lifc^ 
itfelf, would be worth a day's purchafe ? 

Already has the mifchief fpread from an in- 
conliderable focjety to an unfummed multitude ; 
it has gone on from parifh to parifh^ and from 
county to counry, like "the peftilence that 
walketh in darknefs ;" and frefli numbers of the 
peafantry are every day catching the contagion. 
If no eifedlual check be provided, is it not 
felf-evident that it will advance incalculably ; 
forming ftill a wider and wider circle, until the 
malignant principle fhall have difFufed itfelf 
through all the lower ranks of the community ? 

Gentlemen, is it poffible that any individual 
amongft you Ihould look with unconcern on fo 
alarming a profpeA ? Believe me> on you alone 
it depends to realize or defeat it. There is but 
one infallible ex!pedient for coming at the root 
of the evil ; and that is, by plainly proving to 
them, and to all whom they are labouring to fe- 
duce, that the people are againft them as well as 
the government and the laws^'that all that is ra- 
tional. 
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ttonaly TirtuoQ$9 or refpc6lable in the comma* 
nitj zre agreed in deteftiag their principles^ and 
arc refolved to counteraA and crufli their pro- 
jeAs by a union ancj co-operation as firm for the 
prcfervation, as theirs for the deftruftion, of 
property, of liberty, and of life. 

For fuch a union and co-operation the plan of 
the aflbciated Yeomanry furniflies the faireft 
and moft promifing opportunity. And in the 
conduft of fuch as have exerted tfaemfelves 
to give it tffe&j as well as in the iignal fuccefs 
which has attended their endeavours, I difcover 
a cheering pledge of rc-cftablifhcd order,.of re- 
animated credit, of annilulated rebellion. 

Till now, thofc who caJIed themfelves United 
Iri/bmen had but too. much room to perfuade 
their followers that placemen, and penlioners, 
.and writers for Government newfpapers were 
the only perfons in the country who were deci- 
dedly againft them. ** If the independent men,'* 
they might fay ^^ and the refpe<ftable Yeoman- 
^* ry of Ireland, were difpofed torefift us, they 
*^ would learn, from our example, to unite with 
^^ one another to counteraft our plans ; they do 
^ no fuch thing; they fdOfer us to proceed with- 
^* out almoft the Ihadow of efficient oppofition. 
" They, of courfe, wilh us fuccefs, or they are 

^^ neutral. 
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^^ Ijeiitral, or they think pppofition fruitlefs. In 
*^ eUher cafe we have little to fear; the Military 
•^ OT Militia may march againft usbecaufe they 
*• are commanded ; but if the reft of the com- 
*^ munity be our friends, or, at worft, merelopk- 
'* ers on, the conflict: will be lliort, and 6ur vic- 
*^ tory certain/* Such, afluredly, have been 
tteir ftatements, and when the peafant and day- 
labourer, on whom they were urged, neither few 
nor heard any thing to contradiA them, could 
they hefitalp to become partners in fo promif- 
ing *n undertaking, foirrefiftibk an enterprize ? 

. But in proportion as the yeomanry aflbciations 
eyteqd, the deception will v;inilh. The dema- 
gogues will ^e,e, that the c.onftitutional fpirit of 
the country wsis not de^d, as tbey h^d foAdly 
deemed; but tji^it it only flumbered, ^nd that 
tjieiy infplence hath awoke it* Bodies of gentry 
%a4 yeomanry voluntarily formed for the de- 
fence of the CcMiftitution and the Laws, as.well 
againlj fa<5lipus infurgenjts as foreign invaders, 
will fpeak a language which the duUeft muft 
cprnprehe^d, and the moft obftin^te be un- 
ai)le t.o refute. Already they have ihe^n ho\y 
fplly |j;iey feel its force by the threats and execra- 
•tipns with which their publications teem. An(J 
Oil t^eir oyjjixx principles they are right. In the 
jc-iovigoratfi^ circuktion of cpnftirutipnal fen- 
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timenta, and the re-kindled ardour of loyal 
feelings, which this fafe and falutary fraterniza- 
tion will extend through the country, they an* 
ticipate the fure decay of their own delufive in- 
fluence, and in the clang of arms, taken up at 
once fpontaneoufly and loyally, they hear the 
knell of their high-fed hopes. If the under- 
taking needed a teftimonial, tieir reprobation of 
it would be a decifive proof of its value and 
utility. 

Yes, I repeat it ; to thofe fpirited and judici- 
ous men who have come forward in this equal 
exercife of patrlotifm and humanity, the country 
will, in all human probability, be indebted for 
its fafety, and, perhaps, for its exiftence. But 
what fhall we fay of thofe who ftill ftand aloof 
and do nothing, though they acknowledge the 
wifdom of the meafure, and the preffing exigence 
of the occafion ; and though they are reflrained 
by no one difficulty which thofe who are now 
moft fuccefsful did not feel at the beginning ? 

But, infteacf of cenfuring, I lliall expoftulate. 
I alk you, then, who are indolent, while others 
around you are adlive, whether the prefent fitu- 
ation of the country (the internal dangers of 
which are at this moment aggravated by the 
threats of invafion) does not demand the exertions 

of 
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of all its well difpofed inhabitants ? If it does, what 
would be the confequence if all perfons of pro- 
perty followed your example ? Could you con- 
ceive a more i nfallible method of deftroy ing them- 
felves and the community ? Grant even that there- , 
Ihould be no invafion, that you had nothing to 
apprehend except from fadlion at home ; ftill, if 
you fit inactive by your fire-fides, while the mal- 
contents are bufied in difleminating their princi- 
ples, and maturing their plans, what can you look 
for but their infallible fuccefs, and your own in-- 
evitable ruin ? Look impartially at the confe- 
quences of fuch a condudl, and fee whether you 
can vindicate it for one moment at the tribunal 
of your reafon and your confcienbe ? 

Are you reilrained byy^^/r, by the apprehen- 
fions of injury to your properties or your per- 
fons? Think, I pray you, on the folly of yield- 
ing to this unworthy principle. If you are afraid 
now, what will become of you hereafter ? Con- 
fine not your view to the dangers of the prefcnt 
moment, when fo much greater dangers may be 
rapidly approaching. Refiftance to popular vio- 
lence muft always be attended with fome rift ; but 
the longer the evil is winked at, it muft ftill ac- 
quire greater ftrength, aiid oppofition to it be, of 
courfe, attended with ftill greater hazard. Is it 
not then the height of madnefs, by pufillanimous 
p z for- 
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forbearance, to nurfe the infant fcdition intb aft 
irreliftible ftrength, of which j^o^, no lefs than 
your neighbours, rhuft be the hclplefs vidlims ? 

Strange as at flrft vie\V it may appear to you, 
I helitatc not tx)afrert, that the greater you con- 
fceive your prefent danger to be, the more pref-. 
iing neceffity is there for your facing it at oncei, 
Becaufe, the greater malevolence your enemies 
difcover nowy the more certain you are of your 
Dwn riiin, if, by your timidity, you fuiFer them \Ck 
gain a power of injuring you equal to their will. 
You now fear your houfc being, broke, or youf 
barn, or liable, or turf-ftack, or hay-ftack be- 
ing burnt, and therefore you'll do nothing. Do 
you not fee that by this means you tell them, in 
the plaineft tcritts, '* you dre the ftrohgeft, and 
•' ybu rtiAy do as you pleafe }" But by thus ftir- 
rehderirtgat difcretibn, are you fafe ? Will hOufe- 
breakers and houfe-burners^ when once in the ple- 
nitude of power, fuffer you tb lire undifturbfcd in 
return for your neutrality \ Will not kven fiey 
defpife you for your cowardice, whilfe f hey *vill 
hate you fpr Wliat they know ybu ^'ifli to do if 
you had dared ; and will they not, of courfe, deal 
out as haJ-d meafure to ybu aS to the moft aftivd 
of your neighbours ? Think whether the re- 
prieve of a few weeks, which you now fb meanly 
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purchafe, will be then very fubftantial confoU- 
tion. 

You have, perhaps, received threatening let- 
ters, telling youof tire vengeance which awaits you 
if you proceed in the performance of your duty. 
Prove that youdefpife them, and, ten to one^ou 
will receive no more of them, Liften to them, 
ihew by your condudl that they have had their 
efFeft, and, in all probability, you will next be 
told, that if you do not leave a fum of money 
tinder a certain flone, or if you don*t deliver up 
your arms, without afking queftions, to a certain 
perfon who will come to a fixed place by night to 
receive them, or, perhaps, if you do not take the 
United Irifhman's Oath, or a hundred other fuch 
things (for there need be no end to them, if you 
encourage them by your fear,) your houfe will be 
burnt and your ftock deftroyed. Is it not, then, 
infihitely better, even on the ground of pre- 
fent fafety, to aft at once a manly and decided 
paf t ? By doing fo you will animate the well-dif- 
pofed around you, (who may probably at this mo- 
ment be only waiting for your call,) you will fix 
the wavering, and you will difliearten your 6ne- 
nries. When you have thus prepared yourfelves 
to a6t in concert, and the malcontents fee a pha* 
lanx formed againft them, reft aflured they will 
ihrink from the conflift ; d.nd jyour peifons and 

properties 
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properties will probably be the fafeft in the coun- 
try. The experience of all ages has proved that 
in times of danger the chances are infinitely in 
favour of the refolute and jhe undaunted. 

But even in the moft zealous efforts you will 
be liable to fail, if you do not proceed with 
judgement as well as a<ai vity. The feeds of the 
mifchief lie in the minds of the lower clafTes, and 
you muft work upon their reafonor you will'ft rive 
to little purpofe. It is not enough that you ride 
haflily through your tenantry, or the tenantry of 
the perfon for whom you are in charge, and tell 
them, ** On fuch a day you muft all come to me 
*' and take the oath of allegiance/' No ; you 
^ muft talk to them calmly, hear their objeftions 
with patience, and, in plain and difpaffionate lan- 
guage, fhew them the intereft they have in the 
maintenance of public order and that regular ad- 
miniftration of juftice by which the nieaneft and 
the loweft are protefted as well as the richeft and 
thegreateft, and prefsupon them the wickednefs 
and the madnefs of deftroying trade, ftoppingthe 
courfe of induftry, and letting loofe violence, and 
rapine, and murder ; all which you may eafily 
prove to them muft inevitably arife from a fuc- 
cefsful invafion from abroad, or from the afceh- 
dency of houfe-breakers, and houfe- burners, and 
midnight affaflins at home. 

Ta 






( "I ) 

To fuch views no honeft man will lon^ be rn- 
fenfible. The oath of allegiance, taken in con- 
fequence ofbeing convinced of fuch truths, will 
be the proper and natural antidote againft the 
poifon couched in the infidious oath of the 
United Trijbmen. And by thus confirming the 
tie by which all good fubjedls are bound to the 
King and the Laws, and uniting them to each 
other in a mutual league for their own and their 
country's protedlion, you will give a new energy 
to the body politic, before which every at- 
tempt, whether of fedition or invafion, will be 
abaihed and difcomfited. 

Gentlemen, I congratulate the country that 
this good work is well and happily begun. In 
the name of God, let it not ftagnate with any 
one of you. Any force will fuffice to plunder and 
enflave you, while you remain indolent, infulated 
individuals ; adlive and united you may bid de- 
fiance to the world. Refift not, then, for one day 
longer, the imperious call of honour, of intereft, 
of humanity, of religion. Hefitate not to deter- 
mine whether you will be the />r^n;^rj of all 
you value, and all you love ; or the heirayers of 
. every truft that Providence has committed to 
you, as hufbands, as fathers^ and as rational 
beings. 

ESSAY 



ESSAY XIV. 
ADDRESSED 

TO 

THE UNITED IRISHMEN 

IN 

THE PROVINCE OF ULSTER. 

January 6, 1797* 

AJT this awful moment, when gin enemy's fleet 
is hovering about our coafts, hoping to carry fire, 
and fword^ and devaftation through this hitherto 
peaceful country, is it poffible that any per- 
ibns Ihould be cold and unconcerned ? Or, 
worfe ftiU, is it poffible that any Ihould b^ 
difafre<Sed and ill-difpofed, flattered with th^ 
profpeft that, in the general confufian, a revo- 
lution might be brought about, and the Confti- 
tution be new modelled according tp X^ wiihe» 
pf the United Irijbmen f 

Whoever you are that harbour fuch atjxought, 
and who, in that expectation, wifli the French to 
cpaie, or intend, if they were here, not to refift 
them, I tell you, you are purfuing an infernal 
Will-o*-the-whifp, into a gulph without a bot- 
tom. You may delude yourfelve^ with ten 
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tlioiifand fancies, but if you think to gain any 
bne objcdV from the French fucceeding in their 
J)lan of invaiion, except defolation and mifery 
to your country and to yourfelves, (mifery of 
which neither you nor your children, nor, per- 
haps, your children's children, might fee the 
fend,) you are the moft infatuated mortals on the 
face of God's earths 

Suppofe, for a moment, that what your lead- 
ers tell you of the grievances you fuffer, were 
true ; ftill, could you perfuade yourfelves that 
you would find a remedy for thofe grievances in 
the introdudlion ofanarmy of foreign invaders? 
6uch afts of madnefs have been committed ; but 
what followed ? Hiftory will tell you that, in 
the firffc inftance defolated by Wars, which raged 
t)n till they went out like a fire for want of fuel, 
and, in the end, the foreigners became mafters of* 
the foil, and made *^ hewers of wood and draw-^ 
^' ers of water" df thofe who had let them in* 

Irifbmen ! have you forgot the annals of your 
own country, theftoriesdf old times, with which, 
W'hen you were in a happier temper of mind^ you 
lifed to amufc one another at the winter fire-fide ? 
Would you, now, with your eyes open, put your- 
felves in the ftate in which your forefathers wcre^ 
when, from their quarrels amongfl themfelvcs, 

Q the 
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the Danes got into the country, and became thcf 
lords and mafters of the natives ? Do you think 
that human nature is not the fame now that it , 
was then ; and that the French, if once let in 
amongft you, with arms in their hands, and in a 
ftate to give law, would not be juft as infolent 
and overbearing to you , as the Danifh foldiers 
were to your anceftors ? But, let them do as they 
pleafed, you would be at their mercy. All your 
refource would be to fend a pitiful deputation to 
the French aflembly to implore compaflion, and 
wait, in trembling fufpence, till it fhould decide 
upon yx)ur fate. Such, at this inftant, is the de- 
graded condition of thel^Jetherlands and of Hol- 
land.* Would you, then, ye deluded Irifh, if it 
were in your power, add yourfelves, as one more, 
to the cpflaved dependents of thofe headftrong, 
haughty demagogues ? Would you, I fay, part 
at once with your fuccefsfulinduftry, your high- 
road fecurify, your fire-fide comforts, your real 
independence, to be,, for oncej in the honey- 
moon of your new alliance, greeted with a fra« 
ternal embrace, aad have your mefl^engers ad- 
mitted to the honours of the fitting ? 

* And fuch, at this inftant, (Sept. 29, 1798,) is thecoh- 
dition of the ill-fated Switzerland, over whofe miferies the 
good Ld'vater has juft pourcd forth his pathetic and heart- 
rending complaint. 

But 
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But the comfort is, that, after all, the doom 
of your country is not iny our power, and that, 
as matters adtually ftand, this horrid profpeft is 
but a frightful dream. Neither you, nor the 
French to help you, w6uld be able, by your ut- 
moft united efforts, to produce more in the po- 
litical ftate of this kingdom than a Ihort-lived 
difturbance. You may, if you will, lie down 
flat, and let the flood of invafion roll over your 
fluggifh bodies into the midfl: of this rich and 
flourifhjng province : or, ftill more lofl to fenfe, 
you may yourfelves ftart up, and help on the 
havock by frantic infurredtion. But you will 
end you career in difappointment and the gibbet. 
You may injure, deeply injure, the credit, and 
the comfort of your country. But flatter your- 
felves as you may with the delufion of an Irifli 
Republic, the Irijb Conftitutional Monarchy will 
be more than a match for you all. 

Before you can abolifli this, you muft fink 
Great Britain in the ocean, or you muft Ihove 
Ireland off its rocky foundations, and fail it down 
to the French coaft, or out halfway to America. 
Placed as you are by the hand of Omnipotence, 
you may work yourfelves into convulfive ftrug- 
gles ; but the chain that binds this country to 
its true intereft is the chain of Nature ; you can- 
not diflblve- it. 

a % What 
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What have you to oppofe to the wealth of 
that country, the merchants of whofe metropor 
lis fo Ihortly ago caqie forward with a loan of 
Eighteen Millions, and an pfFer of as many 
more; and a fingle fea-pprt pf which, (Liver- 
pool,) as a proof of what might be done on an 
emergency, offered Nine Millions ? What have 
you to oppofe to that Navy which fof a gentury 
has rode triumphant on the ocean; tp whofe 
power, at this day, hoftile fleets have ftruck 
without firing a gun, and to whofe extenfion 
you can place no barrier ? What have you tp 
oppofe to that fervency of Union with which 
every true Britilh heart among its mafs of inha- 
bitants would leap forth in concert with their 
King and Government tp ailiil the loyalty of 
Ireland?* 

Yes, the loyalty of Ireland. Do you imagirie 
the loyal men are few or impotent, or that, if 
even they flood unaided, you would be able to 
crufti them at your will ? Drop, for a moment 
your felf-flattering prefuniptipn, and fee with 

* How glorlouHy has the confidence here expreffed been 
realized in the magnanimity of thofe gallant regiments of 
Englifh Militia' who have fo nobly fifcrificed their fafety 
|and cornfort to afflft this country in the hour of peril^ and 
yyhOf in conjundion with our own native loyalty, fprm at this 
moment the impregnable bulwark of Ireland. 
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your own eyes who your opponents are. They . 
are the whole landed intereft of Ireland ; nine^ 
ty-nine out of an hundred of thofe who pbflefs 
property of one hundred pounds a year and up- 
wards. They are the mercantile intereft of 
Jreland, with a few defpicable exceptions, of 
men, not merchants in reality, but mere af- 
fumers of the name, They are the refpecftable 
inhabitants of the metropolis alipoft to a man; 
gentlemen, merchants, men in profeffions or in 
trade, all, not only refolute in the common 
caufe, but adlually arming; the very youth of 
the Univerlity forfaking, for a time, their peace- 
ful fludies, and forming themfelvcs under their 
own tutors into a military corps for the defence 
of their country. They, are the humane, the 
rational, the well- principled, the lovers of fafety 
and domeftic comfort, in a word, the men of 
common fenfe in every part of the kingdom, 
who, let their lefler differences, religious or po- 
litical, be what they may, know and feel that 
the exiftence of every thing they hold dear upon 
parth depends on the repelling of invafion froni 
'abroad, and the cr^lhing of treafpn at home. 

And thefe, backed by an army of military and 
fnilitia, fuch as Ireland never before could boaft 
pf, and who have already fliewn an ardour to at- 
tack the enemies of their country which cuts up 

by 
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^by the r.©ots every hope you might hare har- 
boured of their difafFedtion to the Conftitution ; 
by a body of armed yeomanry, horfe, and foot, 
already not lefs than forty thoufand, fpreading 
at this moment, in fpiteof all the efforts of the 
Demagogues, into places lately the moft adverfe 
to the meatire, and certain to fpread to an ex- 
tent greater even than that of their genuine 
predeceffors, theVolunteersof£/g->&/y-T^t;(?; and, 
let me add once more, backed by the wealth, the 
power, the unanimity of the Britifli Empire. 

I alk again, what have you to oppofe to all this 
force, which needs only the preffure of the occa- 
fion to bring it into united aftion ? Will you fet 
againft it the wijdom or the J^irU of thofe leaders 
by whofe uncealing exhortations you have been 
enlightened into difcontent, and made frantic 
with the hope of you know not what? Do you 
even know who they are ? Could you fix upon 
the perfons who fit in the dark centre of your 
combination, and regulate its myfteries and its 
movements ? They have fent amongft you fongs, 
toafts, creeds, conllitutions, all kinds of papers, 
to induce you to ftart up and fight for them ; 
but have they let you fee themjelves ? No ; while 
they wifti you to run your necks into an halter, 
to ferve their infernal views, they themfelves 
(kulk behind; fo that, if the game Ihould, in 

the 
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tte end^ go againft them, they may efcape to 
France or America, and leave you, whom they 
have deluded, to be the facrifice.* Would you, 
then, commit yourfelves to thefe invilible cham- 
pions, and embark on their blind aflurances in 
deftrpying the peace and fafety of j^our country 
firft, and being hanged for it afterwards ? 

Do you truft to France for permanent aid 
againft the mafs of power that would be oppofed 
to you ? If you do, you are your own deceivers 
and betrayers. Can you fuppofe that the Allies 
of the abfolute Monarchy of Spain would trou- 
ble themfelves for a moment what Government 
you had, except fo far as they could make you tlie 
inftruments of their own ambitious purpofes ? I 
tell you it is not to krvej/ou but to injure Great 
Britain that they would come hither ; and their 
one objeft would be to fet you all a going in the 
blefled work of butchering one another, and 
then leave you to your fate. 

If you have the fmalleft doubt whether their 
prefent attempt is any thing more than a laft def- 
perate effort to fplit that Empire with which 
they feel themfelves unable to cope, or if you 

♦ Has not this been realized, almoft to the letter, in the fub. 
xniflloii of fo many of the leaders of the confpiracy, and in 
theconfeffions of M^Nenj'wyEmmety djidO* Connor ? 

think 



f 



think that they have any wifli to fliare happin^ft 
ivith you, read their own acccfurtt of the precious 
bleflSngs they have to impart. I will give it to? 
you in their own words, as they ftand in a mef- 
fage font from their Direftory to their Council 
of Five Hundred on the loth of the laft month i 
It has been publifhed in all the newfpapers, and 
I folemnly affure you every fyllable of it is theii* 
own. 

'* The multiplied Wants of the Republic call 
'^ imperioufly upon you to difplay and employ 
** all her refources* Every branch of the public 
** fervice experiences the utmofl: diftrefs. The 
*^ defenders of the country fuiFer all the horrors 
•^ of nakednefs. The hofpitals are in want of' 
** fuel, medicines, and all other neceflaries. The 
^^ public alms and workhoufes experience the 
*^ fame want ; and fdr this caufe they reje<5l: thd 
** needy and infirm citizens, who ufually found 
*^ an afylum in them. The public roads are im- 
•' paflable, and the communications interrupted- 
*^ From one end of the Republic to the othef 
'^ the Judges and Adminiftrators are reduced to 
'^ the dreadful dilemma, either to expofe them- 
^^ felves and their families to the utmoft mifery^ 
" or to fell themfelves to intriguers. Murder 
'^ and affaffination are organized in many places^ 
*^ and the adminiftration of police, without ac- 

^« tivity 



( "I ) 

'' tivity and without force^ is uniblc to check 
^' thefe difordcrfi/' 

Gracious heaven ! is this the happinefs of Re- 
publican France^ and are thefe the Allies fronl 
whom you have been taught to expecft an abfo- 
late heaven upon earth ? Ufe your reafon^ my 
deluded countrymen, and compare the ftate of 
things at home with this melancholy pifture 
which your friends in France have drawn of 
tfiemfelVes with their own hand. They, by their 
own account are funk into the loweft wretched- 
nefs ; you are rifing more rapidly in all the re- 
quifites of ndtional comfort than any othef na- 
tion in Europe. You may crack your brains, ot 
brake ydur hearts bccdufe you cannot alter the 
laws with a wi/b, or becaufe you pay rent inftead 
,of Hcehi^g it f br, indeed, with equal reafon, Be- 
caufe you have not the ftrength of Lions or thd 
ftiiriftnefs of Eagles ; but go to a furer fbaiidard 
thail your own ifaifguided fancy. Look back 
upon the circumftinccs of yout own neighbour- 
hood twenty years ago. How many of you were 
then poorly lodged and clothed, and backward 
in the world, who arc now warm and indepen- 
dent, and money making ? Look only at a 
market, or a fair, and fee the ftriking difference 
in the very drels of the people then and now* 
Caft yt)ur eyes aiound ; fee how many fnug and 
R comfortable 
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comfortable houfes hare arifen on every haiid^ 
Perhaps, all circumftances confidered, there i^ 
not a country in the world which has advanced 
within the laft hundred years as this country 
has done during the laft itventy. Would you,' 
then, if you were left to your own choice, ex- 
change the real advantages you enjoy, and the 
incalculable increafe of them to which you may 
fairly look forward, for that mifery and poverty 
which the Governors of the French Republic 
themfelves confefs to be the portion of their re-- 
generated country ? 

Why are not you more rich and more com- 
fortable to-day than you adlually are? It is 
chiefly from this caufe, becaufe your Country 
was formerly wafted by war. For the laft hun- 
dred years you have been more free from this 
fcourge than any other Natron in the World; 
and during that time you have been rifing with 
increafing growth from the defolation of for* 
mer ages. The Empire with which you were 
conne(5led has been at war again and again. 
But you heard not the roar of battle; your 
peaceflil .fields were unpolluted with blood. 
Sheltered by a defence, to which you merely 
contributed, but with the fupport of which you 
were not burthened, (the Britijb Navy,) you fat 
tranquil and fecure while Europe has ihook 

with 
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with repeated hurricanes; but which were Sof- 
tened to a murmur before they reached your 
€ar. Are you, then, tired of this invaluable 
exemption, and do you wifh to be driven back 
in the courfe of a few months to a ftate which 
it will t^ke another century to repair, or, more 
probably, may never be repaired ? If this be in- 
deed your wifh, if you prefer wretchednefs and 
beggary to rapidly increaling comfort, you 
have taken the true means to accompliih your 
objeft ; by encouraging a foreign enemy to 
take advantage of your frantic divifions ; and 
you will feal your doom by now fitting ftill, and 
letting that enemy g?t fopting in your country. 

Irishmen of the North, who call yourfelves 
united, but who have, in truth, eonfpred againft 
your own true intereft, your Country, and your 
God, Heaven has been kinder to you than you 
have been to yourfelves. The winds, which have 
difperfed the fleet that hoped to furprize this 
country by the fuddennefs of its attack, have left 
you an happy interval for refle<ftion and repent- 
ance. Seize, then, this valuable opportunity; 
caft from you, with honeft fcorn, the wildex- 
peftatipns you have been taught to entertain ; 
and break a,t once ihrough the villainous en- 
gagements which at this moment of peril would 
make you the betrayers of Ireland, Speak out, 

B a . fey, 



fey, fwear^ (for honcft men will fwear what the j 
fay,) that you arc ready to repel the foe at the 
hazard of your lives. Thus may you yet de- 
ferve well of your cpuntry. Your return to 
reafon will fave the labour and the bloodlhcd 
of reiiftance. Fot the ehemy need not be 
^llVght, that they might as eafily cut a way 
through the centre of the folid earth to get at 
the other lide of the globe^ as penetrate into 
Ireland through the rampart of a unanimous 
people. 



ESSAY XV. 
ADPRESSED 

TO 

THE U^N^JTED l&JtSHUEN 

IN AKD ABOUT BELFAST 

/ 

\ri\0 JIOINED IN THE LATE RESOLUTIONS. 

Feb. I, X797, 

JL HE alarm fo? the fiifety 9I the oouatry har- 
inga for the pa?eiS?nt, fubfided> it is uapoffible not 
to pay fome a,ttention to y wr particular condufl^ 
at the moment of agifeMion. When the fete of 
IreUn4 feenjecl to tremble in th6 balance, and 

ever^ 
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fvery h^m^ft mind was on the ftr^t^h to avert 
the impending hprrprs, you, too, came forward. 
But for what purpofe ? Was it to lay down your 
jealQuiies aiac^ difcontents at the altar of national 
fafety, and join heart and hand in the me^fures 
taken for the common defipnce ? No, but it wa$ 
to count^raft the efforts of your better difpofed 
neighbours, ^nd to turn the public occaiion 
which their ho^eft zeal afforded you,* into an 
opportunity of infulting Government by a pro- 
pofal in the very teeth of the laws, and of adding 
frefh fuel to that flame which your own arts had 
kindled in the. bofom of the cpmmunity . 

I will not affert, what has been fa long fuf- 
pedled, that you yourfelves were the invitcrs of 

• A meeting of the inhabitants of Belfast^ heldoo the 
31ft of December, 1796, is here alluded to. It had been con- 
vened by the loyal gentlemen of that place, in order to adopt 
a plan of conftitutional defence againft the then impending 
itivafion, but the difaffefled (who were eafily able to obtain a 
majority of perfons called Inhabitants) perverted it to their, 
aifual porpofes of counterai^ng Government, and inflaming the. 
ppl^lic Q^nd. The meeting, of cour£b, end^d in a ftf ing gf in^ . 
fidious refolutions, one of which was, that ** they iscere ijeady, 
•* if permitted ty Government, to arm in like manner a3 the 
Volunteers ;** that is, they were ready to take arms if they were 
aHowed to do fo, without any oath of allegiance, or any obli- 
gation to military obedience, and in dire^i 'violation of the 
prpyifions ^f th^ Ycpi^anry Jjft piftd a ajonth or two befow. 

inva-*^ 
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inrafion and the fworn allies of the foe. But if 
you were, how could you have aAed more fully 
up to the charadler ? Cautious as you have ever 
ihewn yourfelves, meafuring your every word 
by the letter of the law, that you might efFeA the 
purpofes, without incurring the penalties, of fedi- 
tion, you would not, at the moil critical mo- 
ment of your career, have made the falfe ftep of 
premature difcovery. Had you lighted the bea* 
cons of infurrcftion before the invaders were 
even furc of landing, you would inftantly have 
blafted their projefts and your own hopes. Your 
firft rebellious movement would have called 
forth a force againft ypu, which as yet you 
could have had no profpe A of refifting ; and 
before your foreign friends could have come to 
your aid, you would have been the vidlims of 
your own temerity. 

What, then, could youhave done but what you . 
^ aftually did ? You fhewed your followers that 
you were neither indolent nor wavering ; that 
3K)U were on the watch to feize every advantage 
offered you by the moment, and were ready to 
go all lengths for the accomplilhment of your 
objedl. Should any of them have been embar- 
raffed with remaining fcruples, you took a me* 
thod of fettling their minds which Machiavel 
himfelf could not have outdone. An offer of 

arming 
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arming on terms which you knew beforeharid to 
be ihadmiffible, was a mafter-piece of crooked 
policy for perfuading your adherents that, being 
refufed the means of felf-prote6lion by Govern- 
ment, they were free, in all confcience, to do 
what th^y could for themfelves, and, of courfe, 
to form a junction with the invading army. 

It might*be wiihed, for the credit ofhuman na- 
ture, that your condu6l could be afcribed tofome 
principle fliort of fyftematic treachery. But is 
there a fingle circumftance to turn the fcale of 
opinion even thus much in your favour? Is there, 
in the language you have ufed, one trait of can- 
dour, or the flighteft mark of honeft, though 
mifguided, minds ? Is it not, on the contrary, a 
clumfy ejSbrt of diffimulation, deteftable for its 
intention and contemptible for its execution ? 

You have aflerted *^ that a determination 
^^ firmly manifefted on the part of Govern- 
*^ ment," to gratify the popular de£re *^ would 
'* conciliate the afFeAion of the people whofc 
'^ wifli is Reform alone'' In your mouths what 
is this but the vileft prevarication; a defpica« 
ble playing on the word Reform^ which, from its 
loofenefs of meaning, may be applied to any thing 
from an Odennial Bill up to an abfolute Demo- 
cracy ? You know, in your hearts, that nothing 

con- 
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{»hiiftent i*rith the exijlehce 6f thS Cbflftitiifiort 
Wolild conciliate you. As United triftimen yo'il 
Ibfid pledged riot to reft fatisfied with any thing 
Ihort of nnnual ekilions, every matt a voter ^ and 
ivtry man capable of heifig ele^td. You may call 
this Reform^ if you will; but you would bd 
amongft th^ firft fools in the Univerfe if yott 
were not aware that a ftab through the heart 
dOiild not be more fatal to a living animal, than 
fucb a Reforfti would be to the prefent Conftitu- 
tion. And we fliould be ftill greater fools •if, 
after reading your various publications, we did 
not fee that your certainty of its being thus fatal 
tb the Conftitutioh is the folfe caufe of your 
ilhabating eagernefs in purfuing it. 

On the late occafion, however, you did not 
deem it to ybur purpofe to go beyond an indifedt 
intimation of whatjoz^ meant by Reform. You 
i*ilhed to make as large a mufter as you could ; 
and you were aware that fohie would join ybii 
in a general wifh, who were not yet famciently 
enlighteiied to adopt y6tif particular defihitiGta. 

But do you fuppofe that anjr who are ac- 
(Juainted with ybiir pradlices will not fee throtgh 
this defpicable artifice ? Will jrcru peffuade M 
that ytJU have h^d tio trdnd in publifhing, aftd' 
difperfirlg artiortgft your fraferflit^, thofe boak4 
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of Democratic Songs,* which inculcate, by 
cvei'y mode of addrefs to the imagination and 
the paflions, that hereditary legiflators (fuch ad 
our King and Houfe of Peers) are hereditary 
abfurdities and curfes; that the happinefs of 
mankind depends on the abolition of kings, and 
priejfts, and thrones, and titles; that the French 
are the great benefactors of the human race ; 
and thit, from their affiftance alone. Liberty^ 
and the rcftoration of the Rights of Man, are 
to be ftxpedled ? I ftatc nothing from hearfay ; 
I hare had the execrable volumes in mj hands, 
arid faw in fome of them, with'honefl: indigna- 
tion, talents, which might have been ufefully 
employed, proftituted to the moft infernal pur- 
pofes. Is there one of you who does not know 
the books I allude to ? What, then, muft be your 
hardened effrontery, after having, as you hoped^ 
fufficiently poflefled your own fworn aflbciates 
with your real principles, to attempt, by merely 
flipping them aiide like a dark lantern under an 
alTaffin^s cloke, and putting on the maflc of am- 
biguity, to pafs yourfelves off for moderate re- 
formifts and friends to the Coriftitution ! 

Will 3rou dare to difown the publications 1 re- 
fet to, and call for thofe direcft proofs of their 

• l^addfi ReJhnrce.^Tbe Irt/b Harp tuned to Lihrfj, 
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being yours which your fubtlety has made it itifl-* 
practicable to obtain ? Then I take you on the 
ground (^f an avowed declaration, in which, at a 
moment when the phrenzy of your zeal over- 
powered your difcrction, you difclofed to us the 
whole extlpnt of your views. It deeply concerns 
all who haVe not a tafte for rapine and maflacrc 
to pay attention to this, for never before was the 
real objeft 6f fuch difturbers of focietyasyour- 
felves fo exq^ifilely developed. " In four words'* 
fay you, ^* lies all our power, univerfal emancU 
*' fation and reprefentative legifiaturCj and yet 
*• we are aflured that, on the privot of this 
•* principle, a Convention^ lefs, a Society , lefs ftill, 
** a siNGLK MAN, would Ijj able firft to move, 
^* and then to raife the world 1" 

The expreffions fcarcely require a comment* 
They Ihew, at once, both your objeft and your 
motives with a ftrength which no colouring 
could heighten.. Your wifh is, that the majority 
told by the head fhould eledl the legiflature in 
fuch a manner as to fecure aconftant, inevitable, 
popular controul. And you defire this, becaufe 
you think, that if the populace could only con- 
troul the legiflature, you would be fure of lead- 
ing the populace, and,, of courfe, be poffefled of 
unlimited political power. Such, if we can 
give credit to your own words, is the fecret 
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fpring of your pretended patriotifm. " On the 
privot of this principle** you fay, (that is by 
means of your plan of r^or;«,) " a Convention" 
(the thing, were you once in power, you could 
call at any time,) " lefs, a Society" (yourfelves 
the thing you aftually are) " Icfs ftill, a fingle 
man'* (any aftive citizen who might happen to 
catch the ear of the mob ; the gloorhy fpirit 
whofe pen was ufed on the occafion, doubtlefs, 
had himfelf in view,) "'would be able firft to 
move, and then to raife the world;*' i. e. in the 
Ipweft fenfe of the words, might do whatever you, 
or (^ny of ydu who ruled for the hour, might 
wifli, with law' or government, with perfons oi: 
property, with individuals or the community. 

This is not Republicanifm ; it is not mere 
Democracy ; but it is the high delirium of the 
very fever of Anarchy. It is what thofe dif- 
graces of human nature, Cbabot^ Dantorij MaraU 
or the wretch Rohefpierr^ himfelf, never had 
the audacity to utter. It is a deliberate pre- 
ference of the greateft curfe that can befal fq- 
ciety, for the fake of its moft deplorable coa- 
fequcnqes, 

Good God ! what the originators of French 

democracy now loo^ back upon with horror, 

you, from the very luft of pow^r, the devil-like 
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ambition of ruling in hell, rather than obeying 
in heaven, have looked forward to with raptu- 
rous delight ! In pourtraying the vifions of your 
perturbed fancy, you have even marked the pro- 
grcfs which the revolutionary Demon traced for 
his blood-ftained Bacchanals^ in that devoted 
country, amid the ruins of human happinefs. 
There *^ a Convention* put down the mpnarchy 
and^the conftitution; ^^ a Society* (the Jacobin 
club) rofe above the Convention ; and laft *^ a 
Jingle man* ruled the Jacobins, the Convention, 
the Nation., A^daU *^on the pivot" of your 
very ^' principle," Uniyerfal Emancipation and 
Reprefentative Legtjlature\ a principle which 
France even already, with her eyes but half 
open from her fanguinary debauch, has re- 
nounced and reprobated, as her peft and her 
difgrace.* ' 

With fuch a bewitching profpecSb in your 
view ; frantic already with the certainty that, by 
the completion of your plan, each of you would 
te forthwith transformed into a political Archi-^ 
medesy moving even the world at jiour will, by 
the omnipotence of your machinery, who coujd 
wonder that you Ihould rage and chafe at the 

♦ See the Speech of Boiffy D'Anglas^ on reporting from 
4})e Committee appointed to form the Conftitution of 1795- 

<:hecfoi 



( ^33 ) 

checks which the Legiflature has placed in yo«r 
way ? It was not more extraordinary that you 
ihould go mad at the Convention adl, the Gun- 
powder a6l, the Infurredlion aft, and thofe 
other afts which never would have been 
thought of but for You, than that a murderer 
ihould rage at being deprived of his dagger, at 
iJie inftant when he hoped to perpetrate an zt- 
faffination. 

But whatever hopes you may have had from 
the caUmities of your country, Providence hus^, 
for the prefent, defeated them. Would to God 
you could yet avail yourfelves of this opportu- 
nity for refledlion ! But if this be impoffible, if 
you are loll to every feeling of juftice, huma- 
nity, and common fenfe, then I lay it i$ the in- 
ftafll duty of every man in thb community to 
exjert himfelf for his own, his family's, and his 
country's fafety. Your combination mufl be 
put down, or the country is undone. To 
keep terms with you, to helitate in fpeaking 
of you as your enormities deferve, or in coun- 
terafting you by the moft open and d^cilive 
opppfition, would be a degree of bafenefs little 
ihort pf your own. 

Gracious Heaven ! To what a ftate have you 
already brought this once peaceful province! 

Like 
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Like the firft deceiver of man, you have ftolen 
into the retreats of innocence and tranquillity, 
and changed them by your peftilent fuggefHons 
into fcenes of turbulence and guilt. You have 
robbed the poor of their own peculiar boon from 
heaven^ quiet unambitious relignation, and have 
infufed into their fimple bofoms the hell that 
rages in your own. Till your accurfcd fociety 
exifted, there was no midnight terror, no wanton 
cruelty. The wealthy farmer went to his repofe, 
and the benighted traveller purfued his way, un- 
fufpefting and unarmed. But fince yqur difaf- 
trous rife, I appeal to any man who knows the 
country, whether there have not been more 
houfe-breakings and houfc-burnings, and more 
attacks upon perfon and property, than occurred 
for an hundred years before ? And I alk farther, 
wherever you have fpread, have not violence, 
and outrage, nightly plottings, and dark threat- 
cnings, been your uniform attendants ? If luch 
be the firft fruits of your labours, what muft be 
the fulncfs of your infernal harveft } 

Curfes and difgraces to fociety that you arc, 
ihall you ftill be fufFered to go on ? Your overt 
afts may and mufi be curbed by the iron hand 
of the law, but the fource of the evil, the princi- 
ples you have propagated, can only be fubdued 
by the energy of general execration. Fitted as 
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they are to flatter and to feed depravity, congenial 
with every view and hope in which the ruffian of 
whatever defcription loves to indulge, fo far as 
profligacy extend, they will not fail to attradl 
votaries ; and the fole remedy mufl: be a flieady 
aftive counter-union of the wife, the refpcdlable, 
and the virtuous. And Ihall thi^ any longer be 
wanting ? Shall not all who are yet uninfe6lcd 
with your contagion, rouze themfelves however 
hitherto they may have flumbered, and unite aa 
one man with Government and the Legiflature> 
in refcuing their difhonoured and injured coun- 
try ? What Demofthenes felt when the Athenian 
iiate was on the brink of being betrayed by its 
own unnatural fons, is what every good man ought 
to feel towsirds fou. I quote the pafl!age at large, 
that it may be feen, from the fliriking coinci- 
dence, that the worffc traitors of antiquity were, 
to the very letter, of the fame cafl: and charac- 
ter with yourfelves. 

*^ I was never known" fays that illufl:rious 
orator *^ to march through the city with a face 
*' of joy and exultation at the fuccefs of a foreign 
^^ power, I was never known to receive the 
^^ fuccefles of my own country with tremblings, 
^^ with fighings, with eyes bending to the earth, 
*^ like tiefe impious men, who are the defamers 
** of the ftate, as if, by fuch conduft, they 

«^ were 
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•' were not the defkmcrs of themfelves, who 
^* look abroad, and when a foreign Potentate 
•^ hath eftabliftied his power on the calamities 
** of their countr)% applaud the event, and tell 
*' us we Ihould take every means to perpetuate 
*^ that power. ^ 

• " Hear me, over-ruling Heaven, (he goes on,) 
*^ and let not thefe, their defires, be ratified 
** above. Infufe abetter fpirit into thefe men ; 
•' infpire even their minds with purer fenti- 
•* ments, this is my firft prayer. Or, if their 
** natures arc not to be reformed, purfue them 
•* eveh to deftruftion. But to us difplay your 
*' goodnefs, in a fpeedy deliverance from im- 
*^ pending evils, and in all the bleflings of pro-^ 
** tccftion and tranquillity.*'* 

♦ Demojthehei on the Cronun — concluding Wbtds of the 
Oxation. 
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ESSAY XVI. 
REMARKS 

ON 

THE FIRST PRINTED PROPOSAL 

POR 

THE IRISH UNION. 

How now, yt/ecret^ blacky and midnight fiends, 
tVhat is't you do ? 

A DIED WITHOUT A l^AME ! 



. May 28th, 1797. 

^FTER the ftatements contained in the late 
Reports of the Committees of both Houfes of 
Parliament^* it may, at firft view, appear unne- 
ceflary to call the attention of the public to any 
new remarks on the treafon of the United Irijb^ 
men. There is, however, one point upon which 
it may not be impoffible to throw fome addi- 
tional light ; I mean the precife intention with 
which that Society was originally formed. 

On this head, the letter of Tbeohald Wolfr 
Tme^ infertcd in the Report of the Committee 
of the Commons, afibfds the moftftriking, and, 
to minds not warped by prejudice^ the moft 

* The Reports here alluded to were tkofe made in the kfl 
Scflion of the late Parliament* 

T con- 
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conclulivc evidence. But there is another im-' 
portant document which does not appear to 
have come before the Committee, and which is, 
if poffible, ftill more demonftrative of the pri- 
mary defign of the Irish Union. 

To Tones letter it might, perhaps, be objeft- 
ed, that being not intended for publication, 
but merely to be communicated to a few confi- 
dential friends, it ihews the fentiments of a pri- 
vate perfon, rather than evinces the prin(;:iples 
upon which the fociety of United Irijhmen was 
actually founded. But the paper to which I refer 
comes forward under different' circumftances. 
It is not the mere correfpondence of an in-r 
dividual with a junto of his political intimates; 
it is a moft elaborate memoir, compofed with 
every aid of fancy, and every artifice of lan- 
^age, for the exprefs purpofe of circulation. 
It is, in a word, a complete, well-digefted ftate-., 
ment of the principles and views of the in^. 
tended inftitution ; drawn up not only for the 
information of thofe who were already friendly 
to fuch a defign, but in fuch a manner as infal- 
libly to recommend it to all the perturbed and 
profligate fpirits in the community. 

The date of this memoir* feems to be nearly 

* This paper has been infertcd in the Appendix of the late 
]R£portof the Commons, of which it forms the third number, 

the 
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the fame with that of Toms letter. It appeared 
in Dublin in the month of June, 1791, was 
clofely printed on a quarto Iheet, (of whidi it 
occupied nearly three pages and an half,) and 
was handed about in the form of a circular let- 
ter, with indefatigable affiduity. Its peculiar 
ftyle, marked throughout with that turbulent and 
gloomy rhetoric which had diftinguilhed the 
well-known Hehfs Letters^ made it fcarcely 
pollible to doubt, that the fame hand which 
had formerly been bufied in iiimulating the 
Ulfter Volunteers, was now employed to difFufe, 
through the kingdom at large, a better con- 
cofted and far more deadly poifon. 

i cannot help rcquefting my readers to give 
clofe attention to the quotations which I fliall 
make from this extraordinary compofition. 
They will be found to illuftrate the primary idea 
and fpirit of the Iri/b Union with a clearnefs, of 
which all expreflions but thofe of the memoir it* 
ielf would fall infinitely Ihort ; and I hefitatc 
not to add that they will enable every man of 
common underftanding to determine at once^ 
whether the firft d^gn of the inftitution was 
limited to a temperate reform of abufes, or whe- 
ther, on the contrary, it did not imply as defpe- 
rate a fyftem of Revolutionary Treafon as ever 
was fuggefted by profligate ingenuity. 

T a It 



( HO ) 

It begins thus : ** It is propofed, that, at this 
*' junfture, a fociety Ihould be inftituted, hav- 
'^ ing much of xhtfecrecy^ and fomewhat of the 
^^ ceremonial, attached to Freemafonry ; with fo 
^^ much fecrecy^ as may communicate curiofity^ 
'' uncertainty^ and expeBatioUj to the minds of 
** furroundingmen ; with fo much impre/pve^Xid 
*^ affeSling ceremony ^ in all its internal oeconomy, 
^- as, without impeding real bufinefs, may ftrikc 
'^ the foul, through the fenfes, and, addreffing 
*' the who!e man, may animate his philofophy 
*^ by the energy of his paffions. 

** Secrecy is expedient -and necejfary : it will 
*^ make the band of union more coie/ive, and 
^^ tht fpirit of that union more ardent and more 
** condenfed. It will invelope this derife flame 
^* vvith a cloud of gloomy ambiguity, that 
'^ will both facilitate its own agency, and, at the 
*^ fame time, confound and terrify its enemies by 
«^ their ignorance of the deflgny the ^^/^«/, the 
^^ direction ^ and the confequences : it will /i5r(?w a 
*^ -y^? over thofe individuals whofe frofejfional 
*^ frudence might make them wiih to lie ro«- 
** ^^^/^^ until a manifeftation of themfelves be- 
^^ come ahfolutelj necejfary. ^"^ 

No^ 

♦ The rcfcmblaticc between this pUn for the InJB Unmt^ 
and Weijbaupf% projeft of the German Union, is fo clofe at 

aliQoft 
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Now, let it be confidered, that when this plan 
was fuggefted, thofe fuppofed obfkacles to poli* 
tical exertion, which have been fincefo often ad- 
duced by the malecontents as apolbgies for their 
enormities, did not exift, nor were even in con- 
templation. There was no Convention AdV, no 
Infurre cation Aft, noTreafonable Correfpondence 
A6k, every mode of communication was open, 
the war had not commenced, nor was the public 
mind agitated by any alarm. In thefe circum- 
ftances, (in which there was not merely a liberty, 

aknoft to preclude the pofllbility of its arifing from mere 
coincidence. Let the reader compare the above quotations 
with the following paflages from Wetjhaupt*^ own account of 
his fcheme, as quoted by Roblnfon, His words are as fol- 
low : * The flighteft obfenration (hows, that nothing will fo 
' • much contribute to increafe the zeal of the members as fecrct 

* union. We fee with what keennefs .and zeal the frivolous bu- 

* finefs of Free Mafonry is conduced, by perfons knit together 
'* by the fecrecy of their union. It is necdlefs to enquire into 

* the caufes of this zeal which fecrecy produces. It is an 
^ univerial faft, confijrmed by the hiftory of every age. Let* 
^ this circumftance of ear conftitution, therefore^ be dire£Ud 

* to this ngble purpofe, and thcn^ all the objections urged 

* againft it, by jcjilous tyranny and affrighted fuperftition, will 
• < vanilh.' — Rob tft/on*^ Proofs , Page 115. Iriih' Edition. 

In anothef j^ace, Weljhauj^t fpeaks thus: ^Th6 order 

* wi(hj9s to \» fecret^ imd to work in filence ; for thus it \% 

* better fecurcd from the opprcffion of the ruling powers, and 

* becaufe this fecrecy gives a greater zcft to the whole.' — i?o- 
hh/on\ Proofs Page 1 32 • 

but 
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but an abfolute liccntioufncfs of fcope, both fot 
difcuflion and cc-operation,) can it for a moment 
be fuppofed that men who only wilhed to efFeft 
a temperate Reform in Parliament would have 
adopted gloomy y impenetrable fecrecy as the firft 
feature of their defign ? Was it in human nature, 
thus deliberately to prefer cowardly ambiguity to 
manly candour ^ if it had not been'felt that there 
was an indifpenfible neceffity for fuch a proce- 
dure ? And whence could the idea of fuch a ne- 
ceffity have arifen but from the confcioufnefs of 
a purpofe which would not bear to be difclofed ? 
It is not lefs the refult of uniform experience, 
than it is the maxim of divine wifdom, ^^ that 
*^ men love darknefs rather than light , becausb 

^' THEIR DEEDS ARE EVII*." 

The laws of nature have eftabliftied an affinity 
between ends and means ^ which vice cannot, and 
wifdom ^yould not, wilh to deftroy. We might as 
well conceive the excellent Howard going forth 
on his miffion of charity, covered with the mafk, 
and armed with the dagger, of an affaffin, as fup- 
pofe that a fociety, aftuated by pure benevo- 
lence, and aiming at rational improvement, 
whether civil or political, would have thought 
of carrying its point by aiFefting gloomy ambi* 
guityj by exciting uncertainty and expeSation in 
the ?ninds offurrounding men^ or by confoukd- 
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ING and TEK,RiPYiNG cvcn its fuppofed ene- 
mies, by their ignorance of the defign, the extent, 
the direSilony and the confequences. Even the re- 
volutionary Godwin alks, *' Whyfpread a reft- 
** lefs commotion over the face of a nation, 
^^ which may lead to the moft deftrudlive con- 
*^ fequences ? Why feek to beftow upon truth a 
'* weight not its own ?*" It is only a foul and 
villainous end that could be attained by fuch ex- 
pedients; they are inftrumehts which have their 
fpecific ufes legibly engraven on them; the 
choice of them, alone, were there no other evi- 
dence, would provey th^t Jyjiematized infurre^ion 
and revolutionary defpotifm were, from the firft 
moment, the objedls of the undertaking. 

And iovfucb objects they were well chofen 
expedients. A Catiline^ or a Cafar Borgia ^ could 
have fuggefted none better. The idea of a fecret 
fraternity^ fo formed as to proceed by filent and 
imperceptible, but, at the fame time, infallibly 
advancing fl:eps through the great mafs of the 
lower claffes, and fo fhrouded in midnight dark-' 
nefs as to evade law, elude counteraftion, and 
even defy computation, was itfelf a mafter-piecc 
of revolutionary ingenuity. But the additional 
provifion, that this fraternity fliould not only a6k 

* Rnquiry into Political Juftice, Vol, I. Book iv. Chap. 2. 
Sec. 3- 

as 
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as an engine for fpreading terror and confufion 
over the public mind witbmty but fliould itfelf, 
by means of an high-raifed enthufiafm, the effeft 
of excited paffions and ^* afFedling ceremonies," 
be kept in a ftate of devotednefs, at once themoft 
implicit and the moft aftive, to its own leaders 
wifbin^ implied fucli a refinement of defpotifm, 
over mind as well as body^ ovtx jriend as well as 
enemy ^ fuch an exquifite conjundlion of the worft 
features oiprieftcraft^ with the worft weapons of 
tyranny 9 as can be inftanced, perhaps, but in one 
other cafe within the annals of the world. 

The Reader will, perhaps, himfelf think of 
the cafe I dlude to, that of the well known Na- 
tion of AflafEns ; between whofe policy and 
that of the United Ififhmen there feems to be 
but this material point of difference, that the 
former obeyed a fingk chief inftead of a junto 
of leaders. In other refpedls the refemblance 
appears fo clofe, (efpecially fince we have feen 
the plan of the United Iriflimen developing it- 
felf into actual praAice,) that the one rnftitution 
might almoft be confidered as a ftudied imita- 
tion of the other. 

The tribe of Affaffins were ^t their height of 
power about the thirteenth century, and are 
much fpokcn of by thofe writers who have given 

the 
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the hiftory of the Crufades. Their Sovereign > 
who refided in the faftneffes of Mount Lebanon, 
and from that circiimftance was generally deno- 
minated the Old Man of the Mountain^ was raifed 
to that dignity by the majority of the votes of his 
fubjedls. ** Being unable," we are told, " to 
*^ defend his nation againft his powerful neigh- 
*' bours by open forces he adopted a more efFec- 
** tual expedient for revenging, if not avertings 
*^ their attacks : he acquired fuch an afcendant 
^' over his fanatical fubjeSs^ that they paid the 
^* mo^ implicit deference to his commands^ efteem- 
^* ed ajfafflnation meritorious^ and believed that 
^^ by his orders the moftfbocking villainies were 
^^ confecratedinto heroic virtues. It was the cuf- 
*^ torn of this Prince, when he imagined himfelf 
^^ 'injured, todifpatchfecretlyfome of hisfubjeih 
** againft the aggrefroj;^^; and no precaution was 
^^ fufficient tofecure them from tbefefubtle andde^ 
^^ termined ruffians^ When feized and put to the 
'^^ fevereft tortures, they triumphed amidft their 
*^ agonies, and rejoiced that they had been def- 
*^ tined by heaven to fufFer in iojtift and meri- 
*' torious a caufe. From them the term ajfajfn 
'* has paffed into moft European languages.*" 

Wc ought, perhaps, to hope that when the 

♦ See Vertot's Knights of Malta, Vol. I. and Hutne's Hif. 
toTy of England, Vol. II. K. Richard I. 

U ^ Vnited 
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Umted Irijbmen adopted fo much of the fpirit of 
this fyftem, they did not deliberately accede to 
all the enormities of its praAice. The Old Man 
of the Mountain, himfelf, only had recourfe to 
thefe when milder expedients were unavailing. 
*^ H6 piqued himfelf," fays Hume, " on never 
** beginning any offence, and had his regular for- 
^' malities in requiring atonement/' It was not 

. until all fuch overtures were rejedlcd, that he if* 
fued hislaft fatal orders. Poffibly the United Irt/b- 
men alfo, at leaft fuch of them as were under the 
influence of ^* prof e/ponal prudence y' might have 
wifhed to effeft their purpofe by lefs defperatc 
methods. They might have flattered themfelves 
that, by the dark and filent progrefs of their 
union, they would at length become completely 
irrefiftible ; and be able, at the moment of ^* ma- 
nifeftation," to rife with the equable force of a 
vaft fpring tide, rather than burft out with the 
violence of a cataraA. But be that as it may, 
the difcipline of the inflritution provided for 
other contingencies ; the enthufiafm it infpired 
was formed, and the event has fhewn it to be 
.fitted for the mofl: horrible extremities ; nor 
could we fuppofe for a moment that men who, 

' in the coolnefs of theoretic reafoning, reckon-, 
ed fo much upon the influence of confufion and 
terrory would fuffer themfelves, in the warmth 

of 
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of pradlice, to be embarrafled by an over fcru- 
pulous humanity. 

I have mentioned but one point of difference 
between the tribe of affaffins and the United Irifb^ 
men ; but there feems to be another, not lefs ne- 
ceflary to be ftated. Amongft the former no to- 
leration was afforded to cunning without cou- 
rage. It was indifpenfible that each of their fo 
ciety lliould be bloody, bold, and refolute. Not 
fo amongfl the United Irijbmen ; in their plan 
there is an exprefsly oppofite provifion. *^ Se- 
crecy," fay they, ^* is expedient," for this amongft 
other reafons, becaufe ^' it will throw a feil over 
*^ thofe individuals whofe profefBonal prudence 
*^ might make them wifh to lie concealed." It 
was not merely the principle of felf-preferva- 
tion which appears to have fuggefted this. 
With that mifchievous inlight into all the 
windings of human depravity, which marks 
their whole plan, they feeqi to have concluded, 
that the fharpefl: and mofl: efticient fubtlety was 
for the mofi: part accompanied by the bafeft pu- 
fiUanimity ; and dark intrigue being their fheet- 
anchor, it was expedient and necejfary to indulge 
cowardice, thatthey might attach ufeful villainy. 
But, at all events, what a temper of mind does the 
fentiment manifeft ? Could the depths of HeU 
fiirniflx any thing more revolting to juftice, ho- 

u z nour. 



( '48 ) 

nour, or humanity, than that men thus delibc* 
ratcly engaging in a confpiracy, pregnant with 
every form of mifery to thoufands of their fellow 
mortals, fliould, at the fame moment, be calculate, 
ing, how, in efFecfting this infernal projedl, they 
ihould fecure themfelves, not againft the gibbet 
or the axe, not againft banifhmehtor imprifon* 
ment, or the leaft of thofe calamities which they 
were preparing for fomany unconfcious viftims^ 
but (hear it, gracious Heaven !) againft any dir 
minution of professional emolument ! 



ESSAY XVII. 



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED, 

♦< All Combinations and jij^ciafions, under whatever plaufible char 
rafter, with the real defign to d\rca^ controul, counUra£i, or a^p 
the regular deFiberation and aftion of the conftituted authorities, 
arc deftruaive of the fmidamental principles of Government ; 
they ferve to organize fa£Uoi>, to^ive it aji artificial and extraor- 
dinary force, to put in the place of the delegated will of the Na- 
tion the wUl-of a party, often ^ finally but artful ^Xidi enterprirun^ 
minority of the Comtminity.** 

Washington's Farewell Addrefs, 

... June I, 1797. 

JLTis not merely from the fpirit which the 
Vmfed Iri/bmm bre^hed at their firft formation, 
flor even from the means they adbpted, ftriking 

ayi4 



( H9 ) 

and conclufive as thefc evidences are, that I infer 
their original Tre^on. By an unaccountable de- . 
relidlion of that very fecrecy which was fo ear- 
fieftly inculcated as a matter of indifpenfibleob- 
fervance, this fame paper has opened to us not 
only the defigriy but the extent ^ of the fcheme, 
and has enabled t|s to judge as fully of the ends 
aimed at, as of the means to be employed. 

We are told, in words which ought to have 

been felt ^t the time, as on alarm-hell to theflum- 

bering vigiljince of the country, that'the *^ gene- ./ 

^^ ral aim of the Society fhould be, to make the 

" light of philanthropy (a ^ale and inejfeSu&l 

f ^ light) converge, and, by converging, kindle 

^^ into ardent, energicy enthufiafiic love for Irc- 

** land; that genuine unadulterated enthufiafm 

^^ which defcends from a luminous head to a 

^^ hurning hearty and hnfels the fpirit of man ta 

^^ exertions greatly good, or unequivocally great. 

^* For this Society is not to xtftfatisfied in draw- 

** ing SPECULATIVE Plans of Reform and Im- 

^^ provement^ buj^to be practically busied 

•** in their accomplijhment. Were the hand of 

^* Loch to hold from Heaven ^ Jcheme of Go- 

^* vernmenty mofl: perfe£lly adapted to the nature 

^" and capabilities of the Irijb Nation^ it would 

*^ drop to the ground a m^rie founding fcroll, 

<« were 



( '50 ) 

*^ were there no other means of giving it eiFcft 
*' than its own intrtnfic excellence. 

*^ This Society," they go on, *^ islikely to be 
^^ a means the moft powerful for the promotion 
" of a great end. What end ? The Rights of 
** Man in Ireland \ the great efi hapfinefs of the 
*^ great eft number in this liland ; the inherent and 
** tndefeajihle claims of every free Nation to rest 
** in this Nation ; the will and the power to be 
** happy, to furfite the commonweal as an indi- 
*^ vi^ial purfues his private welfare, and to 

" STAND IN INSULATED INDEPENDENCE AN 

** iMPERATORiAL People. To gain a know- 
^^ ledge of the real ftate of this heterogene* 
*• ous country ; to form afummary of the na- 
*' TiONAL WILL and pleasure in points moft 
*' inter efting to national happinefs\ and when 
** fuch a fiynmary is formed, to put this doc- 
*' trine as fpecdily as may be into practice, 
** will be the purpofe of this central Society^ or 
'* Lodge, from which ather Lodges in different 
" towns will radiate. ^ 

*' The greatest happiness of the great- 
^* EST NUMBER. On the rock of this pricipJe 
*< let the Society reft ; by thisy let it judge and 
*' determine every political queftion^ and what-^ 
*^ ever is necejfary for this purpofcyht it not be 

*• accounted 
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•* accounted hazardous^ but rather our interefty 
** our ^////y, OUT glory, and out common religion. 
'* The rights of Men are the rights of God, and 
^' to vindicate the one is to maintain the other ; 
^^ we muft be free, to ferve him whofe fervice is 
*^ perfed freedom. 

*/ This is enthufiajm ; it is fo, and who, that 
/^ has a fpark 6f Hibernicifm in his nature, docs 
^^ not feel it kindle into a flame of generous e«* 
^\ tbufiafm? Who, that has a drop of fympathy 
*^ in his heart, when he looks around him, and 
•* fees how HAPPINESS is heaped up in mounds, 
*^ and how misery is dijffiifedsLnd divided amongfl 
*^ tie MILLION, does not eiijclaim, alas ! for the 
^^fuffiring! and oh ! for the power to redrefs 
^^it! And who is there that has enthufiafm 
*^ fufficient to make an exclamation, would not 
*^ combine with others as honeft as himfelf, to 
*^ make the will live in the act, and x.ofwear 
*^ WE will redress it ?*" 

Is 

♦ 'What is the general objea?' fays We'ijhauftf ^ The 

* happine/s of the human race. Is it not diftrcffing to a gene- 

* reus mind, after contemplating what human nature is capa. 

* blfe of, to fee how Jittle we enjoy ? When we look at this 

* goodly world, and fee that every man may be happy, but 
^ that the happinefs of one depends on the condud of another ; 

* when we fee the wicked fo powerful, and the good fo weak ; 
' and that it is in vain to ft rive fiDgly alone, againft the gene- 

'ral 



( 15* ) 

Is this the voice of men feeking coNSTiTt^-* 
TioN AL Reform? Isitnotj on thecontrary,asout-^ 
rageoiis a denunciation as could be conveyed in 
language^ not only againft the Conftitution of 
this country, but againft the order of fociety in 
every country ? What is that decifive exprefSon 
of contempt for all fpeculative plans of Reform^ 
that boaftful rcfolution of being hufted in ac^ 
complijbment, and that emphatic defpair of fuc- 
ceeding in any meafure, however ufeful or fuit- 
able, without fome other means of giving it ef» 
fed belides its own intrinfic excellence? Do not 
thefe declarations alone amount to a determi- 
nate reje<l?lion of every conftitutional idea, and 
as determinate an a4option of the worft revolu- 
tionary expedients ? What are thofe other vcit2Si%} " 
They are none of tlie refources of reafon,[none 
of the natural Weapons of truth ; thefe are all 
roted down and difcarded for ever in that im- 
perious decree an the futility of intrinjic excel- 
lence ; for thefe are nothing but intrinfic excellence 
demonft rated, and urged with zeal and perfe- 

' ral current of vice and oppreffion ; the wi{h naturally arifes 

* in the mind, that it were poffible to form a durable combi* 
^ nation -ojt the moft worthy perfons, who ihould >vork toge- 

• ther in removing the obftacles to human happinefs, become 
« terrible to the wicktd, and give their aid to all the good 

• without diftinf^ion. Would notfuch an afifociation be a blef- 

* fiiig to the world ?* — Robw/en'^ Proofs, P;ige 114, 

verancc* 
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rerance. What, then, are thde means ? They 
ar^ intrigue J cabal ^ conf piracy^ terror, (for there 
is no alternative,) and, of courfe, every thing, 
however dreadful, to which terror relates, and 
without which it would become an unreal 
mockery ,^ more contemptiWk than even intrinfic 
excellence itfelf. 

Anito what end are thefe dark expedients to 
be applied ? We are not left to coUeft this from 
ambiguous hints ; we are told in what might be 
termed the very language of revolutions, that it 
is to break the tie which binds Ireland to the Bri- 
tifh Empire, to eftablilh in this coimtry demo- 
cracy in its boldeft and broadeft form, and to 
new-model property, fo as lo eiFedt the wideft 
pofiible diftribution of it amongft the populace. 
Wiiat but the ^rjl of thefe can we underftandj 
** by the inherent and indefeafihle claims of every 
^^ free Nation^ beihgmade to reft in this Nation i 
•^ and by xhtpawjer to purfuc the common good 
*^ as an individual ^fMf;ies his private welfare f* 
What but the fecond can be meant, by forming 
a ^^ fummary of ^e national imll and pleafure^ 
^ in poLOts moft intcrefting to our happinefs ?'* 
And what but hothxonjointljySnvMiK'xioTSi from 
Great Britain, and a dbmogsatic ^^oybbn- 
MENT, by that remarkable cxpreffion, '^ toftand - 
^* in infulated independence y^Xi imperatorial people?'* 
X Farther; 
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Farther ; what idea but that of a tiew-mddel- 
ling of property, a fyftematic plan of difFufion 
and divifion, can we annex to that propofed ex- 
tenfion of the greateji bappinefi to the greatefi 
number^ which is to be the ruling principle of the 
whole fyftem, and in purfuing which nothing is 
to be deemed bazardouSy but every thing, be it 
what it may, is to become dutyy glory,y intereft^ 
religion ? What poffible meafure, except fome 
fuch equalizing plan could bear even the colour 
of a remedy for the evil complained of^ ^' that 
^* bappinefs is heaped up in mounds, and mifery 
^^ is diffnfed and divided amongft the million?'^ 
Nay, who does not fee, that the very terms of 
the complaint imply not only a promife, but a 
direft intimation of the mode of redrefs ? And 
yet, left the flighteft doubt fhould intervene, they 
fcal it with an oath — ** we will redress it," ^ 

Inftead of infulting the xmderftanding of the 
reader by an attempt to illuftrate what can have 
but one poffible meaning, I Ihall add one extraft 
more ; not fo much with a view to ftrengthen 
the evidence of a revolutionary purpofe, for that 
I take to be impoffible, as to give an additional 
inftance of the deep infidioufnefs with which 
thofe men provided for the diffemination of theii? 
principlels amongft the unthiaking multitude. 



ti^ 



^fTho 



;( ^55 ) 

•* The firft bufincfs' of the Brotherhood," fay 
they^ *^ will be to form a tranfcript or digeft of 
*f the doArine which they mean to fuhfcrih^ to 
** upholdy to propagate 9 and reduce to pra3ice. 
** It is time for Ireland to /(?(>>6 her fortune In the 
^^ face ; not with turbulent oftentation, but with 
^^ fixed refolution to live and die Freemen. Let, 
*^ then, thofe queftions be agitated (and anfwered 
^^ fully 2ind fairly) which have been wilfully con- 
*' cealed from us by inter efied perfons and par* 
*^ ties^ and which appear terrible^ only by being 
*^ i^/>/ in the dark* 

*^ What are the means of procuring fuch a 
*^ Reform in the Conftitution as may fecure to 
** the people their rights moft efFetSJu^y and 
** moflfpeedily? 

** What is the plan of reform moft fuited to 
** this country ? 

"Can the renovation in the Conftitution, 
*^ which we all deem neceflary, be accgmplilhed 
" by the ways of the Conftitution? The evil, 
*^ fays Junius, lies too deep to be cured by any 
*^ remedy lefs X^x?lXifome great convuljion^ which 
*^ may bring back the Conftitution to its original 
*^ principles, or utterly defiroy it. Is this opi- 
^^ nion ftill truer with refpe<5l to this country, 
•^ or is it falfe ?. 

X a '' WhQ 



( i5« ) 

*^ Who are the People f 

♦' Can the right of changing the Consti- 
*' TUT I ON reft any \;frhcre but in the orig'mal con-^ 
^^Ji$utiv$ power y the people ? 

** Can the will of the people be known, 
^' but by full and fair convention^ to be con- 
** ftituted on the plan which Ihall cpme rccom- 
** mended on the moft popular authority ? 

'* Is there any middle ftate between the ex* 
** tremes of Union with Britain and total se- 
^* PARATiON, in which the Rights of the Peopk 
*• can ht fully efiablijbed and reji infeeurityf 

** What is the form of Government that will 
" feeure to w our rights with the leafl expence 
" and the great eft benefit f 

^* By the brotherhood are thefe queftions^ 
*' and fucb as thcfe, to be determined-, on this 
** determmation are fhey to fbrfn tht chart of their 
^* conftitution, which, with honOur and good faith, 
*' they are to fubfcribe, and which is to regulate 
« their cburfe.'* 

It will be feen, at once, that almoft every one 
of tnefe pretended queries is fo put as to inftruft 

the 
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the political catechumen in the anfwer he is to 
return ; that each fubfequent queftion proceeds 
upon the fuppofition that the foregoing one has 
been anfwered agreeably to the wilh of the pro- 
pofer ; and that, of courfe, though queftions in 
appearance, they are, in reality; propolitions, only 
couched in a more inlinuating form. In the 
firft two queftions the word Reform is intro- 
duced; in xhtYityxWx^renovatton^ convulsion, 
DESTRUCTION. Then comes the right of the 
multitude to change tie Confiitutlon by means of 
a Convention formed on the bails of mere popi^ 
lation. Next follows Separation from Great Bri- 
tain as eflential to the full eftabliihment of the 
National Rights ; and, laft of all, the formation 
of Juci a Government as thefe fecret, felf-eledled 
Reprefentatives of the People fhall be pleafed 
to appoint. For, let it be obferved, that after 
having afferted that the fVillof the People can 
only be known hj full and fair Convention^ they 
tell us plainly (as they had in efFecft told us be- 
fore) that they mean to take the leading func«* 
tions of legiflation in the firft inftance upon 
tbemfelves ; that it is by them all the great qucft 
tions are to be decided ; and that, confequently, 
even a Convention is to be nothing but ian ap- 
paratus for giving a popular colouring to their 
dcfpotic determinations. 

The 
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The reader is now in poffeffion of what may 
be fairly confidered as the United Irifhmen's 
awn developement of their original defign. And 
let it be obferved, that it is a developement 
made, not in the ferment of irritated zeal, but 
at the moment when it might be fuppofed their 
paiHons would be calmeft and^tlieir reafon leaft 
xnifled. Otlier limilar defigns have at firft been 
but rudely conceived, and have owed their 
after-maturity to experience, and not feldom to 
accident ; but this Minerva of the United Irifh- 
men feems to have come forth at once from the 
head that gendered it, complete in every limb 
and lineament. The melancholy events which 
have taken place of late imply no advance in 
the tieory ; they are no more than that theory 
reduced in a very trifling degree topradice. By 
comparing hotb^ every man may judge for him- 
felf whether all the enormities which we lament, 
and all that we can dread, were not as much 
contained in the Jirfi idea of this afTociation, 
as a brood of living vipers, that now^hifs and 
fting, were once contained in the bowels of thq 
reptile which produced them. 
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THE SAME SUBJECT CONCLUDED. 



** Towards the prefervation of your Government it is requlfite not only 
that you fteadily difcountenance irregular oppofitions to its acknow^ 
{edged authority, but alfo that you refift, with care, the fpirit of 
innovation upon its principles, however fpecious the pretext : One 
method of aflault may be, to effeft in the form of the conftitutioa 
alterations which will impair the energy of the fyftem, and thus to 
undermine 'cohat cannot be dire£?iy overthrown. In all the changes to 
which you are invited, remember that facility in changes, upon the 
credit of mere hypothefis and pinion, expofes to perpetual change^ 
from the eTidlefs variety of hypothefis and opinion ; and remember* 
efpecially, that, for the efficient management of your common intd- 
reftSy a Government of as much vigour as is confiflent with the 
pcrfeft fccurity of liberty is indifpenfible." 

Washington's Farewell Addrefs* 



June 0, 1797. 

AN the two laft papers I have laid before my 
readers the ftatement given by the founders of 
the Society of United Iriflimen of their inten- 
tions and views ; it only remains to fhew that, 
when their Society was aftually formed, no va- 
riation took place in their principles, nor any 
abatement in the violence of their purpofe. 

It is eafy to prove this by the fame incontef- 
tible evidence of their own declarations. One 

of 
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of their earllelt publications, after they had an- 
nounced tliemfclvc3 as the Society of United 
Injhmen^ was a Circular Letter addrefled to two 
fimilar Societies in the town of Belfaft, and 
ligned by the well-known Tandy as their Secre- 
tary. In this (wherein it is impoffible not to 
perceive the moft ftriking marks of that fame 
pen which has already been alluded to) the 
whole fpirit of their firft Addrefs is condenfed 
into two or three emphatic fentences : " The 
** objeA of this inftitution," fay they, ** is to 
" make a United Society of the laisH Na- 
** TiON — to make all Irijbmen Citizens — all 
" Citizens Irijbmen. It becomes neceflary, by a 
*' union of minds and a knowledge of each other, 
•' to WILL and act as a Nation. To hno^u) 
^* each other is to know ourf elves ^ the weaknefs of 
** one J th^Jirengtb of many. Union, , therefore, 
** is POWER, it is wifdom, it muft be liberty. 
** Our dcfignj therefore, informing this Society, 
** is to ^iv^ an example which, when wellfoU 
^^ lowedj muft COLLECT the public will and 

** CONCENTRATE the PUBLIC FORCE tbc rf^ 

^^ fe3 of which muft be rapid, momentous 
** and conseoubntial/* 

Can any thing under Heaven be more aAo- 
nifbing than that^ after thefe expreffions being 

in 
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irt citculatiOA from th^ mdiith bf jatiuary, 1793, 
there fhould at this day be any necefficy for 
tiling arguments to prove the original Treaf on of 
the United Irijhmen f There is not an Idea here, 
iior a lingle word, which is not pregnant with 
revolutionary horrors. What is that uniok of 
minds y that knowledge of each other, in 'order to 
WILLING and ACTING as a Nation? Can they 
mean afty thing but dark conspiracy,/^ ex- 
tended thxou^th^ populace \ iojecretly, and yet 
fo powerfully, linked and jointed, as that, at 
length, the whole mafs of the lower clajfes may 
be hothready and able to rife as one man ? Is 
not this the literal purport of that example which 
they defign to give ? ** When wellfollowed,^^ 
they tell us, •' it will colle6l the public will, 
" and concentrate the public force/' That 
Is, it will infpire the ignorant, inflammable 
multitude with fuch a frantic rage for Demo- 
cracy, that they will be ready to perpetrate 
whatever Ihall be propofed to them, and, by 
that means, fecure to their Leaders a fort of po- 
litical omnipotence. 

They add that the effeft of this muft be rapid, 
MeMENtous, and coi^'sEaUENl'iAL; evidently 
implying, that if it were to be otherwife it 
would not anfwer their purpofe. Might they 
iit)t juft as well have'fald, that it would be fan- 
Y guinary, 
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gtiinaryy femorfelefsj and incalculahly deftruc^^ 
five ? Did they not know that in fuch a cafe 
the latter epithets would be ftridlly explanatory 
of the former, and that when once their plan 
Ihould commence there would be no fecurity 
againftany mifery which cruelty could infli6l,or 
weaknefs fuffer ? Yes, they knew it well, as well 
from the dictates of common fenfe as from the 
experience of every age and nation. And yet, 
with all this in their view, with bavocky ajfajpna- 
tioriy majfacrcy every horror at which nature Ihud- 
ders, every demon which hell fends forth to de- 
folate life and harrow up the foul, ftanding right 
before them in their path, only waiting the mo- 
ment of " manifeftation," to rufli upon their 
deftined prey, thefe men went on deliberately 
with their defign, have purfued it without re- 
miflion for nearly fix years, and are ai this day 
more defperately bent upon it than ever, though 
France itfelf, after the- fuUeft trial of its ef- 
fects, has already, folemnly and in the hearing 
of all Europe, renounced it, as the deadlieft 
curfe that could befal a country. 

Apd yet thefe are the men .who have been 
cheared and toafted by the Whig Club in Eng- 
land, and pitied and patronized by the Whig 
Club in Ireland ! Thefe are they who have been 
reprefented by the great Oppofition Orator in 

the- 
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the Britifh Parliament as looking for nothing 
but the full enjoyment of the Britifli Conftitu- 
tion,' and as ready to return to tranquility, if 
this reafonable boon were but granted ; and 
thefe are they for whom the Paragon of Irilh 
eloquence has offered up his fervent prayers to 
Heaven, that the fame Providence which con- 
duced another perfecuted tribe through the 
wildernefs may lead thefe viftims of oppreflion 
alfo through the horrors with which they are 
furroundedl 

Are we to fuppofe that thefe good-natured po- 
liticians were caught, in the limplicity of their 
hearts, by that verbal bait of Reform with which 
the United Iriftimen have covered their barbed 
hook of revolutionary Democracy ? Did they 
really not know that their Reform was itfelf but 
Democracy under another name ? That its efleff- 
rial features were univerfal Suffrage, annual 
Elections, and every Man to be capable of be- 
ing elefted ? And were they not well aware that 
fflch a mob-ele<fted and mob-dependent Houfe 
of Commons, as this plan would create, would it- 
felf be the mofl infallible engine that wicked 
policy could devife, for beating down the two 
other branches of the legiflature ? Were they 
ignorant of thefe felf-evident fa6ls, or did they 
wilfully facrifice both their confcience and the 
y 2 fafety 
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fafety of their country, to the defperate poflibi- 
lity of a triumph over their political rivals ? 
On this queftion depends whether we are to de- 
fpife them for their infatuation, or to exccratp. 
them for their profligacy. 

With the Englilh Allies of the United IriA- 
men I have, at prefent, no concern. But that 
the Chiefs of the Oppofition in this kipgdom 
have been finning againft convidlion, that they 
were perfuaded in their hearts of the diredl re- 
yerfe of what they have been fo folemnly aflert- 
ing, we need no other proof than their own forr 
mer declarations. Never were the real views of 
the United Irifhmen more clearly or more ably 
dicveloped, than by that very man who has of 
late taken the lead as their advocate and their 
encomiaft. ^* The friends of Univerfal Suf-^ 
** frage,*' fays he, in his fpeech on Mr. W. B. 
Ponfonby's Bill in the Seffion of 1794, *' re-* 
*^ pudiate the Cpnfl:itution of England, whici?. 
f' the wifdqmQf ages has framed, and introduce 
''^ another fyftem founded, according to thcm^p 
*^ on natural right. In my opinion it is founded 
^ on a violation of th<5 moft obvious of thofe 
*^,right^. ^There is np natural right more unde-^ 
*^ niable than that every man has a right to the 
ff fruits of his own induftry. It is not a viola-r 
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^^ tion of that right that the man who has neither 
'^ induftry nor property Ihould tax him ? 

. ^^ If," he adds, " fuch a principle were ad- 
** mitted, what defcription of people would fufFer 
*^ by it ? The refpe6labk Farmer and the weaU 
^' thy Citizen. The Candidate^ inftead of ap- 
^^ plying to them^ would apply to the labourer 
^* in xhoiJtahJej he would apply to the beggar on 
^^the bridge^ the criminalin the jail, and thcpt^or 
^' in the bofpilal. ' The mob of Eleftors, thus 
^^ raked together, would flioulder the fober Citi-^ 
^^ zen from the huftings, and the ftiout of whif-r 
*^ key would jeturn the Members of the Senate, 
^' and eleft ti,fehnious Reprefentatton. AnnuaJ 
^' Eledlions too! What mifchiefs would they 
^^ not induce ? They would introduce a ftatc of 
^* permanent intoxication, by which all the ufe^ 
^* ful arts and labours of life would be fuper- 
^^ feded. They would, in a word, lead dire<ftly 
^* to the annihilation of Royalty, and the efta- 
^* bliihment of a French. Republic. — If fuch 
^^ were to be the Reform, I would infinitely ra*- 
^' ther fubmit to the prefent abufes ; — and if I 
^^ could think that this bill went in the moji re^ 

^' mote degree to introduce fuch a fyftem, I 

^^ would inftandy abandon it." 

Sf4c|i w?9 Mr. Grattan's language three year^ 

ago, 
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ago, when the dangers he alludes to were compa- 
ratively 'Contemptible, when the party which he 
points at had neither ftrength nor number; and 
now, when the very fame party, by an indefati- 
gable diflemination ofthofe very do6lrines,have 
hicreafed the hazairds which he then viewed 
with horror a thoufand fold ; now, when that So- 
ciety, to whofe infant ^efforts he deemed it his 
duty to oppofe his moft earneil zeal and hismoft 
nervous eloquence, boaft of having a revolu- 
tionary army of an hundred thoufand men all 
ready to die rather than defert their obje<5l, he 
fhrinks from enquiry ; nay more, he fupports 
and approves, and efFefts to coalefce with, the 
very men whom then he rep'robated ! 

And yet this man has talked of confiftency ! 
When, after the Report 9f the Secret Committees 
he could no longer plead reafon, or juftice, or ex- 
pediency, for his ftill diffentingfrom every mea- 
fure of fe verity againft thofe who had decreed a 
general confifcation and the maflacre of thirty 
thoufand, he tried to prop himfelfon theground 
of conliftency. But does he feel it no violation 
of conliftency, to flatter and defend xhok traitors 
to whofe fuppreflion he was once ready (had it 
been proved neceflary) to facrifice even the at- 
tempt at moderate reform ? What is fuch confift* 
ency ? Is it not an improvement on Swift's no- 

tioa 
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tion of confcience, and ftill more the counter* 
part of that piece of human drapery^ which, as 
that author fays, ferves to cover both naftinefs 
and vice, but is eafily flipped down for the ac- 
commodation of either ? 

But this is not all ; the meafures now recom- 
mended by this gentleman and his colleagues 
are, themfelves,a refutation of their moll folemn 
aflertions. Their chief meafure has been a Re^ 
form Bill. Why has this bill been prefented 
now in fo very different a fliape from what it 
bore, when the fame perfons introduced it three 
years ago? Their caufe would have gained 
ftrength with all thinking men, from its being 
feen that, after three years refleftion, they had 
found no room for material alteration. Where- 
as, on the contrary, the radical change of fea- 
tures which it now exhibits muft fuggefl to 
every reflefting perfon this powerful objection, 
that if Oppofition had carried their point three 
years ago, we fliould have been no nearer tran- 
quillity now ; lince, even in their own judge- 
ment, a ftill farther Reform would at this day 
have been neceflary ; and, by parity of reafon, 
if the prefent plan were to be adopted, we 
fliould be equally expofed to the demand for 
.ftill farther alteration, and (from the principle 
of change at the call of the multitude being ad- 
mitted) 
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initted) ftill more liable ta the ncceffity of irtdc-^ 
£nite conceilion. 

It is felf-evident that thefe gentlemen would 
not have fhifted from fo much ftronger to fo 
much weaker groiind without fome irrefiftible 
motive. What, then, could that motive have 
been ? Clearly no other than this, they knew that, 
if they attempted to bring up their old Bill unal- 
tered, the men they thought to conciliate would 
have daflied it back in their teeth. It wasobvi- 
oufly for this reafon that the old plan of en-» 
larging boroughs, by annexing to them a fur- 
rounding diftridl, (which Mr, Grattan then main- 
tained to be the wifeft and the jufteft medium 
between an overbearing ariftocratic power on 
the one hand, and a dangerous democratic in-« 
fluence on the other,) has been given up, and 
this new fcheme of a departmental topography, 
exhibiting as much of the femblance of a popu-* 
lar fuffrage as could exift without the reality, 
fubftituted in its room. But what is the lan- 
guage of this conduft ? Is it not the moft direft 
con tradition of all that they themfelves had 
ftated in their cenfures of the ftrong meafure* 
purfued by Government, and the moft irrefra- 
gable proof of their own convidlion, that the men 
' whom they wifhed to gratify are obftinate de- 
mocrats, to whom no plan of reform would b<i ac- 
ceptable,. 
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tepltabie, but in proportion as it depirted/^fen 
from the fdrms of the ekiftihg Conftitiition ft 

Men whofe fote objedl k pldcp and pqwer^ for 
thbmfelves, let it coft what it§nay to t;h^i|' abi^fe^ 
and injured country^ may ediily enough jecoA^ilq 
their hackneyed and Calldiis $da^4ences( t;9t ^h 
political debauchery. But if we fqflfer ouf ^ye$ 
and propisrties to be the ftalje of their. infeijna\ 
game, we defer ve die dppm w^ich awaits us. yfn 
have but one rational objedl, the fpeedy and per- 
fharient tranquillizing of the country. The An- 
gle interefting queftion to us is, how may this 
be moft certainly ciFedled ? If the United Irifli- 
men could be confidered as defirous merely to 
corredl abufes, but ftill cordially attached to the 
fubfbance of the Coafiitution, it might perhaps 
be rafli to affirm that no conciliatory meafure 
ought to be conceded ; but if, on the contrary, 
they are, notorioufly and avowedly, implacable 
enemies both to the form and fpirit of the Con- 
ftitution, aflbciated for the fdle purpofe of over- 
throwing it, and determined never to relinquifli 
the conteft until that objeft be accompliflied, 
theii what could be mofe fra/)tic than ;o' think 
of appealing therfi by balf-pni^fi^r<^ I And what 
more traiterous than to uifge $Jf]][>jhal£rmeafures 
as nnift incalculably iiicyeafe f hg strength of our 
opponents, arid, at the f^me time, deprive us 
of every means of refiftance ? 

Z * How 
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. Wow ftr tlic Conftitution, which wfc have hi- 
the&o valued as our beftinheritance^ ought to be 
preferved, is a queftion for every man to deter- 
mine in his own bofon>. But if it be indeed an 
objfed, by what m*ans tmder Heaven can it be 
fecAred, except b^ the moft unqualified refift* 
ancfe to th^ wretches who have combined to de- 
ftrcfy it, and the moft unequivocal reprobation of ^ 
their half-hearted, hypocritical, and, if poffible, 

ftill more hateful, auxiliaries? 

- . f • 

ESSAY XIX. 
' ' A R E"P L Y 

TO THAT PART OP 

THE SPEECH 

■ \ 

, SirlD TO BE DELIVERED BY 

' ^ MR. FOX ON MK. GREY*S MOTION FOR REWORK, 

WHICH RESPECTS THE AFFAIRS OF IRELAICD. 

Satis Eloqucntiae, Sapientiae Parum. Sallu^t. 



, -^Harrogate, June 28) 17 97« 

)EING in a remote part of North Britain 
when the fpeeth n^fcribed t6 Mr. Fox, on Mr. 
GnEY'slateMotito for Reform, appeared in the 
public papersj^ I did ncrt^liappen to meet it until 
a^fcw daya ago, when it was put into my hands 

in 
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in the form qf a pamphlet. Accuftomcd as I 
was to that RjghL Hon. Gentleman's ftatements 
refpe<fting the affairs of Ireland, the reprefenta- 
tion given of them here, and the argument de- 
duced from them in proof of the neceffity of an 
immediate Parliamentary Reform in Great Bri- 
tain, excited my aftoniihment. Never, I think, 
was a more confounded and mifchievous fabri- 
cation tlian thje one, or a more defperate faJlapy 
than the oth^r, impofed upQi;i the public^. 

I ihould be forry to attribute the groflhefs of 
the contrivance to the Gentleman in whofe name 
it is given to the world. Inflamed as he may be 
with the rage of party politics, I hope, and truft, 
that that milk of human kindnefs, for which he 
has ever got credit, h not yet fo curdled and 
foured, and turned to venom xyithin him, as that 
he could endeavour, deliberately and of fet pur- 
pofe, to help forward havock and maflacre in one 
country by his countenance, and excite them 
in another by his councils. He muft, unquef- 
tionably, have been deceived himfelf, before he 
could thus become the deceiver and betrayer of 
others. He could only know the fituation of 
Ireland by the report of his friends in that king- 
dom. It is, therefore, not of his own falfehoods, 
but of theirs, falfehoods which, with all their 
callous effrontery, they dared not have fent 

7. % abroad 



aBroad in their own country, that this Gentler 
man is mide, perhaps the tinconfcious, but ftiU 
the dangerotrfly feducftive, circulator through 
another community ; a community incompe-r 
tcht, too generally, for want of accurate infor- 
mation^ to detedl the impofture. 

'As an inhabitant of that lifter kingdom, and 
a not carelefs obftrver of the events which have 
occurred in it, and as a lincerc friend to the 
welfare of the Empire at large, I think it my 
duty to contribute my mite toward guarding the 
public mind againft the efFedls of this malig- 
nant libel. In doing this I Ihall not pretend tq 
fpeak with philofophic coolnefs; my feelings 
would not permit me. Till within thefe very 
few weeks I have been almoft in the midft oi" 

thofe horrors which the fabricators of thefe 

• ' * . ■ ■ . 

falfehpods have laboured to deepen. I have loft 
one invaluable frjend* (and in him the country 
ati ornament and an honour) by that infernal 
plan of cowardly cold-blooded aftaffination 
which thofe wretched politicians hav^ helped tp 
fofter by their indulgence. I have trembled, 
daily and hourly, for the fafety of many other 

dear friends, whofe honeft and adlive steal pat 

'';)•, 
♦ Th^ Rev, J)t. WiUia*Ti Hamilton (author of the Letters 
cf^ the Gtant*{ CatJeijoaji) aiTaffmated in the month of 
April, 1797. 
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jSiem in perpetual jeopardy. I cannot, there- 
fore, but be warm. But I will not be unjuflf; 
I will fpeak of things as they are, nothing eat- 
tenuate; nor, 1 appeal to Heaven, fet down 
^u^ht in mali.ce. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman is made to ftate, 
from the Report of the Secret Committees of 
the Irifh Parliament, that the Seditious Societies 
in that kingdom were fmall in their beginnings, 
but have now increafed to the number of an 
hundred thoufand men. The following quef- 
Ition is then put: " By what means have they 
M fo increafed, ^d who have been the converts 
f' and profelyte§ who have fwcUed their num- 
f^ bers to fo gigantip a lize ?" — To this it is an- 
fwered, f* Obvioufly thie men who had no fucK 
^^ defire, nq fuch feelings, no fuch defign 
?• originally : obvioufly the perfons who had no 
♦^ other objeft in view in all the petitions which 
M they prefented, and in all the applications 
f^ which they made, than Catholic Emancipa- 
f* tion and Reform of Parliament. This is ad- 
f • mitted by the Report.'* I mull here interrupt 
the Orator for one moment to obferve that, in 
this inftancc, he muft: have deceived himfelf. 
The Report certainly admits no fuch thing.' 
It allows, for fuch was the faft, that they />r(?-* 
ffffedno other objeftj but the hollow hypocrify 
• of 
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ef this profefllon was fo felf-evidetit as to itn* 
pofe upon none^ except fuch ^ wilhed to be in 
^rror. 

•* The fpirit of reform," the Speech proceeds, 
*' fpread over the country : they made humble, 
^' e&rneft, and repeated applications to the Cq^Iff 
^' for redrefs, but fiere they found a fixed dc«- 
'^ termination to refift every claim* They made 
^' their application to all the eminent and confi- 
♦^ dcrable chara<fters in the country, who had, on 
^* former occafions, diftinguilhed themfelves in 
•* the popular caufc. But,unfortunately,they were 
*^ fo alaimed by the French revolution, and by 
•* the cry fet up by Minifters, of the danger of 
•* infeAion, that they could not liften to the com- 
*^ plaint. What was the confequence ? Thefc 
'^« bodies of men, who found it in vain to expedt 
^« redrefs from the Government at the Caftle, or 
^* from the Parliaiment, and having no where 
^* elfe to recur to, joined the Societies whom the 
*^ Report accufes of cherifhing the deiire of fe- 
*^ paration from England ; and they imbibed 
** and became pon verts to thpfe notions of 
•^ frantic ambition, which the Report lays to 
** their chai*ge, and which threaten confequences 
*^ fo dreadful and alarming, that no man cam 
f* ^contemplate them without horror ai).d difmay/* 

Had 
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• H^ the difcretion of this Gentleman been buC 
half as great as his volubility^ he would have 
enquired into the grounds of this ftatcment be- 
fore he made himfelf refponlible for its truth ; 
and ftill more, before he drew from it thofe ar- 
guments of alarm, by which he would urge his 
countrymen to rufti headlong down the fteepof 
dark and defperate experiment. But let not the 
People of Great Britain fuffer themfelves to be 
frighted forward by a phantom,^ where they 
ought not to proceed a hair breadth but by the 
light of rcafon, and the guidance of experience. 
I tell them, and every honeft Irifhman, who is 
acquainted with the flate of his own country 
will tell them, that there is not an aflertion in 
this plaulible tale which is not a flagrant vio- 
lation of the moft notorious truth. 

But it involves much more than this. It is 
as grofs a libel upon honeft and refpedlable men 
as ever was circulated. The perfons who firft 
Jftood forward in Ireland as advocates and peti- 
tioners for Reform might have been erroneous 
in their ends, and were, perhaps, ftill more errone- 
ous in their expedients. Their Aflbciationsand 
Conventions, civil as well as military, virtually 
illegal beyond a doubt^ but not then forbidden 
by any expre;fs Statute, too furely led the way, 
and furnifhed a precedent for the more dangerous 

com- 



combinations that have followed. But ftill ttief 
were at ieart attached to the Conftitution, and 
would not intentionally havepurfued its fuppofed 
improvement by hazarding its downfel. They 
were not men made for coalefcing with Cbnf^i- 
racy, or participating in Treafon; and fb' far 
are they from having been profelyled by the 
wretches who call themfelvcs Vmf»J Irybmen^ 
that I doubt much whether the name of on6 in 
a thoufand of thofe original Reformifts wad 
ever entered on the mufter-roUs of the fediticJus* 
They have b*en much more difpofed to di^ofi 
their purfuit for the prefent, even of moderate 
Reform, perfuaded that a hurricane feafon is not 
the time for unroofing an houfe. And many of 
them have gone ftill farther, and from convic- 
tion have given a firm and unqualified fupport 
to the meafures purfued by Government for 
cruftiing infurreftion. 

The abfurdity rifes yet higher, when it \% 
ftated in fuch piteous terms that they who now 
form the great body of the United Irifhmen 
made humble^ earnejl^ and repeated applications to 
Government and to Parliament for redrefs. The 
notorious fa6l is, that at leaft ninety-nine out of 
an hundred of thefe perfons (I am fure I fpeak 
much within bounds) never were concerned, di* 
reftly or indiredtly, in any Petition for Parlia- 
mentary 
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ittetitafy Rrfortil in the courfc of their lives; 
iior did they ever rife from the iliiggiili mafs 
until they were maddened into nuirdcrous adli- 
vity by the circulation of Paine^s Rights of ^4in> 
and the peftilent fuggeftions of their own revo- 
lutionary leaders. Thefe laft knew their bJftt* 
nefs too well to hope for much from thofe who 
had adtually been Petitioners for Reform. Af- 
ter a few fruitlcfs overtures, they fhunned rather 
than fought them* •^ With countenance grim'* 
riiey ** glared on them paffing," and Ikulked 
off to prowl for fitter prey among the dark 
places of fociety. It was to indigence and idle* 
hefs, tawild defire and vulgar cutiofity, to the 
giddy fervour of unthinking boys, and to the 
pride and avarice of fuccefsful Huckftersand 
Foreftallers, that they made their application. 
It was to the views and feelings of thefe that 
they fitted with infernal adroitnefs every cir- 
cumfiance of their fyfiem ; and to the attradlion 
that attended their feduAive lures, in every one 
of thefe inftances, but not to difappointment, or 
defpair of any reafonable objeft in any inftance, 
do they owe the gigantic growth of their exe- 
crable fociety. 

But the cream of the jeft is ferved up when we 
are told, that they who on former occafions had 
didinguilhed themfelves in tht popular caufe, 

A a 
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tvere then fo alarmed by the French Revolution^ 
that they could not liften to the popular com- 
plaint. I fhould be glad to know when this hap ' 
pened. I defy the Right Hon. Gentleman, with 
all the aid he can obtain from his Irifh Inftruc- 
tors, to point out the period to which fuch an 
affertion is applicable. . The United Irifhmen 
did not exift as a fociety until December, 1791. 
I am not pofitively certain that the qu^ftion of 
Parliamentary Reform was, taken up that very 
Seffion ; but it is notorious that it was agitated 
largely and deeply in the next Seffion ; and even 
brought forward once more in the next after that. 
And on that occafion (I think in March^ ^ 794j) 
I well remember to have heard the gentleman » 
who feconded the motion for the Bill being re- 
ceived and read, declare, that he and hi5 friends 
had fo little encouragement from the Public, 
that they only brought the bufinefs on from a 
regard to their ©wn confiftency, ^* For (faid he) 
^' how can we hope to fucceed when we are not 
^/ fupported by a fingle Petition ?" 

The truth was, that not the ufual fupporters 
of Reform within, but rather the original pro- 
moters of it without doors, were fo difcouraged 
by the unufual circumftances of the times, and 
fo embarraffed by the frantic propofitions. of the 
United Irilhmeni who were juft then beginning 
* " • to 
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to fpeak out, that they were not dlXjpofed to take 
any ftep whatever; and as to the United Irifh- 
men themfelves, the Bill having any thing of a 
conftitutionalcomplexion, was fufScient to make 
them defpife it in their hearts. Their opinjoa. 
on this fubjeft wg.s very plainly deelarjed fome 
time after, by their mouth-piece^ Pn Drennan. 
^* That bill (faid he) .was didlated by a penuri- 
ous andftarveling policy: it feemed to.proceed 
from a difcouraged oppofitiofi wishing toobtala 
fomething rather than to fuit a generous Admi-r 
hiftration willing to give all. By attaching the 
oJdeft inheritance of the whole people to certain 
round fpotsof earth, it gavie a, locality to Li- 
berty inco^ififtent with nature, palijiig in, as 
with pieces of packthread, the libjsrality of the 
Conftitution, and circumfcribingj with: brief 
authority, the prin,cipje^5 of eternal juftice,*" 

What, therefore, the Gentleman could mean 
by faying of his friends that at on^. particular 
t\mt xhty could not attend to the, complaint of 
thofe;whO^^/i/io/2^^for Parltamenfary Reform^ I 
Am utterly at a loft toconjedure, unlefs perhaps 
he alluded to that hrief period ofthQix.oyfnabor-' 
five admini/lrationy and intended fome fort of a 
Jame apology for their grofs incoiififtericy. Tien 

• JLetCer to Earl Fitzwilliam. — 1795. 
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it muft indeed be allowed they dropped the 
bufinefs pf P^rliamentsHry Reform quite and 
clean. But Ihall we believe that they did fo 
from any extraordinary alarm which the French 
Revolution juft then gave them, when we know, 
that though the danger was precifely the fame, 
they evidently felt no fuch alarm either before 
or afterward ? Is it poflible for dullnefs itfelf not 
iodifcoverat once, that it arofe fol^ly from 4 
litde official nervoufwjs which th^y contraAed 
Irom the air of the caft)e, bi^t which they in- 
ftantly threw oS whpn th^y returned to a purer 
;itmofphere ? 

But fuppoSng that to be proved (which ne^r 

vcr can be proved) that the refentmeiit of th^r 

partifans of Reform, at being difapppinted \i\ 

their fayourite object, had tended to fwell the 

numbers of the United Iriflimen, ftiU the con^ 

clulion of this Grentleman refpedling the crime 

of the Irifli Government in refilling it would 

not follow ; becaufe it might ftill bp fliewn, that 

on every groujid of reafon and found policy th^^ 

thing in queftjon lyas xmpraAicable. On the 

Gentleman's a^n principles one great end o| 

fuch a confeffioft pught %o be, fopulfirfatisfac^ 

tion^ to gratify the claimants, and attach them 

mqrp ^rmly to the Cqnftitution. Buthowcoul4 

^is pnd be fecurcd mVl U W^s linown wiat 

wpul^ 
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would gratify the claimants? And ^ain, how 
co^d the claimants make this known until they 
had firft mad^ up their own minds on what they 
themfelves would be at ? When the people un» 
(derftand their own wilhes, and when the obvir 
cus reafonablenefs of thofe wiiheshas wrought a 
general and fixed agreement of fentiment, it may 
be politic as well as juil to concede, becaufe it 
may then be hoped that the conceiTion will pro- 
duce fatisfa6iion. But when the agreement of the 
people conlifts in nothing more than their com- 
iQon ufe pf a cant term^ which admits of, and 
actually be^rsj an hundred difierent meanings ; 
i¥hen> at the utmoft, they have merely fettled that 
they are to quit the ground they have hitherto 
occupied, but no two of them are united in their 
(choice of anew fictions when even the fame 
men are never long of the fame opinion^but think 
this the beft of aU poflible plans to-day, and 
j^at the beft of all poffible plans to-morrow ; 
gmidthis unappea&ble anarchy of the mind, this 
^^difcordwithathoufaod various mouths," what, 
}n the name qf heaven, is to be done ? Are they 
who are pharged with that moil awful and moft 
delicate pf all trufts, the fafety of a conununity, 
to rufh forward, and adl at random on the wild 
fuppofition that ^^ thing tb^it can be called »K- 
FORM will charm down th<^ tumult ? Or are they 
maflfHllyi bi« f oojly, to wjthftand the madnefe, 

the 
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€hc Chlum ardor prava juheniiunty znd r^fufe to 
make any change until there be fomething like 
unity of fentiment concerning it, and until the 
char and fteady ftream of conunon fenfe can be 
diftinguiihied from the cafual torrents of preju- 
dice and paffion ? If this be the wifer courfe, 
then may the refufers of Reform in Ireland fet 
thofe who accufe them at defiance* Nay, they 
may fafely engage to acknowledge, not only that 
they have made the people traitors through def- 
pair^ but that they are defperate traitors them^ 
lelves, as foon a^ it fliould be proved that they 
have rejeAed a fingle fpecified demand for Par- 
liamentary Reform, which any honeft looker-on 
•could have pronounced to be fupported by a ge- 
neral and fixed agreement, I will not fay of the 
majority-^ but of the fboufandth part of the com^ 
munity* 

*^ Butj** fays the Gentleman, ^ will any one 
*^ argue, that if Reform had been conceded to 
*^ the eighty or an hundred thoufand moderate 
^^ petitioners, you would have this day to lament 

^^ the union of an hundred thoufand men, bent 
*^ on objedls fo extenfive, fo alarming, fo cala- 
^^ mitous ?" The chimera of the hundred thou- 
fand moderate petitioners has already been dif- 

■pofed of ; to the fpirit of the queftion I hefitate 
aot toanfwer, that the Gentleman's noftrum 

woul4 
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would be no fort of fecurityjagainft the difeafe^r 
On this pointy the cafe of the United States of 
America has morq force than all the declama- 
tion in the world. There^ all the infallible pre- 
ventatives of the Right Hpn, Gentleman[exifi:ed 
in their fuUeft extent. The people had them- 
felves niade the Government, that Government 
relied on the broadeft bafis, and the individual 
was identified with the State as much as was pof- 
lible in the nature of things. Yet there Jaco- 
binifm qftablilhed itfelf in its rankeft form, 
fpread its deadly; infedion widely and rapidly 
through the community, and threatened (and, 
perhaps, ftill threatens,) every calamity that Ire- 
land has apprehended, without a poffibility of 
recurring to equally cfFedlual means of preven- 
tion. , There it was found neceffary (in -a man-, 
ner that Ireland has not yet been reduced to, 
and^ through God's good providence^ never may,). 
to brave the '^ affertors" of the felf-fame prin- 
ciples ^* in the open field.;" and a levy of fif- 
teen thoufand men (made, indeed, with difficulty^ 
from, perfons pf the fame fpirit with the Gentle- 
man's friends in Ireland, having inllilled into 
their minds that, they were called out to cut the 
tliroats of their fcllbvv-citizens, merely in order to 
fupportthe rich creditors of the State,) and. an 
cxpence of a njillion and a half of dollars were, 
deemed but fufficient to reprefs the infurreftion..^ 

' But" 



But what followed ? The venerable WASHtKa- 
TON returned from conducting this armament, 
not to enjoy his own higheft happinefs in the re«* 
ftored order of his country^ but to £ice the fame 
pernicious influence where he was far lefs able 
to combat it. He returned to be braved and in* 
iulted by the French Minifter in his audience^ 
chamber, and to be mortified and humiliated by^ 
the infatuation of his countrymen in th^ Affem- 
bly of the States. From the Congrefs being ^r^- 
afely what this Gendeman would make our Par-- 
Hament ** the faithful organ of the peopleV 
*^ willi' it reflcifted and concentrated, inftead 
gf reprcfling and cooling, their madnefs. Nearly \^ 
one half of the Lower Houfe^ were found to be 
fmitten with the frenzy; and the queftion which 
was to determine whether North America was ta 
keep its place amongflr the Nations, or to be- 
come the minim and the flave of imperious 
France^ was decided on the fide of reafon, ho- 
nour, and intereft, by a fingle vote. It was no 
wonder that the hoary Prefident revolted from 
the hazard of fuch another trial ; that he re- 
figned a Government for which he could no 
longer be refponfible, and withdrew to his n%- 
live fhades to pafs the evening of his illuftriou* 
life, thus difmally beclouded, in weeping over 
the difgraccs of his beloved, but infatuated 
country. 

At- 
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At tke touch of tjhiis fingle faft aU the unfukr 
ftantial pageants of our pohtical Profpero wailc 
jnto thin air; In America there had been np 
unwifej unjufi^ impolitic refufal of Reform tQ 
turn moderate petitioners into defperate infurgenfs^ 
The^already poffeffed much more than perhaps 
even this Gentleman might be willing to con- 
cede, and no deviation from original principles 
could be proved againft the truftees of power* 
Yet the fymptoms of difafFeftion were fiercer 
iand more ,virulent than they have yet been in 
Ireland, notwithftanding all the fiippofed pro- 
vocations. *SThe blaze," fays one of the moft 
fagacious American writers, " did not indeed 
•^ cpmmuhicate itfelf with fuch rapidity as it 
•^ had done in France^ nor did it rage with fo 
*^ much fury when it had caught ; however fuch 
** w^s the indeiitigablenefs of the Democratic 
** Club, that more enmity was excited to the ^^^7 
*' ral Government in the fpace of fix months^ 
*^ than was excited againft the Colonial Govern- 
** ment at the time of the declaration of indepen^ 
*^ dencer But why was the blaze of Jacqbinifm 
lefs rapid and lefs furious than in France f 
" Not/* fays our Author, ^* becaufe ihere was 
**'any want of art or -malice oil the part of the 
* incendiaries;" but* becaufe the matter they 
liad tb work upon was lefs advantageoufly placed* 
It did not, as in moft European Nations, lie in 
B b clofe 
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cldfe contaft ; nor was it equally fitted to cdm- 
municate the flame. The population was thinly 
fcattered ovtt a vaft fpace, and there was little 
idlenefs or mendicancy. If communication had 
been aseafy, indigence as general, and herds of 
vagabonds and ruffians as readily coUedled in 
America as in Ireland, can we hefitate to pro- 
nounce what would have been the event ? If the 
Government (the objeft of all this rancour, 
hotwithftanding its perfeilion,) was but barely 
able to keep its ground, as matters aftually flood, 
what mufl: have been its fate, if the fpeculativc 
traitors in the Clubs arid in the Congrefs could 
have found, in thofe dregs of Society which 
they had not, but which every populous country 
muft havcy hordes of ferocious men, a thirfl: for 
their doftrines, and prompt to execute their 
purpofes? In that cafe, they*would not have 
confined their vengeance to the beheading of a 
roajled Pig^* as the emblematic reprefentativc 

• The fad here referred to is thus ftatcd by the acute and 
well-informed Author of the Hiftorv of American Jacobins. 
** Nor,*' fays he, *' were marks of ferocity wanting: at 21 
" dinner at Philadelphia (at which a /^^« high in «^^^ wai 
'* prefcnt) a roajied pig became the Repreftntative of Loiris 
*^ the i6t\{M and it being ^the Anniverfary of his murder, the 
« jag's head was fevered from his body, and then carried 
** round to each of the convives, who, after placing the Liberty- 
*«« cap upon his own head, pronounced the word Tyrant, and 
*^ gave the poor little animal's head a chop with his Jknife.'* 

of 
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of bim who had helped them to independencci 
the unfortunate Lou i s, but would have wreaked 
it on the living objedls of their more intimate 
malevolence, the virtuous Washingtojc, the 
wife Adams^ and the other aiftive oppofers of 
revolutionary profligacy. 

What may be yet the fate of thofe excellent 
men, and of that vaft Country which they aro. 
endeavouring to fave from itfelf. Heaven only 
knows. It is long fince Adams, the prefent 
Prefident (raifed to that dignity againft the ef-s 
forts of the] Jacobins, by a majority of three 
voices,) gave his opinion, as plainly as prudence 
would admit, that the American Conftitution 
was but a fair-weather bark, and not calculated 
for political ftorms. " The United States," 
fays he, in the preface of his excellent work on 
Republics, *' are large and populous Nations, m 
*^ comparifon of the Grecian Commonwealths* 
•^ or even the Swifs Cantons, and are growing. 
^^ every day mor€ difproportionate, and, there- 
*^ fpre, lefs capable of being held together by 
*^ fimple Grovernments, Countries that increafe 
** fo rapidly as the States of America did, even 
" during fuch an impoverifliing and deftru^live 
** War as the laft, are not to be bound long with 
^^ lilk threads: lions, young or old, will not be 
^ reftr*i*ed by cobwebs." Enough, however, 
B b 9 has 
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has happened thcrfe already, to teach all who 
are fufceptible of inftraftion that to linder- 
take to conciliate JaCobins is to ^* caft pearls 
before fwine." They *' will trample thenii 
** under their feet,'* as the Scripture fays, 
^' and turn again and rtndyou^'* 

^ Bat we not only can tell wjhat this gentleman'^ 
Ipecific oftimeJy concejion would not have efFedl- 
ed ; we can alfo afcettain its pojitive ^efFecfts fron^ 
much ftronger authority than the vilibns of hi^ 
high-raifed fancy. We have been informed on 
this fUbjecft by the United trifhmen therhfelves. 
The well-known Authot of " a Letter to Lor4 
^' FiTZ\*^iLLiAM/* already, mentioned as the 
mouth-piece of that fraternity, very frankly de-r 
Clares, on behalf of h]s bi-ethren, '^ that any 
** kind of reforni^ fincerely put into execution, 
f* would do mUch to pteafey but hot to Satisfy, 
^* the fJeople. :khy reforim," fays he, ^' once 
^^ made^ WoiiM make fevERY reform afterward 
** more e'lfy J when adopVeci, it would tend to 
**-pelfe<ft itfelf. It may walk on as Catholic 
^^ Emdfifcipktion, ftom gradual to total.^^"— • 
Whal i^otal reform means in the vocabulary of 
the tfriited Inlhmcii ne^d hot be explained, 
The Right Ifon. Gehilenian himrelf is ^awafe^ 

f Dipinan's Letter to fiarl JPitzwiffiaaii-* i ^^ jr- * 

-y '' ^ th^t 
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that it threatens confequences which no one can 
contemplate without horror and difmay. 

Of the Weighty truth of DotSor Drei^nan's 
candid acknowledgement, the leading Members 
.of the Ijilh legiflature were juftas well apprized 
(however a few in that Affembly might hare 
contrived to Ihut their eyes) as the United 
Iriflimep themfelves. Reafon told them, that 
if they Ihould once begin to alter the frame-Work 
ibf the Conftitution, merely in obedience to the 
call of Aggregate Meetings and Primary Aflem- 
blies, it woiild be impoffible to reftrain the w^n^ 
lonnefs pf fpeculation : that every conceffiori 
would beget new demands, and furnifh a prece^ 
jdeht for their being complied with; and that at 
each ftep the claimants muft grow Wronger, and 
they themfelves become itill lefs capable of re-. 
Jiftance, They i;new alfo, from their own expe- 
rience, that however proper it might be to adopt 
pew meafures on the ground of unqueftionable 
utility, it was idle td expeft much even from thefe, 
in the way of popular gratification. They them- 
felves had done more of this kind than perhaps 
any cotemporary Gorernmint ppon earth. 
They had raifed the Irijb Catholics from the 
wretchednefs to which the fevcr}ty of the penal 
(jode had reduced them, to every thing but do-- 
fnihion. They had relieved the loweft clafles 

from 
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from the only dircfl; tax that they fufFcred^ the 
Hearth Duty. They had complied with popular 
wilhes of a more elevated kind, by adopting va- 
rious laws, tending to affimilate more perfeftly 
the Irl/b to the Britt/b Conflitution. They were 
even making arrangements in the Eleilim Lawsy 
which implied a degree of fubftantial Tarlia-- 
mentary Reform already, and which, by being 
gradually extended, (as no one could doubt but 
they would be, if frantic turbulence would but 
Jeave fcope for the free exercife of reafon,) 
would efFe<5l by fafe> but fure, degrees, every 
thing that the true interefts of the country 
(Could require. And yet, after all, they have 
feen the populace more agitated and reftlefs 
than ever ; the ignorant vulgar panting for 
they know not what ; their infidious feducers 
burning for Revolutionary Power ; and human 
wolves and tigers already burfting, in horrid 
herds, through the fences of the community, 
to gorge themfelves with the blood of the inno- 
cent and the fpoils of the induftrious. And 
ought they, then, in the frantic hope of ap- 
pealing thefe injplapable beafts, to have weak- 
ened thofe fences ftill more, or, perhaps, broken 
them down entirely ? Qiigjit they to have con- 
ceded that whici^ )iie claioiftRts themfelves ac- 
jtnowlpdged tljey pjijy ftikpd for hoftile purpofes, 

merely 
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merely to difarm the Grovernment and to arm 
themfelves ? The Right Hon. Gentleman afferts 
they ought y and imputes their doing otherwife to 
* * fliort-fighted pride and obftinacy ." — * * In their 
*^ Ihort-lighted pride and obftinacy," fays he, 
*^ they turned a deaf ear to the fupplicant, and 
*^ they have now, perhaps, in the open field to 
*' brave the affertor." 

To ihdX Jbort-Jighted pride and ohjiinacy^ as 
this Gentleman, with perhaps far Jborter-Jigbted 
pride, and much more invincible obfiinacy, is 
pleafed to mifcal it, it is to be afcribed that wc 
have at this moment lefsand lefs reafon to appre- 
hend the accomplifliment of his gloomy pre- 
di<Sl:ions. It was this fteady refiftance to crude 
and incongruous theory, which has kept the 
political pow«r of the State unmutilated and vi- 
gorous, and by that means fecurcd a refource 
for property and life, when the energy of the 
law was cramped by that chilling dread which 
made the coward perjure himfelf, arid drove 
even the honeft man from the Jury-box. Had 
they been lefs " proud" and lefs '^ obftinate^^^ 
we never fliould have witncfled thofe falutary 
exertions which have already obliged the 
combined traitors in the province of Ulfter 
to deliver up thofe hidden ftores of weapons 
which they had provided agaiofl: the day of 
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ilaughter, and themfelves to come in, in crov^ds^ 
to lay hold on the proiFered mercy,* The? 
oppolition made to fuch meafures, if any fuch 
meafures could have been propofed at all^ 
jwould not have been that filly contemptible 
difplay of malice mingled with weaknefs which 
we have lately witneffed, and which ferved 
only to remind us of the viper and the jHe* 
They would have been fcouted at once by a 
mob-dependent majority. The Executive Go- 
vernnient, unnerved by an overbearing Fac- 
tion, would have been, not as now, the awci 
and dread, but the fcorn and deriiion, o£ 
high-crefted Jacobinifm. Sure enough ther6 
might have been no room for *^ braving its 
** aflertors in the open field." They would Jiave 
obtained an eafier and aipeedier triumph by 
a Parliament formed to their wifli or .pliant 
to their wilL. What the caft and charatfter 
oi fuch a Parliament would have been, we 
may calculate by the few who even now 
dare to pollute the Irifh Senate by rank ef* 
fufions of fedition. What its moil moderates 
meafures would have been, wemayalfo infer 
from that late proof of vile fuccumbency to 
even the vulgarities of Democracy, their ^^«^ 

. • See the laft Report of the Secret Committee of tlie Houfe 
%& Commons. — Pages lo and 1 1.— -Iriih Edition.' 
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modelled Reform Bill; an inftance of depaf- 
ture from their own former principles and 
profeifions^ at once fo abfurd^ fo mean^ and 
fo hjrpocritical, that the mover of fuch a 
Bill, in order to be in charafter with his 
work, ought previonlly to have been unpow^ 
dered and crop^ and liave named himfelf 
EgaliiS. 
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THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE, 



At has no doubt been frequently obfcrvcd, that 
in the various publications by which the vo- 
taries of Democracy, whether in France, Great 
Britain, or Ireland, have laboured tofpread their 
principles, and promote their fchemes, there is 
no one expreffion which occurs fo frequently as 
'' the Public Will," or, '' The Will of the Peor 
^^ pie.*' Of tbisy we are fometimes told, that law 
is, or ought to be, the expreffion ; of this, it has 
been (aid that the ]Legiflature ihould be the or- 
gan; and in this country in particular, in order 
to convinces us at once that Parliamentary Re- 
form is indifpenfible, we have been aiTured that 
the Houfe of Commons in its prefent ftate '^ is 
*^ not calculated to exprefs our deliberate will 
♦^ on any fubjecft of import^ijce." 

That fo many different perfons fliould agree in 
ufing the fame words, without attaching to therii 

a deter- 
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a determinate meaning, is incredible ; nor can 
it be fuppofed that they ihould* repeat the cx- 
preffion fo very frequently as they have done, 
unlefs the fenfe, which it conveyed, was deemed 
to be of confequence ; we may, therefore, fairly 
conclude that this term ** the Will of the 
People,'* expreffes a notion which thbfe gen- 
tlemen have well weighed and confidered, and 
that it conflitutes a fort o£ £oundatioa«fcane in 
their fyftem. 

What t^Iie friends of Dernocracy in thisconn- 
try-^'mcan by ** the People," they have left us 
iat nolofs to determine; we'knovs^, from their re- 
peated declarations, that by this term they in- 
tend the whole aggregate of mdlesti^ho have at- 
tained the age of tvvcnty-onei year^, vagabond^, 
and infane'perfons excepted, 'Notv as thhde * 
finition is too plain to admit illafltation, all 
that remains for us to enquire iS,' what we 
are to underftand by the will of this nuinefoa^ 
body- i . .. i. ?. ; 

And here we can fcafcely miftake, becaufe, 
if we take for our guide ?he ufc of ^o#Ak in 
common fpeech, ti^hich^ iri t'his inftance/ ps^xti- 
cularly, is alone compctttit to direift . Ht^ xvd 
caji only.underftand this term in one poffible 
i*enfe, viz.* *^ The good ^leafdi*e,' or oprronal 
'•<•'■•'-• ; de-' 
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*^ .determination of the People." And as in our 
common conduft we' never think of exercifing 
our wUly except in thofe cafes where we are at li- 
berty^to aft as we thinic proper, it follows that, in 
order^to make ferife of theexpreffion in'queftion, 
it mil^ be fuppofed to imply that the great body 
of the people have an' inherent right to aft in 
ail pcniti.cal matters as they ^leafe^ without re- 
ftriftionor lifnltatiori!' '* 

Having thus fixed the meaning of the term, 
let us calmly enquire into its propriety. And 
here we cannot avoid obferving, that perfons in 
their reafon very feldo.m talk about their wilL A 
man.of" common fenfe, or of common politenefs, 
nnds himfelf fo bound on every iide, by the num-^ 
berlefs 9laims and engagements, the greater and' 
the leffer duties oF focial life, that fcarcely in' 
a finjgle cafe does he profefs to aft merely as he 
pleafe^s. If, in any indifferent manner, he aftu- 
ally li^es this prerogative, his underflranding or 
his mpdefty, makes him cautious in ah avowal 
whicH might be mpre likely to evince theobfti* 
nacy tH^ the dignity of his nature, * - 

But, in matters of a moral nature, where the 
principles of truth or juftice arc in queftion, to 
talk otwlU would be confidered as involving art 
abfurdity tob^grofs to be tolerated. If, for in- 
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ftancc,ajudgeon the bench ftiould fay, ^' it 15 my 
** will that fuch a fentence lliould be executed;" 
if a jury fliould pronounce it their will, that 
this or tha,t perfon fliould be deemed guilty ; if 
even an arbitrator between two difputants flipuld 
declare it. his will that the matter in di(putc 
fhould be thus or thus determined, would not 
every perfon who heard it be fhocked at thegrie- 
voufnefs of the nonfenfe, and refolve it into ab- 
folute infanity ? And, )^et, if we confider for a 
moment, we muft be fenfible, that the rule holds 
equally good in every cafe where God or our 
neighbour has claims upon us, and that, cbnfe- 
quently, it is equal madnefs to think or fpeakof 
ufing our will^ in any matter where we are bound 
by the laws of nature or of fociety to aft in 
order to a certain end, and to adhere to certain 
determinate rules of conduft. 

r 

NoWj whatever force thefe obfervations may 
Lave refpc6ting individuals, they have infinitely 
greater force with regard to fociety at largc^ 
For it muft be granted that, an individus-Vmay 
fometime^ ufe his willy tKat is, he may in Tome 
cafes adl as he pleafes. For inftance, he m'ay^e^ 
nerally choofe the colour or the falhion of,hi$ 
coat ; or he n^ay, for the moft part,~ determine 
whether he will wear his own hair or a periil^ij r> 
or^ if heroes not live, in the fiafliionable ijojr^d'i^ < 
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he ma}' fix the hour of his meals, or of his rifing 
up and lying down ; becaufe thefe and fuch like 
matters are completely indifferent, they termi- 
nate in a man's felf, and are followed by no con- 
fequenccs. But in matter's which concern fociety 
nothing is indifferent. Every movement has 
its effedls ; every fVep, more or lefs, affe<9ks hu- 
man happinefs. Here, therefore, there is no 
room, no imaginable pretence, for talking about 
will, becaufe, in no poffible cafe, are we left to 
aft aswepleafe. In every inflance we ate bound 
by the mofl folemn and irreverfible obligations 
that the laws oi our nature can lay upon us, to 
purfue one <ieterminate tnA^ the public good^ and, 
in doing fo, to adhere as uniformly to the guid- 
ance of reafon, of judgement, and of confcience, 
as any arbitrator, juror, or judge in the world. 

To place this matter, if poffible, in a ftill 
ftronger light, let it be confidered, that the ail- 
ing part of political fociety never acft merely 
for themfelves. In all communities, even thofe 
of the moft popular form, there muft be a very 
iiumcrous portion, who, either from age, or fex, 
are incapable of taking any Ihare in the manage- 
ment of the ftate^ although they are as really 
intercfted in its concerns, as its moil efficient 
members. Of thefe, therefore, the afting 
members of the community ^re the guardians 
D d or 
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community to the wiJl of one or of a few per- 
fdns isavery wretched degradation, yet, in this 
cafe, the evil, though fevere, is feldom defperate, 
Reftraints are felt by the government, though 
they m^y not be acknowledged. The political 
power is, in fome degree, checked and counter- 
baUllced by the phylical force of the people ; 
and, in ordet to fecure the permanency of the 
jjpwer and the tranquillity of the people, fome re- 
gard muft b^ had to the laws of Juftice, Huma- 
nity,, and De.corum. Thefe, therefore, as well 
as other circymftances, which it would be eafy 
to adduce, have, at; leaft, a palliative operation ; 
and we find, Accordingly, that, at this day, no 
Monarchy npr Aristocracy iri Europe, furnifhes 
an example of pure, unmixed, praAical def- 
potifrh. . But when the multitude in any coun- 
try is unfortunate enough to poflefs itfelf of the 
fovereign power, when the people, inftead qf 
deftroying defpotifm, a<ftuallv afluine the place 
of the defpot, and in lieU of his will fubftitute 
their own, there arbitrary government appears 
in its jmoft finiffied form ; there it admits of no 
correAion,. np palliation; its power. is as un- 
limited as the will on which it depends abfplute , 
it is phyficaUy, as. well as politically, fupreme ; 
and, not being under any neceflity of attending 
W tftofe principles whicij arc binding upon in- 
^ dividual 
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4ividual man, it exercifes almoft <he omnipo- 
tence of a God, 

Let us, for a moment, piAure to ourfelvcs 
the ftate of things which in fuch circumftances 
muft neceflarily take place. Let us fuppofe the 
People, the mixt multitude, fet completely free 
from every reftraint which had been impofed 
upon them by the habits and cuftoms of regu- 
lar fociety, the gradations of rank, the inftitu- 
tions of civil polity, and the authority of go- 
vernment, and in a 'fituation not only to pro- 
nounce their will, but, when pronounced, to en- 
force it. Let us fuppofe them to be fully pof- 
feffed of the opinion that the Sovereignty is in 
*' themf elves ^ and that their will is thejwpreme law ; 
and, laftly, let us fuppofe them to know and feel 
their own ftrength, and to : be fatisfied that 
whatever they may determine upon nmji infal- 
lihly hefuhmitted to ; (for the Sovereignty of the 
public will implies all thefe particulars, or it 
means nothing at all :) and then let us fee whe- 
ther we can form an idea of a ftate of fociety,. in 
which the Situation of individuals could be more 
hazardous, in whicji there would be lefs fecu- 
rity for Property, for Liberty, or for Life,, in 
which freedom of fpeech would be more com- 
pletely annihilated, in whicli meek virtue and 

modeft 
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modclt wortli would be more helplcfsly cxpofed 
to the infults and injuries of favage ferocity 
and brutal violence ; in a word, in which there 
would be a more calamitous conjunftion of un- 
c©ntroulable defpotifm and frantic aiiarchy. 

In this Empire of the Public Will let us ima- 
gine a cafe not only probable but inevitable. A 
difference of opinion to arife on fome fubjeft of 
importance. We need not alk with whom the 
power of pronouncing the will of the people 
w6uld refide; we know it would of neceffity be- 
long to the numericul majority. But it may con- 
cern us to enquire what. might be the lituation 
of the minority on fuch an occafion? Would 
their opponents certainly confine themfelves to 
the mere weapons of reafon and argument ? In 
cafe the unfuccefsful few fhould be betrayed into 
any of thofe afperkies of language, thofe 'figures 
of enraged rhetori'ck, in w^hich difappointed,op- 
pofition is prone-to vent itfelf, would the many^ 
triumphant in their fuccefs, and taught by thq 
firfl principles of Iheir fyftemto command xdXhtv 
than to reafon^ be, notwithftanding, patient and 
liberal, and refrain from ufing the force of which 
they would be pofTefled ? If in any inftance 
they Ihould fo far rife above the common in- 
firmities of human nature, it would be, at moflr, 
a precarious forbearance, to be admired rather 

than 



than relied upon. But if, as might much 
more naturally be expedled, they fhould yield 
to thofe paffions, to which majorities are no 
lefs liable than . minorities, dnd on which in 
their cafe there could be no poffible controul ; 
if in the infolence of elation, they fhould be 
led to confider the vanquifhed party as rebels 
againft their Willj and traitors to their So^ 
verelgnty^ and if, in confequence, they fhould 
fend them by hundreds to prifon, or by 
fcores to the gibbet or the guillotine ; tq what 
quarter under Heaven could the deplorable vic- 
tims betake themfelves ; to what tribunal ap- 
peal ; to what umpire commit their caufe ? 
Could they hope to move the Public Will by 
expoftulation, or to foften it by intreaty ? Alas ! 
Mercy is no attribute of an impaffioned multi- 
tude. The Majefty of the People is too much 
deafened by its own noife, to hear the flill 
voice of perfonal anguifh. What then remains ? 
Merely to fubmit, to imitate the Canadian fa^ 
vage, who caught in the vortex of Niagara, 
and knowing that it is in vain to flruggle, lies 
down in his canoe, and refigns himfelf without 
an effort to the headlong violence of the cataraft. 

To evince the juflnefs of this melancholy 
ftatement, we need not unrol the volume of 
hiflory. The principle itfelf, as well as the 

com- 
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compleat exemplification of it, feems to haVtf 
been referved for our own times, and if we rufii 
into the gulph, it muft be with our eyes open. 
Far to what fource can we trace the matchlefs 
miferies of that ivretched country, which is, at 
this day, both thcdeteftation and the dread of all 
the thinking part of Europe, but to the preva- 
lence of that execrable cloftrine, the sove- 
reignty OP THE PUBLIC WILL? ThlS t\it\t 

falfe philofophers had ftrenuoufly inculcated, 
and this their fpeculative politicians had Hill 
more unfortunately recognized and adopted. 
And when once this maddening principle was 
fent abroad amongft the people, it was in vain 
afterwards to fay, ** it Ihall operate in this or 
*^ that particular mode.*' When the will of the 
people was acknowledged to be fovereign, it 
was nugatory in the extreme to tell them, you 
Aall not aft by yourfelves, but by your repre- 
fentatives. Who was competent to tell them 
this ? The moft ignorant fool in the community 
muft have detedled the grofsnefs of the incon- 
liftency, and have felt.that if the Public Will 
was fovereign, no derived power could prefcribe 
to it a mode of operation. He muft at once 
have been fenfible, that if law was nothing but 
the expreffion of that will, and magiftracy no-* 
thing but its agent, the one muft be revocable, 
and the other difmiffible at pleaftirc ; and that 

con* 
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eOAfe4uehtly obfervance of the dije arid obedU ^ 
CQce to the othqr, muft be completely oj^tional 
both wit}> reTpedt to degree and contiilU2^ace« 
So piuch, I fay, every illiterate favage wa§ cojn- 
petent to underftand, and propipt to pra<Siice» 
Put the metaphyseal niceties of general,and in- 
dividual will, of the whole community and its 
parts, thofe cobweb threads, by which th<^ 
giant, after being turned loofe, was to b^ 
bpund to his good behaviour, thefe were objecft^ 
too minute for the optics of the populace to 
perceive. Thefe, therefore, were fent back to 
the legiilatdrs, as raw materials for that bauble 
of a conftitution, the elaborate work of years,* 
and the pkything of days, admired, as children 
to their toys, for a moment, and then torn to 
pieces. Here, therefore, in the inebriating 
fsrce of this ardent fpirit of falfe philofophy, 
we fiijid the Caufe, the adequate, the neceifi- 
tatii^g caufe of every thing that foHowed. Of 
^he fpliEtmn adoption and giddy violation of en- 
gagement after engagement, and oath after 
djkih. Of the rapid fucceffion of fa<ftion to 
fa^ion, each in its turn beginning its careet 
iH; (the plenitude of popular confidence, and 
mrmin^mg it in thejmurky dungeon, or on the 

.♦ The G)mmitte9 ojF Cqiifti^utioh was ajjgointcd, July C3 
tjSqy and the Conftitudoa was accepted by the King, Sep-^ 
leaiS)er i4th| 1791* 
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chfanguincd fcafFold. Of the domirieefihg ifl-* 
folence of the galleries, and the vile and vi- 
cious fubmifiion of the fenate. Of the more 
than Turkilh defpotifm of the reigning de- 
magogu6s, and the more than Cannibal cruelty 
of the infurgent multitude. Ot the fportive 
cJarnag^, the cold deliberate maflacre, the mock 
trial, and the accumulated execution. In a 
word, of that feries o^f unparalleled enormities 
at which a Nerd or a Domitian might have 
Ihuddered, and which late pofterity will be apt 
to cbnfider, not as hiftorie fa6ls, but as the me- 
lancholy fidtions of a dark and difiurbed fancy. 

And will any man, in his reafon^ pretend M 
tffert that the populace of whatever country, if 
taught the fame leflbn^ and poflefled of the fame 
power, would not purfue the fame, or nearly the 
fsuncj condiift ? The populace of all countries i^ 
pretty nearly of that defcription which we com- 
monly call ibe Mok And to fuppofe that art 
Irifli Mob wofuld •^ bear its faculties more 
meek,*' or be one whit purer *^ in its great of- 
fice" than a French mob, isariaflumptionwhicfc 
neither reafon nor* experience will warrant. Bilt 
in truth, whether it would or would not, mtift 
reft entirely with its own majeftic felf. It 
would be utterly impoffible^tp draw any certain 
line between its adlual fovereignty.andthe moil 
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extreme exercife of it. For .as no eardily power 
could prefume to qontroul the fupremacy ojf its 
will, fo no finite wifdom could pretend to afcer* 
tain the particular line of condudl if might h. 
pkafij to purfue. Conjecture, refpe(5iing athc 
future, would be almoft aa idle ^s co^t^plaint 
concerping the prefent, or animadyfer^on ;uppA 
the paft. And if any rule of jcondu{<9t approach- 
ing to certainty could be. thought of, wjjereirre-- 
fiftible power would be dirrded by capricious 
verfatility, it would be this and tl^is only, ti^at 
knowledge, wifdom, induiiry,, and virtue^ wp^d* 
on all occalions, be out-i;iumbpred, infulted, ^d 
trampled on by ignorance, folly, idlenefs^ ^nil. 
profligacy. 

To what has been faid, I can think but of one 
plaufible objeAion, viz. that when thofe gende - 
men Ipeak of the Public Will, they do not mean 
mere authoritative Willy but Willdire^ed ^ rea>- 
Jon, I apprehend this is pretty much the fame, 
as if they fhould fay, that wheii they.fpeak of 
willy th^y do not mean will but reafon. To 
this, therefore, I fliould make but a very fhort 
reply. If they rne;;^ r^/o«, why ^do they not 
fey fo ? ReafoT^ ip |.s reafj^ a term, as inf^lijgibl^ 
a term, and an ai^nitely lefs dapgerous term 
than willy which, after all, muft imply the op'\ 
thnal irrefpcm/ible. determination of Xl^^^J^f^Y ^^ 
5 e j& whom 
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Whotn it ii tftribcd, 6r it involves a palpable 
ftbfdrdity. ' Biit, in troth, when we confidfcr th* 
nattire and charaftcr of the party to whbtn, iti 
this inftaince, it is attributed, we muft concltido 
that it cannot mean reafm. Who would cither 
tiiink or llpesUc of thie reafon of the numerical 
fhultitudcj the aggregate of malc^ of twenty4 
one 'years and upwards; or even of the reafon of 
the •/majority of tHi^ mafi ? Thefe gentlemen 
ire ccrtaihly too Wife n6t to know that v^ 
nix^tude cannot tea/(k. The comparing one 
^rdpofition with another, weighing their re- 
Jpeftive prctenfiotis tb truth ahd ri^bt, and 
OTawitog cdrfclufidtts, '?s much too Aiinute a 
work for fo vaft a body, Befides the certain 
incapacity of the greater part, the pumber 
hfelf is am infuperaWe hinrdtance. If ten 
thoufand iSohks Wert c611e<acfd, their wifxfom 
tVouid be iiio^eVdtiVfe; it wbvfld be bft ib the 
ch'kos of diftbndnt- opinions, or the coilifibn of 
jitrring paSfedns, ' jfieii/h/i, ^ferefore, in this 
cife, it riiuft be kcfcndwled^^eid,' would have 
been the ta'6ft%^ropet term that could hWe 
been thoiight 'of; and, "we miift add, thaft tvill 
is, on thfe t contrary, the mfB aplpofite ierm 
fmagin^le; becaufe Mat 'i£ Inultitude ^^rahts 
?n reajhri; W;±dmiTAJf polliyfl&s in «tR It 
may not t'e'^ifcle ?6 itrgue, hxrt it is' well ^rl 
fully able tb '"kjrtm^nd; anditmuft be owned 
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tfcat^ in the crifis of a RcvdutiGh, one wotA 
of cornmand from the fovfcrttgh pe<>plfe would 
iiave more tncrgy than ten thouftod relifons 
from a thoiifand Phildfoj^he^s. 

- Aiid might it hot be fufpefted that thi« 
febvious efficacy of the public wiJl is onfe 
reafon, at Igaft, why thofe gentfemeh hdvfe 
|)rcferrtd the term? Th^y Want to atchievt 
great things ; they Ifeve a mafly ftriifture to de»- 
tnoKfb^ and will, of courfej have ponderous ruthlB 
to remote . or ' blow up. For thefe ' vaft jp^N 
|)dfe5, th6 flbw cautious operatidrt 6('f*eifoh 
Woidd be obviouliy unfit: It would be aptet 
to '^mb^ttrafs iand' retard, than ^mote oir 
facilitate. But the fiat of ^ the tfiiifiStude 'would 
operate with as much expedftioh' as tfie'i^- 
prefio of a ccKijuror. It Vould ferve as i 
fort of political gunpowdeif, iahd be as ufeful tft 
bur projectors as tiie nitrbiis grain was to Sit 
Chriftophet Wren, when preparing the ground 
for St, Paul's cathedral. At one burft it would 
be fufficient to rend in pieces the beft ce- 
taented work of ages, und fcattet the component 
parts into diftant lands, ft might, indeed, be left 
applicable to the biifinefs of railing a new ftruc- 
turei but this is aretaote, if not an unneceffary, 
confideration, and evidently makes no efTential 
part of the prefent phn. For it muft be obvi- 
ous to evcSry perfon, that if the public will were 

once 
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ence fairly eftablifbed^ it would effedually fu* 
perfede the labour of conftitution-tnaking. The 
£mplicity of this principle.would need no ftand- 
ard to diredl its moven^ents, and the fupremacy 
of it would admit none. Conjtifutionsj there- 
fore, would be completely nugatory, merefyftems 
of refolves, refcindible ad libitum^ and affording 
no fort of fecurity to individuals againft the fo* 
vereign power, nor to the minority againft the 
jnaprity. . " The will of the people," as Rouf- 
feau obferyes, with more than his ufual con- 
iiftency^ *f expreflcd by a m^ority of votes, 
.*^ which can enforce obedience to the fovereign 
^^ power, cannot bind the fovereign power to 
■^\ itfelf-— and there can be pq fundamental obli^ 
**gatory 1^ eftablifhed for -jher body of the 
*^ people, not ^ven the ibcial contradl.***-^ 
Conilitutioiis, of xro^rfe, however ingcniouily 
po^iftru<ftedj^cou^,9nly ferv€ the purpofips of 
printers and paftry cooks, firfl: employing the 
prefles of the former, and then furnilhing waft$ 
papcjr for the Jatter. ... 

But there may be another, and perhaps not a 
lefs powerful, motive to the ufe ef the terpi in 
queftion. To every perfqn who has readi the 
publications of the United Irifhtnen it muft be 

• Social Contraft. Dublin Edit* I79i« Book i Chap, 7, 
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apparent, that, be their intent wicked 6t chari- 
table, they are always labouring ^s;^/ captandum 
vulgus. They make their appeal, uniformly, 
to the great mafs of the people; they adapt 
their arguments to the views and feelings of the 
loweft clafs ; and they even entreat the indivi- 
duals of that clafs to hang up their plan of re« 
form (as they are pleafed to call it) in their refpec* 
tivecottages. All, itisevident,torouzethisnume- 
Tous body to make ufe of its natural energies, in 
order to extort from the monopolizing few (i. e. 
from thofe who have been more induftrious, more 
prudent, or more fortunate,) a due proportion o£ 
power and property. Now, on this ftimulative 
plan it muft be acknowledged, that the public 
/•^^» 7 would. be the moft unfit term, and that 
the putUc will is the propereft term which the 
copioufhefs of language could furnifh. Talk 
to a day-labourer of public reafon. If he un- 
derftood you at all, he would form an idea of a 
principle fa cold in its nature, and fo flow in its 
operation, as to give him no profpedt of that 
n^ar and feniible advantage, wjiich aloile is ader 
quate to rouze thofe minds to aiSlion, whofe 
views extend little beyond. the prefent hour^ 
On the other hand, talk to him oi the public wilh 
he will think immediately of fpmething which is 
as rapid as it is irrefiftible, which is fully equal 
at once to melt down " thehappinefs which is'* 
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now ^^ heaped up in mounds and to diifufe it 
•' among the million.*" Again, the cottages:, 
ignorant and illiterate a& he is, would be apt to 
perceive, that if the rea/on of the people were to 
be the ftandard of law and government, the fiate 
of things would be nearly as diftant from that 
beloved ^^r/^/AVy which he has been taught to 
cxpeft, as it is at prefentj becaufe even he 
muftbe fenlible that intelletSlual ability isalmofl: 
as unequally dill'ributed as wealth kfelf ; that 
thofe who poflefs in any degree, are alraoft as 
limited in number as thofe who at prefent go-i 
vern the Aate ; and that, confequerktly, he and his 
brethren of the multitude would be as com-- 
pletely diftanced in the political race, a^ they 
are at thid-day. On this plan, therefore, tjbe 
jfioneft man could hardljr ibe induced to t^wn 
kimielf he knows not livhy, and to giiin tw 
knows not what. Bat fpeak to th« fameperfoit 
of the pu^Uc w///, he finds every thiug in tha« 
idea which Ws heart can defire ; he feci* that kt 
wfU ther^ is.eomp4ete equality i for 4ie is corafci-* 
ous€hat he coidd be as obftinate in his deftrmi^ 
nations y and «' imperious in his etmmandsy og 
the wifeft mftn -in the commiinrty. He, ef 
courfe, t^fces !fipe 2lt <he thought ; he TJft» in hi* 
own eftimation, fcefe himfeif already an inte^ 

grant 
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grant part of the fovereignty ; and glowing al- 
ternately with indignation at his vifiohary 
wrongs, and with delight at the no lefs vifionary 
happinefs which prefents itfclf to his view, he 
looks forward with impatience to the hour, when 
he is to gfafp the bludgeon or the pike in fup- 
pfort of his indefeafible claims. 

One reafdn more, and perhaps not the leafl: 
influential, mayftill remain, Thofe Gentlemen 
muft be perfeftly aware that, after every change 
in the political fyftem which the genius of Ver- 
fatility can fuggeft, fome kind of governtnenl: 
muft ftill remain, and that government muft be 
neceflarily managed by a few. But in cafe they 
could carry into pra(9:ice their plan of reform, 
they cannot entertain a doubt that the populace, 
indebted as they would be to their exertions, 
would not fail to put into their hands the fuper- 
intendence of the public rights, aAd the admi- 
niftration of the public fovereignty. Now, it is 
certain, that no man or men, who, at any time 
have either been poffeffed of power, or hoped 
to poffefs it, ever harboured the thought that 
that power was too fummary or too extenfive. 
It is, therefore, the moft natural thing in the 
world that thofe worrhy patriots, confcious, as 
they muft be, of their own upright intentions, 
and pure lovs of their country^ Ihould have ar^ 
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t ^i8 ) 

eye, in their prefeat language, to their future 
fituation ; and carefully avoid even the verbal 
adoption of any principle by which their own 
hands might be tied up, ,or thofe of their 
cnepiics armed againft them. To errors of this 
kind, both the coyiJUtutionalifls and the Brijfopm 
in France fell a facriiice ; and, perhaps, their 
Irifli copyifts have learned wifdom from their 
example.. I by no means affirm that thofe 
Gentlemen have adually fuch an intention ; but 
this I will fay, that if they have, they could not 
have adopted a mode of expreffion more per- 
feiSily fuitable to fuch a delign. j For if, as I 
have endeavoured to fliew, the fovereignty of 
the public will implies the moft abfolute and 
uncontroulable power, and if (as every perfon 
will allow to be likely) thofe Gentlemen Ihould 
become th? agents and truftees of that fove- 
reignty, it will follow that thofe Gentlemen 
would then be in poffeffion of a power compared 
with which the diftatorfhip of JuUus Cafar 
would be a trifle. And the only, poflible ob- 
ftacle to the complete exercife of this power 
would be the intiodudlion of the notion of rea* 
fon. Flor ^h.i^,. as has been already, obferved, 
would^diredllyj militate ajgainft the idea of com* 
plete equality. It wopldy of courfe, excit? jea- 
loufy and fufpicion, and would alTifredJy. leave/ 
room for another. clafs of demagogues to coma 
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forward, who, by uling a ftiore palatable lan- 
guage, woulil catch the ear of the multitude/firft 
fupplant thiir predeceffors, and then trample ^ 
them down. But by adopting at once the fim- 
ple idea of %e witt of the 'people , they poffefs 
themfelves of the very Palladium of oligarchick 
defpotifm. They go at once to the extreme of 
theory, where they are equally fafe from fuf- 
picion, controul, or fupplantation. They leaye 
no room for any rival to go beyond them, 
and the more bold and overbearing they are in 
their language, aiid th€ niore fuxnmary in theii: 
conduft towards thofe who may happen to be 
obnoxious to them, the more fully will the po- 
pulace be perftiaded that the power which they 
fee exercifed is a diredl .emanation from them- 
felves, and that thofe vfko aftually manage both, 
it and them, are but the eagles who bear the 
thunder of the fovereign people^ 

On the whole then, let me entreat the fober, 
moderate, intelligent part of the community, 
who, I hunibly hope, will attend to thefe re- 
marks, and of whofe approbation alone I am 
ambitious to afk their own underftandings, to 
confult their own feelings, whether tht fove^ 
reignty of the public willy or the will of the peo^ 
pUy is not a principle in every point of view 
ruinous and deteftable. Whether it is not a 
F f a monfter 
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monfter in politics^, which even poetic fiAion i^ 
inadecjuate to defcfibe^ a blind and fhapelef« 
thing, which adds, to the mutabilitj^of Proteus^ 
the hands of Briareus^ and thfs heads of tho 
Hydra ? And whether thqfe men who, know- 
ingly and wi}fiflly, perfevere iq diifeniinating 
and inculcating it upon the ignorant ai^d the uq* 
thinking, may not juftly be considered as candjr 
dates fqr the priefthood of that bloody God, tq 
whom weaknefs and innocence were offered up 
in facrifice^ amidft thp clangour pf df urns an4 
trumpets. 
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THQUQUTS 
fn^ WILL OF THE PEOPLE. 



November i, 179^* 

j[F th(6 reader does not poniider the half 
}iour he has given to the preicediqg pages as 
wholly thrown away, I entreat him to aqconi* 
pany me through a few paragraphs more. They 
.fire the refult of fubfecjuent reftedlion, and may, 
perhaps, tend both to throw additional light on 
the fubjedl, and to render the remarks which I 
have offered more applicaj^le to the ai£lual cir- 
^umftance$ of the day. 

It is generally ackowledged that nothing has 
pontributed more to excite the revolutionary 
jftffma by which Europe has been agitated, than 
that well known work of Bmffi^Uy the Contrdf 
^ciaL The leading principle of this book^ 
which Roujfeavt lays down as the foundation of 
|iis ^hole fyf|:em| is the very dpdrine which I 
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have combated, viZ- that tR^ gcncraVor public 
will is the only legitimate fource of law, and the 
very effence of fovereignty. 

Confidering Roujfeauy therefore, as the Apoftle 
of modern democracy, I attended particularly to 
his pofitions, and moftof all in the definition of 
terrps ; at the fame time not loiing fight, cither 
of the pra&ical elucidations of his difciples in 
France, or of the connpis^tS iand paraphrafes of 
his equally willing, but (thanks be. to heaven) 
lefs able followers in our own country and i^ 
Great Britain^ 

The people \ ftated to meati, in the demcoratic 
vocabulary, the numerical aggregate of males in 
a community. My readers will recolleA how 
fully I was warranted in this, by the repeated 
and* wide-fpread publications of the United 
Iriflunen ; and let me now obferve that I was 
equally fupported by the doArines of their po- 
litical patriarch. ** In order," fays RouJfeauy 
^^ to the will being general, it is not neceflary 
^^ that it Ihould be unanimous ; but it is necef- 
*^ fary that all the voices be counted, for every 
^^ formal exclufion breaks the generality of the 
f} will,*" I Xaid alfo, that, in order to make 

♦ Pontrat Social. Book II, Chap. 2^ F$ge 44. : Note, 

Paris Edition of i jgo* 
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fenfe of the expreffian, the public will, or the 
will of the people, it muft be fuppofed to imply, 
that the people have an inherent right to a6l as 
they pleafe, without reftriAion or limitation; 
and this, too, Roujfeau maintains in ftill ftronger 
terms, *^ In every ftate of the c^fe," fays he, 
(i, e. be it right or wrong) ^' the people arc 
** mafters of their own laws, and may change 
*^ tytn the bell laws ; for. if they choofe to do 
** tjiemfelves an injury who has a right ' to pre- 
^« yent them.*" 

Now what is to be inferred ? Evidently that 
the will of the people, as expreffed by the nu- 
merical majority, is,. according to the democra- 
tic creed, paramount to every thing, to indivi- 
dual and focial happinefs, to the principles of 
reafon and juftice, to the laws of nature and the 
conimands of God^ and it follows, on the whole, 
that I have not attacked a phantom of my own 
creation, but, on the contrary, a. real political 
mohfter, and precifely in the form in which it 
iffued from the perturbed brain in vyhich it was 
gendered. 

' But, after all, it is fair to remark, that 'al- 
though Roujfeau difcovers all a father^s fondhefs 
foil this wayward offspring of his fancy, his^ 

* BookIL Chap. 2. Pages 94 and 95. 
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mode of managing it proves that he was fome- 
what jealous of its tendencies. Almoft at the 
moment of its prodadlion he fets himfclf to 
fi^^'athe its gigantic limbs with multiplied re- 
ftriftions, and places it within the windings of 
a logical labyrinth, perplexed as that of Crete , 
intending perhaps, little more than that it (hould 
ferve as a fort of political bugbear to keep 
kings and ftatefmen to their good behaviour^ as 
nurfes fcare unruly children, by telling them of 
hobgoblins. Little did he imagine that the 
period was juft at hand, when his frantic follow- 
ers, fmit with ftrange love, would pcnetfrate his 
labyrinth, diflblve his ligatures, and turn Icfofc 
the full grown fury, horribly hilling, and burn- 
ing with the thirft of blood, upon a devoted 
world. 

The fimple truth is, that Roujfeau^ though, as 
I have obferved, the father of thefe.new doc* 
trines, held them himfelf with ftrange inconfift- 
cncy. At one time we fee him (as. in the above 
cited paflage,) exhibiting the fupremacy of the 
public will not only in all its ftrength, but in 
all its horrors. At another time he would fain 
reftrain its exercife with infinite limitations^ 
in order to da what he himfelf bad declared^ no. 
one had a right to do, to keep the many-headed 
fovereign from injuring itfclf. Sometimes we 
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Jile told tiic general will is always right, nor can 
' it even have the inclination to injure the fub- 
jedl ;* it is in efFeft every man's own will,-!* 
and, therefore, in obeying it, a man only obeys 
himfelf. Again, nay, ori fame dccafions, almoft 
in the farhe breath, the public will may err un- 
der the influence of deception ;:{: through the 
predominance of a powerful fecSlion it may 
degenerate into the mere will of an indivi- 
dual ; ^ and even the will of all may not be the 
general will, becaufe the former is not necef- 
farily more than a coUedtion of the wills of in- 
dividuals. || Once more, in order to the will 
being general, it is neceflary that the people 
fhall have no previous communication with each 
other, but that each fpeak his opinion entirely 
from himfelf;** and yet we are aflured, oil the 
other hand, that all have need of guides ; fome 
to make their wills conformable to their rea- 
fon ; and others to teach thepi what it is they 
wifli to obtain.-|^*|* Nay, on fome occafions, it 
may be neceflaty to trepan them into happi- 

♦ Contrat Social ^ Book II. Chap. 3. Page 47* and Chap, 4. 
tage 51. + Book II. Chap. 4. Page 55^. and Chap. 6. 
Page 64* 

t Book II. Chap. 5. Page 47. 

§ Book II. Chap* 3. Page 49. j[ Page 4?. 

** Book II. Chap. 3, 48, and 49, 

it Chap. VI; Page 66, 67. 
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fiefs, by pretending a divme commiffion frorti 
Heaven; and to do this efFedtually is, in the 
judgement of Rouffeauy the mark of a magnani - 
mous and compreheniivc mind,* 

Had the French philofopherS delayed theif 
political experiments until they had aflimilated 
all thefe jarring elements, their projedls would 
have been as inefficient as the golden dreams of 
alchymifts. They, therefore, went to work in 
another way: It was no difficult thing for their 
mailer to combine contradidlions ; he had only 
to form a theory and wtite a book ; their grander 
deftiny was to regenerate a niition. What, 
therefore, they could not apply limultaneoufly, 
without defeating their own defign, they feem 
to have refolved, with exquifite fagacity, to 
miike ufe of in fucceffion. The leading prin- 
ciple taken by itfelf would be infallible for de- 
ftroying the fyftem then In being • and the va- 
rious reftridlions might be no lels ferviceable 
when they fhould have eftabliflied their own 
fyftem, and wifhed to defend it againft thofe 
who might aflailthem with their own weapons. 

I will not pofitively aflert that this was their 
precifc mode of reafoning j but, certain it is, 

• Gimp, VII. Pages 73, 74, 
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that fuch lias been their praftice. We have 
beheld the firft part of the fchenve ; we have 
heard the public will declared fupreme; we 
have feen its .fovereignty in perfedt exercife, 
^nd we have ihuddered at its horrid efficacy* 
We have^ now, alfo, witnefled the latter part. 
We have heard the moft diftinguifhed revo- 
lutionifts, eager no longer to demolifli the power 
of others, but polTefled of power themfelves, 
and anxious to retain it, declaiming againft 
anarchy and infubordination, infulting by tlie 
moft opprobrious epithets what they had jufl: 
bteforc decked with the attributes of majefty ; , 
awi determining on that very means of refift- 
ing popular violence, for which La Fayette 
had been profcribed, and a deadly charge ex- 
hibited agarnft their unfortunate King. We 
have jfeea ^lubs ,and affociations, the very 
nerves and finews of the revolutionary fyftem^ 
indifcriminatdy torn afunder. We have feen 
the fedlions of Paris, fo lately had in honour, 
as the only vifible head of the unwieldy fo- 
yereign, beaten down and trampledron. We 
have feen the Primary Affemblies Cthe body of 
that fame Sovereign) reftrifted and coerced, to 
lenfure their concurrence with the predctcrmi- 
jiation of their nominal fervaats, but real mafr- 
iers. And we have feen this wonderful in- 
fljuence^ compared with which all that has ever 
G g a been 



been averted by tire moft enraged drmagoguef^' 
of the power pf a Britifh Minifter over the re- 
turn of reprefentativcs at a general elrftion, i^ 
a trifle, ^ fhadow, a thing not to be named; 
we have fccn this influence, I fay, paffiveljr 
fubniitted to, and the two-thirds qf the Con- 
vention triumphantly reinftatecjf In a word, 
we bs^vc feen the empire of the many fink 
dawil, loaded with the curfe of God and man, * 
into that fea of blood which its owp murder^ 
had produced; and we behold, arifen in its 
iroom, the dominion of the philofpphic few, 
cemented by intrigue, guarded by military 
force, and refting op. the inertneft pf an exr 
haufted peqple. 

Yes, when the bufincfi was completely ione j 
when the revolutronary comet htwf accorrrplifh- 
cd itsdrfaftrpus round, and had Ihook ^* from 
•* its horrid hair,'' death, devaffcition, and ha- 
vock, on every quarter of that dpprned covm-^ 
tty ; when the demons of envy and avarice had 
been glutted to fatiety ; when rank had been 
degraded, .opulence pillaged, the fociaf ft^briq- 
overthrown, and it$ very foundations plopghe^ • 
up; vrhcn patriots y once mendicant and meagre,* 
had - grown fleek with conffcatcci abundance f^ 
zridjlatefmerty unknown before, or. known only ' 
by the proflrgacy pf their pens, zpd t|ip prpftit * 
* tution 
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tttfion of their taknts^ had prifen to the height of 
power^ and fallen agaia as rapidly ^iiDckrmmeti 
|)y more fnbtk villainy} a^d when, rt length, 
jftll had known and fel;' jhat they had dp^y 
weapohs for each other, ^as well as for Royalifts 
aftd Af iftocrats j then, and not before, thejr ad-p 
icnowledgcd th^ force erf thofe eternal truths, 
^hich common fcrrfe and common honefty 
Ifnight; have taught them from the beginning. 
•' Then," faith Lonvet, (for it is impoffible to 
£nd expreflions more dire&Iy in point, or more 
clearly di<ftated by imperious con virion,) *^ I 
^* was obliged to p^n thai, of all fpecies of 
^' Ikv^ry, that whjch Anarchy produces is the 
^ moft intolerable ; for when it is the ignorant 
^^ and deceived multitude that reigns, crimes 
moltifrty }n prdportkrn tQ the rulers.*" 



u 



But mar^: the uiiwillingnefs of this confeffion. ' 
JStretchcd and diftorted as the mind of Louvet 
was on the rack of defperate difappointment, 
ftill he utters with reluftance this equal didlate 
of hii pnd^rftanding and his feelings. And 
why ? Becaufe he felt that in making fucb a^ 
acknowledgement he renounced what he had 
once held as the firft of all political truths; 
J)p felt thar he renounced democracy; that 

♦ See Lou^efi adtd of his perils^ . 
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he gave up^ at once, what he. aad his bre«r 
threa had contended for, at the expence of 
crimes unknown to the fierceft nations, the 
ruin of his country and the rifle of the world. 
But having brought himfclf thus far, he does not 
flop ; one extreme leads, by the laws of nature, 
to another ; aad Louvet indemnifies himfelf for 
his democratic delufion, by adopting a princi- 
ple of the moft outrageous Ariftocracy. ^^ Oh 
♦' why r* exclaims he, after an enumeration of 
horrors unparalleled in the annals of barbarity, 
*^ was nothing fhort of this melancholy expe- 
*^ rience fufScient to convince me, that with*- 
** out diftindtion of poverty or opulence, of 
" grandeur tor obfcurity, I will even fay, in ge- 
^^ ncral,, of vain knowledg^eor abfolute igno- 
*' ranee, and under the fole exception of virtue, 
*^ which appertains but to a few privileged phi- 
*' lofophers, men ought to lejlaves; becaufe they 
^* are either wicked themfelves pr are ready to 
*^ crouch before the wicke^.'' \- 

Did Louvet fpeak thus from the mere impulfe 
of the hour, or did he alone hold this opinion ? 
He has taken care to convince us that neither 
was the cafe. The fliort paflage from the then 
unpublifhed manufcript of Madame Roland, 
^ which ftands as a motto on his title-page, 
^a^nd which' conveys precifejy the fame fenti^ 
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ments,only iii a milder and more plaintive tone, 
proves both that Louvet Was not lingular in the 
do6lrine he had embraced, and that he 
confidered it not only as incontrovertible, but 
as a moft important truth. ^' Righteous 
heaven,*' fays flie, " illuminate this wretch- 
** ed people for whom I defire liberty. Li- 
^* berty I Ah ! it is for exalted fpirits who de- 
*^ fpife death, and who know when it is right to 
*^ inflidl it. It is not for thofe corrupted men, 
*^ who, emerging from the bed of debauchery, 
** or the mire of indigence,- riifh forward to 
•^ bathe in the blood which flows from the feat- 
** folds. It is for a wife people who cherilh hu- 
** manity, pra6life juftice, defpife flatterers, 
" know their, true friends, and refpedl truth. 
*^ So long as ypu are not fuch a people, oh ! my 
" fellow citizens, in vain will you talk about li- 
*^ berty. You can only haye a licentioufnefs, 
'' to which each of you will fall a vidtim in his 
*^ turn ; yoii will alk for bread, and they will 
"give you dead bodies; and you will finifh 
" by being enflaved." 

Now, was there ever fuch a people as Ma- 
dame Roland here declares to be alone fit for 
liberty ? Was there ever an inftance of the nu- 
merical multitude in any full grown community 

being 
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being wife, humane, and jn&y defpi£u)g iUtf 
tcrers, knowing their real friends, and refpedl- 
ing truth i Or is it imaginable that mankind iix 
the mafs can be any other than that weak, fcn- 
fual, paffionate thing, which ihe defcribes,an4 
which Ihe pronounces to be utterly incap?ible 
of liberty? What then is the refult of Madame 
Roland's doftrine? evidently that liberty is 
only for fociety, as, in populous ftates at Icaft^ 
it never was, nor ever can he; and that, in the 
mean time^ men may talk of liberty, but cannot 
poffibly enjoy it ; they may create licentiouf* 
nefs^ but muft themfelves be flav^s^ 

That the leaders of the Jacobin party wer« 
always of this opinion can fcarcely be doubted i 
and when the Girondifl-s, once the only real 
Republicans in France, had alfo adopted it, it 
is not ftrange that the aflairs of that country 
Ihould have affumed their prefent form and co- 
lour. It is eafy to fee that this do<9:rine fur- 
niflies a complete clue to all the proceedings of 
the Convention during the formation of the 
new Legiflature. %Vhen they were convinced 
that man is incapable of liberty, and that the 
few philofophers being alone poffefied of vir-* 
tue, were alone qualified to poffefs power, and 
when they were no lefs certain that they them- 
felves were the privileged few, their civifra 

united 
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iinited with their ambition to engage then! by 
every means to perpetuate their own fupremacy^ 
and to reduce the people to that impotence 
which alone befitted the weaknefs and the 
wickednefs of their nature* 

And it is but juftice to acknowledge that^ 
after what they had done in the firft inftance, 
fome fuch procedure was unavoidable. In or^ 
der to atchieve their primary objeA^ they had 
turned their country into one great Bedlam; 
and frenzy^ once excited^ is not to be reafoned 
down. Men in their fenfes may be led by ar- 
gument^ but maniacs 'itiuft be chained. A fe-- 
vere difcipline was neceflary to reftore the phi- 
lofophers themfelves to their underilanding ; 
but when this was once efFedted^ the principle 
of felf prefervation alone was fufficient to 
produce what followed. They were convinced 
by arguments which addreffed all their fenfes at 
once, that fociety could not exift without Go- 
vernment ; and common fenfe pointed out that 
the ftrength of a government muft be increafed 
in proportion to the licentioufnefs of thofe to 
be governed. In a word, they felt that the po- 
litics of Macbiavel farnifhed the only antidote 
for the poifon of Roujfeau^ and they yielded 
to the conviAion with the impetuofity of 
Frenchmen. 
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But in allowing the fuitablcncfs ;irf the fitf^ 
French principles to the circnmftances of that 
wretched country, let it not be imtgined that I 
acknowledge their general truth. After ail that 
Louvet and his brethren can fay., there is tio 
general neceflity for man being either Tyrant 
or Slave. Defperate difeafes. in the fbcia}^ as 
well as in the natural, bodymayrec^^ire feverity 
of reginsen ; and no difeafe incidefnt ta fociety 
tan be more dreadful! than .the diifolutidif ^f 
fiX\ order, andtheuncontroalGd dorai»ionof the 
frantic multitude. : In this cafe the only ade- 
quate remedy is the equwly unlimited authority 
of one 0r of a few:. : Rome, even in its b^ft 
days, was fubje<9: to oocalionaLparoxyfins of 
Anarchy, tssA the temperary defpotifm of a 
' diAator was the ffcated pcfomrce. Birt ftill the 
focial body is capable of health as ivcW as iick^ 
nefs ; and we are atuthorifed to afiert ^thlt ta- 
tional liberty .is as fuitabW to the former, .as 
rigorous reftratnt is to the latter. * We -have 
learned this comfortable truth fnom the adtttal 
.and, long experience of. our own moSc faapjjby 
Conftitutxon ; under which, with the mofl: am- 
ple fcope for'the^ercifc of rcfafon, the iiKkil-* 
^nce of .pocisliarby, and1th«rv,cry fpof tivendfs 
of w5)im,r<effe6hial xiiearta have ever iisfennit 
hand for :tiier protedtiiMi of iperfon jaiwJrpro- 
perty, as well from the attacks of uisdo^jpDW^ 
: ^ on 
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on the part of the rulers, as from the depredar 
tions o^ in^dividuals^ pr the inadae& of a tnob. 

But pne cannpt help enqijiring.how thofe of 
our own country r who hjiye aiFe^*^ to defpifp 
Britiih J^ribjerty, and *have been fo long beftow^ 
ing invidious praifes on French politics and 
French patriotif[|i, will relifh thefe new docr 
tfines. Will they pvit their intcU^^s to the 
torture in order to reconcile fl^t contradiiftions, 
and devifc theories ]to Ih/ew how the fame men-, 
at the {a.ijie time,, Diay; Ijold the necjeflitypf 
Univerfal Slavery; and yet be labouring to efta-- 
blilh Unjiverfal Liberty! Or wijl they fairly 
give up their apoftate brethren, and fend out 
their -fancies to . cir^utJiQavigate the ^lobe, in 
hope of finding '^ fome happier iflahd in the 
*^ watry wafte," where the vifion of Democracy 
may yet be realized ? 

It is aftonilhing with what pertinacity men 
fometimes xefift the evidence of truth. G^m-^ 
mon fagacity alone might have taughtj before 
hand, that a popular revolution was, of all ima- 
ginable expedients, the leaiilikcly tp produce 
rational liberty, it migbt have been feen with* 
out the aid of experii^jt^ent, thf t fuch a revolu- 
tion muft neceifarily imply a diilblu^ion of all 
law and government ; that law ajid government 
H h a being 
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being once deftroyed, anarchy, with all its hor-? 
rors, muft fuccced; that fociety could not long 
exift in fuch a ftate ; that at length any go-? 
vernment would appear preferable to none ; 
that thofe who fhould happen to ftand higheft, 
be they who they might, whether they had 
been thrown up by accident, or raifed by their 
own Villainy, whether, as Madame Roland fays, 
they had emerged from the mine of indigence, 
or crept from the bed of debauchery, that 
thefe would grafp the reins, and when they had 
feized them, would be impelled alike by the 
natural love of power, and by the exigencies 
of the country, to manage them with all the 
rigidnefs of Defpotifm ; fo that after a courfe 
of blood and deyailation, of private and of 
public mifery, the only termination that reafon 
^ould expeft would be the very point, or, 
fomething worfe than the very point, frona 
which the bufinefs had commenced. 

And let it not be thought that a fuccefsful 
mode of condiifting revolutions can be learned 
from experience, or that the mifcarriages in 
one may poffibly be correAed in the next that 
occurs. Common fenfe^ alone will teach any 
man, who is not deaf to its fuggeftions, that 
when onfce the cement of fociety is diffolved, 
and general infurreAion carried fuccefsfully 
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into praftice, refiftance, management, and di- 
rcAioji, are totally at an end. Every future 
piovement is at the mercy of accident. The 
power which is at work is as irrefiftible as tht 
mountain torrent, and the direfting principle 
as verfatile as the whirlwind. Wifdom may 
feek to convince, or eloquence to charm ; but 
one only influence can be built upon as certain^ 
fhe magnetic attraAion of fuperior villainy. 

** I had feen men," faith the fame Louvel, 
^^ in a body in their public life, and had de- 
^* tefted them. I had reafon to know them too 
/^ well individually in their private life^ and 
^^ hatred was changed into contempt ; fincc even 
** in a country, which I thought about to be re- 
^^ generated, the good are fo pufiUanimous, 
*^ and the wicked fo violent, that every aggre- 
^* gate of men, pompoufly called the People^ 
** by fools like me, is, in reality, but a feeble 
^* herd, happy to crouch to a matter, whether 
^* it be a Robefpierre or a Majfanielh, a Marat 
/*ora Neror ' 

What, then, have the French gained by refort- 
pg to a popular revolution ? Have they gained 
rational liberty ? No ; their prefent rulers pro- 
pounce them to be incapable of it, and only 
^t to be flaves. Haye they gained wealth, 

happincfs^ 
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happinefs, or peace? Alas! many years muft 
revolve before their country will recover 
what it has loft. *^ Our manufactures^" faith 
the moft eloquent of their orators^ ^* are Ian- 
.^^ guifhing, our maritime trade is deftroyed; 
** whilft our viiflories render us illuftrious 
'* abroad, diforder fliakes ti?e very foundation 
" of fociety at home.*'' What, I alk, then, 
have they gained ? They have gained what every 
large country muft gain in fimilar circum- 
ftances ; they have gained mifery in-all its forms, 
they have gained a load of guilt, at which na* 
|ture ihudders, they have gained a rigid and de* 
ipotic government, the higheft praife of which 
^s, that it is better than no government at all, 
for the continuance of which there is no fe* 
curity, and againft whofe incro^chment^ there 
is no one poffible remedy, but a recurrence to 
that defpei-ate expedient found already to be 
,even worfe than the difeafc. General Infurredion. 

If, |:hen, the bloody Drama of the French re- 
volution were to be adled over again, can we 
imagine that the men who make thefe acknow- 
ledgements would fupport the fame charaxfters, 
and exhibit the fame conduft as before ? Would 
Louvety after having difcovered that every ag- 
gregate of men isji feeble herd, and that, there- 

• See Eflay IV. 
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fore, they ought to be flaves, again proclaim tht 
fovereignty of the Popular Will, and again utter 
that pompous- honfenfe for which he here pro- 
nounces himfelf and his brethren /ooZy.^ Would 
Boiffy UAhgh'Sj after being convinced th^t 
that country only where ** men of property go*- 
^* vern, is in a ftate of fociety, and that that 
*^ where men without property govern is in a 
*^ ftate of nature,*" return once more to th^ 
nakedl Rights of Man, and the rule of the nu- 
merical multitude ? Would Pelet^ after deplor- 
ing that for *^ five years paft they had been op- 
^* preffed and feverely fmarted, and that the 
*^ erroneous fyftem of their political economy 
*^ was the fource of all their fufFerings,'^ have 
recourfe a fecond time to the fame economy, 
and retrace that career of calamity, from the re- 
trofpedl of which he revolts with horror ? Shall 
we, then, who have witnefled both their condudl 
and its confequences, and who now hear then: 
extorted acknowledgements receive no benefit 
from fo inftru6live an example ? We have thofe 
amongft us alfo who would willingly precipi- 
tate their country into the fame extremity of 
wretchednefs, and who would as certainly feek 
a remedy for that wretchednefs in the fame 
defperate expedients. Let us, then, keep per- 

* Report to the Commiffion from the Committee of Coiii 
ftitution 23d of June, 1795. 
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petually In view the Whole horrors of that fyf« 
tern, which is not more hateful for the anarchy 
with which it commences, than for the de* 
grading defpotifm to which it neceflarily leads< 
Let the happy Conftitution which fecures us 
equally from both thefe evils rife in our efti- 
mation in proportion to the miferies which wc 
fee others fuffer, and the genuine liberty — ^the 
fafety both of peffon and property, which we 
and our fathers have uninterruptedly enjoyed ; 
and let it be the objeft of our moft aAive vigi- 
lance and zeal to tranfmit to our lateft pofte- 
xity this invaluable inheritance, prefer vedalike 
inviolate from the frenzy of enthufiafts and 
<he malignity of traitors. 
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The Author bang in Ireland ai the time this Edition wms 
printed in London^ he had not an opportunity of revifing the prefi ; 
the reader is therefore requefted to correQ the following Errata^ , 
as they tend to ohfcure the fenfe. Others of Jefs moment are pqjfed 
ever. 

Preface, page xviii. line the laft, fir 1978 read 1798 
Page 6. line 2. from bottom, fir them read me then 
y. .— 17. ybr paffion TM^paffions 
S — II. fifr name readvmy 
32. — 18. fir advcrfe read avcrfc 
41. kiM I, for they that read that they 
^, .i- 14. fir principles read principals 
S8« -— 4.. firom bottom, /or diitrefs read difhrefles 
^o. — 4. erafe or 
92. line the laft, defire thofe irtfert to 
95. •* 14. <i[/>^ idea, i^^rr of relief^ from that of popular ?Iolence ia 

, the minds 
97* "— 3« from bottom, /or might read m^^ 
309. — I. after then infert any 

313. — j6,. after inftance infert the country was , 

315. — 14. fir you r;^^ your 

330. — 13. fir prlvot r*fl^ pivot 

331. — 2« /or privoc -r^^ pivot 
364. — 14* fir eB^edts read afFedls 

371. •— 8. yor confounded rM</ unfounded 

21. fir coimcils read counfels 
374, — 1 5. /cr infe£fcion r^^iJinvafion 
iSo. — 25. for conieflion r«0^ conceiiion 
399. «.« 39. fiir manner read matter 
-.204. — < 4« from bottom, infert is btfore abfolute 
216. —.11. read poiTeTs it in any Ycry high degree 
^36. — 9. fir mine readvBASc 



^//| 



